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Law and Politics 
‘LAW’  [origin: ‘Social Contract’ or ‘violence’?]
 
Science/ Rationality     God/Metaphysics 
(The Enlightenment period: ‘Modernity’) - certainties, ‘facts’, ‘reality’ 
 
POSITIVISM      NATURAL LAW  
 
SCIENCE/FACT      VALUES/MORALS 
 
Analytical legal theory (jurisprudence)  Normative theory 
 
   LEGAL REALISM (social science, economics etc) - but reproduces rather than challenges norms 
 
   
 
CRITICAL LEGAL STUDIES – law as ideological tool 
 
 
The ‘Postmodern’ period – scepticism concerning the ‘certainties’ and ‘essences’ of Modernity; recognition that subject disciplines/divisions ‘false’ 


LAW AND LANGUAGE 
  
Words, concepts, deployment of language and ideas (Simmonds: that words in law and about law should not be separated from the ordinary usage) 
Narratives/narratology – caselaw, doctrine, principles 
 
 
 
Rhetoric/s – ‘legitimate’ forms of argumentation, ‘legitimate’ materials and sources 
 
‘responsibility’; ‘human nature’, ‘characteristics’ ‘reasonableness’ Law and ‘rights’; law and ‘justice’; law and ‘truth’; law and ‘evidence’; law and ‘ethics’
