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[bookmark: _Toc133797002]Explore and evaluate the use of body worn cameras in evidence based policing.

[bookmark: _Toc133797003]Introduction:

EBP refers to the use of the best evidence currently available in order to inform and criticize policing decisions, procedures, and predictions. In evidence-based policing (EBP), the most current and relevant research is used to both support and question established policing norms and procedures. Everyone in law enforcement can benefit from adopting an EBP strategy. Working in tandem with the academic community can help facilitate this. The term "evidence-based policing" may sound strange at first. Since the establishment of the first police organizations, evidence has always been an essential part of any investigation. However, in evidence-based policing, the focus shifts from the evidence collected during an investigation to the evidence collected to back up the efficacy of the investigation methods employed (Lum, 2017).
The government first began using body-worn cameras in the justice system in 2014. Each of the 50 states has enacted its own set of regulations and standards regarding the use of body cameras. Adhesive body cameras allow for a comprehensive look at how technology is being used in the workplace and the wider community. These panels were established with the goal of developing guidelines for body-worn cameras. In late 2015, as part of the program's second phase, police began prioritizing public access to footage from officers' body cameras. The police force is now fully responsible for these initiatives and the use of body cameras. These concessions to control serve to sabotage the criminal justice system's declared goal of accountability and fuel the humiliation that permeates the system. The optimal process by which police administration chooses body camera architectures for design and deployment.


[bookmark: _Toc133797004]The core ideas of evidence-based policing:

It's a way to figure out which police methods are effective and which ones save money without sacrificing quality. EBP entails providing law enforcement with appropriate instructions based on the results of the best available research on criminal behavior. It helps police identify suspects and reconstruct criminal acts. The most important part of policing based is the scientific assumption, which provides a neutral perspective on the nature of crime and how it is evaluated over time (Knutsson, 2017).
Evidence-based policing is an approach to police that use the most recent research to inform policy decisions and develop effective enforcement strategies. The criminal court system relies heavily on research to improve their crime-prevention, community outreach, and victim services. Evidence-based research is used by law enforcement organizations, who collaborate with academic institutions to conduct and evaluate studies on a variety of topics. Evidence-based medicine and the EBP share a common foundation. Police must employ methods that have been shown to reduce, prevent, detect, and control criminal activity with little collateral damage to the community. Therefore, the principles of evidence-based policing can be found within it. (Brown, 2018)
[bookmark: _Toc133797005]Criminological theories

In criminology, knowing the reasons behind criminal behavior is essential for developing effective responses to and safeguards against it. Various theorists have formulated theories that shed useful light on the causes and consequences of criminal behavior. However, there is no one theory that can fully explain why people commit crimes. Some legal theorists assume that criminal sanctions are ineffective because of the way the rules and police work. The labeling theory developed by Howard Becker, who and the Conflict Theory developed from the works of Karl Marx are two examples of such theories.
[bookmark: _Toc133797006]Labeling theory:

Howard Becker initially used the term "labeling theory" in 1963 to describe why criminals become more committed to criminal behavior after being labeled according to their transgressions. Becker argues that criminally categorizing and treating a person can make them more criminal. The idea starts from the premise that no conduct is inherently illegal and that the concepts of deviations and criminality are developed by powerful people through the formulation of laws followed by an alternate understanding by law enforcers. Labeling people using numerous categories of deviance, as is done by law enforcers, increases the power structure in society but does nothing to reduce crime (Becker, 2018).

[bookmark: _Toc133797007]The Conflict Theory:

Karl Marx laid the groundwork for what is now known as the conflict theory by arguing that the affluent elite in each capitalist society are necessary to maintain power and plunder the minorities. It suggests that the poor and powerless resort to criminal activity as a means of subsistence and advancement. Deviance, according to conflict theorists, is the result of a power struggle between those who have it and those who don't, who are disproportionately members of the lowest social strata (Karimu, 2015).


[bookmark: _Toc133797008]Body worn video cameras and the purpose of their use in evidence based policing :

Body-worn cameras serve various protective purposes in the private and public sectors, not simply the police. In this research, we will look at the main purpose of these cams and how they could be utilized to increase security in companies and on the main thoroughfares. The cops aren't the only ones who can benefit from body worn cameras for security purposes. This research delves into the function regarding these cameras and explains how they contribute to enhanced public and commercial space safety.

Wearable cameras can be useful in any situation where deterring criminal activity and protecting employees from false allegations of wrongdoing are of the utmost importance. These cameras are commonly used by door staff in many different industries now, including bars, pubs, hotels, shops, schools, hospitals, his house care industry, factories, and public transportation (Neyroud, 2018).

Cameras like this are used by Transport for London employees, for instance, to better respond with security incidents and enforce fares. After an uptick in assaults and physical abuse of personnel on 911 calls to people's homes, emergency sector workers like ambulance crews have begun using these cameras.
Body cameras provide an objective look into law enforcement activities, helping to restore public faith in the system. However, there are growing doubts about the usefulness of body cameras for law enforcement due to the expense to taxpayers, the impact on police officers, the privacy implications, and the types of interactions that should be recorded. There is a need to discuss the efficacy and consequences of body cameras on privacy (Bernburg, 2003).
[bookmark: _Toc133797009]Strength, weaknesses, and ethical limitations of body worn cameras.

[bookmark: _Toc133797010]Strengths:
The benefits of installing the cameras are mutual. Cases involving citizen complaints or lawsuits against police departments alleging excessive application of force or other kinds of officer misconduct may be resolved more quickly if officers are required to wear body cameras
· Police departments risk losing public trust and support if they are not cautious while employing body cams.
· Second, police personnel should only use their body cams while investigating criminal activity.
· With body cameras, both the public and police officers can feel protected.
· As a result, both violent crime and police use of force are reduced.
· The use of force including physical violence by police officers towards the public decreased by half, according to a research conducted during the very first attempt to utilize body cams by the police.
· Police officers who wear body cameras are held accountable and their actions are transparent.
· Some studies have shown that police administrators saw fewer complaints in the years prior to the widespread adoption of body cameras.
· The footage captured by law enforcement officials can be used to demonstrate proper use of body cameras to newly hired cops.
· Several members of society believe that the officers will be held more accountable and more likely to follow the law if they are equipped with body cameras.
· Transparency and the elimination of undesirable behavior are two goals that body cams aim to achieve.
· When officers wear body cameras, both the audience and the officers themselves are on notice that their every move is being recorded (Jakobitz, 2018).
[bookmark: _Toc133797011]Weaknesses:

Impact on police morale and mental health. When some people find out that the cops have been filming them, they often react badly. Particularly if they are experiencing mental health issues. 14% of law enforcement professionals who deployed body cameras reported being assaulted while doing so (Jakobitz, 2018). Therefore, police officers feel a psychological impact from wearing body cameras due to the constant monitoring. So it seemed to the body that the camera bodies were useless. In addition, using a body camera in close proximity to a radio can cause shocks from electric current neck injuries, or even the radio to malfunction.
Battery life is reduced in cold weather and body cameras are costly to buy and maintain. This renders them unstable because of their inadequate use of technological advancements. Motorola has discovered an essential link between unfavorable exposed inspection and enrollment and maintenance, which has been a persistent problem for legal authorization offices' budgets. Motorola proposes increasing open discernment and developing trust inside the network to enhance enrollment and maintenance (Heaton, 2016).
Many issues, including the way to handle data and payments, have arisen as a result of the sudden popularity of body cameras. Body-worn Sensors for Officer Accountability: Possibilities and Risks (2015) notes that cameras cost roughly $1,000, but the expense of storing such footage can be prohibitive. Data management, officer training, program administration, and record keeping all require resources, which organizations are expected to allocate. Police departments now have a significant challenge with data storage due to the widespread adoption of body cameras.

[bookmark: _Toc133797012]The use of Body worn camera as evidence in regards to domestic violence:
Domestic violence is a known risk factor for suicide among women. About three women per week commit suicide as a direct result of experiencing domestic violence. A study found that women who had experienced domestic violence were more likely to be depressed, and that domestic violence was a factor in homelessness for 40% of women. It is vital that domestic violence entry points accurately represent the nature of the problem and the obstacles to efficient responses from the formal and informal sectors. For instance, the proposed domestic assault gateway does not account for the night's low indictment and conviction rates for personal violence offenses, even though it would permit these instances where one has evidence of continuing criminal procedures in the recent twelve months. Most victims of domestic abuse are female. One-fourth of all women will be victims of intimate partner or domestic abuse throughout her lifetime. The likelihood of being a victim of domestic abuse increases for women around the ages of 20 and 24.

In the same way that well-trained officers make their communities safer, body cameras make it easier to apprehend and prosecute criminals by providing visual evidence of their wrongdoing. According to a poll of police in Mesa, Arizona, 76% of officers think the footage evidence will help them prosecute domestic abuse cases, and 80% think that cameras will increase the quality of evidence. In the United Kingdom, the officers' hunches were verified. In Renfrewshire, body cameras reduced the number of cases that went to trial by 70-80%. No one has been brought to trial for using a body camera in Aberdeen. As a result, cases were settled more quickly by pleas of guilt (Fyfe). In addition, the UK Office noted that the use of body-worn cameras "has supported greatly to assist reluctant witnesses by means of the court process" (Rutnam) through offering a precise snapshot of the accused's demeanor and language.
[bookmark: _Toc133797013]Conclusion:
Body-worn cameras are rapidly becoming an essential component of modern police across communities throughout the world. There is some evidence that body-worn cameras boost the overall level of police-citizen connections, which may increase police validity. However, the increasing prevalence of "policing on camera" increases worries regarding increased government monitoring of public areas, which may compromise people's confidentiality and freedoms of speech.
Body-worn cameras, when used successfully, can help further develop the policing professions. These cameras can help encourage agency transparency and reliability, in addition to be successful instruments for increasing officer competence, enhancing training for officers, preserving proof, and recording public interactions. They nevertheless raise difficulties from an operational and policy standpoint, that government officials must properly address. Police departments have to consider the potential impact of body-worn cameras on interactions between law enforcement and the public, secrecy, confidence, and trustworthiness, as well as domestic legal procedures for police.
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