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[bookmark: _Int_BF7kVK5I][bookmark: _Int_ivNiTFOg]In this Community Engagement report, there will be different things that are covered, for example, the extent to how much the event has proven to be inclusive to all races, ethnicities, ages, and abilities. Other topics would be the extent to which the event was: environmentally friendly, inclusive to individuals from divergent backgrounds as well as different genders, empowering to all its participants. The 2022 commonwealth games also allowed opportunities for the youth such as employment boosting opportunities. The games were advertised all over Birmingham through banners allowing the community of Birmingham to be aware of the event which could have encouraged them to participate. This year they had based their theme on the journey through Windrush, which celebrated culture, history, and sport. 
One in which it was inclusive is through age inclusivity. Through things such as employment opportunities for the youth through the National Lottery funding. These could be considered as inclusive because the younger community are often discriminated against within the employment aspect due to the lack of experience many may have. By allowing the youth to have employment opportunities within the commonwealth games, it will allow them to gain access to higher paying jobs. This will allow economic improvement for Birmingham as well as the UK economy as a whole; this is because it may improve living standards due to a higher employment rate and experienced workforce. These opportunities may also allow underrepresented backgrounds to gain experience in fields where they may not be usually be accepted into.
[bookmark: _Int_U8Nzkxej][bookmark: _Int_EGkdEXaR][bookmark: _Int_DxqBMXQj][bookmark: _Int_ORXt5LAb]Additionally, there was cultural inclusivity within the games with the ‘Black Heritage Walks and Our Journey,’ which allowed participants to observe contributions of the African Caribbean community to Birmingham (and the UK). Through the contributions, the UK has become a diverse community with individuals from around the world; this has allowed room for celebrating diverse cultures, building trust within individuals who may not be the same culture as us, development and learning of new languages, and new experiences. These are all only some ways of how inclusivity of different cultures and ethnicities may allow a more developed society.
Furthermore, it was ensured that the event was eco-friendly through the World Against Single Use Plastic. This would have been done to allow the city to look alluring for the hosting of the event, attracting more tourists and allowing a cleaner environment for the athletes participating in the sports events. By attracting tourists this will allow the economy to be improved as GDP would increase by tourists buying goods/services within the UK. Therefore, the community of Birmingham have considered this well because it will allow them to help in the economic development of the country. 
Through the participation of the community in Birmingham, it has allowed the rest of the UK to see how charitable and considerate the residents are. This is visible as it has been said “The best thing about Brummies is how much heart they have” which has been said by individuals that have volunteered in Birmingham. This has shown that communication and volunteering within the community is vital to improvement and harmony within society as it allows individuals to have trust for each other. This boosts societal growth as it promotes assisting members of the community that are less fortunate than others. 
Moreover, an additional way in which the games were inclusive is through gender inclusivity. This may be through allowing women to participate in events which historically they would not have had the opportunity to be a part of. This year, it has been the biggest women inclusive year in the commonwealth games, which shows the improvement in community engagement. Therefore, this would portray more equality within society, and depicting the importance of inclusivity and communication within the community. 
[bookmark: _Int_ozjjACkK]The many ways of advertisement and promotion used allow the increased participation of the community in the games. Some of the many ways that advertisement was used is through the banners throughout the city (which are already mentioned) and social media (websites, accounts). By communicating the event through social media, it would allow the younger generations to be reached as they spend their time on social media frequently; by posting youth attracting media, it could allow the participation of under 30-year-olds to participate in the event. Therefore, this would increase the inclusivity and boost social interaction within the community. Through their website they have many ways of promoting volunteering in the commonwealth games such as attempting to encourage volunteering within the commonwealth games.
[bookmark: _Int_WYQPOFfn][bookmark: _Int_nU4b7BUU]The use of social media would have been successful as 59% of the world's population is on social media. Social media operators would be attempting to reach as many groups as they can in order to attract tourism and participation in Birmingham. This will allow an improvement within the UK because it can lead to the economy boosting as the consumption section of the GDP component will increase as there will be a greater amount of people spending money in the UK. The fact that there will be an increase in tourism could also mean that there is an increase in job availability. This is because there could be jobs needed that would assist tourists in enjoying the sightseeing within the UK; this may allow the youth to find jobs with ease as they would not be doing tasks that require a great deal of skill but they would still be getting experience.
[bookmark: _Int_DCBBodyW][bookmark: _Int_ttOSwKJL]There could be many factors that can influence community engagement, such as ones listed above. The extent of community engagement may depend on how well these factors are covered. For instance, if there is not much representation for individuals from some backgrounds, it could discourage them from participating as they could not feel welcome in the event. However, in the commonwealth games, there were activities that can be considered inclusive for a great proportion of the population. These were clearly demonstrated in the events taking place, with the specified groups the events are aimed at. Although there are many visible inclusive events, the inclusion of the less physically abled community is not as evident unless emphasised on pages such as ‘Disability Rights UK.’ For an event that is said to have had the ‘largest para-sport programme’ it could be included in the Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games website. 
There could be many other ways in which this event could have been more inclusive. This is because there are an increasingly number of minorities that need to be represented more within the community, such as different genders and sexualities that are usually discriminated against. This would allow an increasingly progressive society which can create a growing sense of trust within the community. Therefore, showing that inclusiveness is an important aspect within the community as there will be comfort within. Currently, in the commonwealth games there are not any groups representing those minorities. Therefore, this might affect the community negatively as the groups may not be particularly pleased with the fact that they are not included in the community events. In the future, the event holders may consider adding activities that could be inclusive to them too. 
[bookmark: _Int_lA5ETF3x]Furthermore, the promotion of the games could have included better trendy additions to attract them as they may not be as encouraged to attend the event. Hence, a more youth attractive advertisement may allow a greater percentage of young people to attend the event. This could be considered as vital because in the upcoming years, the youth will be the ones that are taking care of the community and making sure there is tranquillity within as well as ensuring the constant economic developing of the country. Consequently, it is highly beneficial to include the youth in events such as the commonwealth games because it allows them to be educated about the maintaining of peace and economic growth within a country and globally. 
[bookmark: _Int_mRRVWPSK][bookmark: _Int_LDL8LT39][bookmark: _Int_AtcZeZgX]The participation of the elderly is equally vital as the UK population is an ageing one, meaning that a high proportion of the population would be over 60. Therefore, they must be included in the games as it would boost their mood; a considerably substantial proportion of them is also living alone, therefore the fact that they are included in activities would allow them to be happier and feel included. As seen on the website, activities and events for the elderly was not something that was particularly mentioned. Therefore, it may be an orthodox thing to do to include them in activities that their community partake in. Although stereotypically, events like this are seen as events for the elderly, many may not partake as they could feel underrepresented. 
[bookmark: _Int_671VY5pc]To conclude, in order to have an event that is embracing a wider range of groups, there will be events that are inclusive to those who may not have been represented in the 2022 commonwealth games. These may be such as inviting a successful individual from the LGBTQ+ community to share their experiences and the way they have reached that position in their life including challenges they may have had to overcome. By doing this, the participation for the games may increase as there will be an additional minority group that feels represented within the community. 
[bookmark: _Int_N1NXfc2j]Additionally, the inclusion of the elderly could boost participation as they are the largest proportion of the UK population. Their inclusion could be achieved through the implementing of group talk sessions about their experiences and possible challenges that they may experience as well as how they have overcome them. Through doing this, it would boost morale within the community allowing there to be a greater sense of fellowship within the community, potentially allowing the elderly to have increased communication and involvement in society instead of feeling distanced and unwanted. This would improve unity within society as it could allow all age groups to communicate. 
[bookmark: _Int_gWvTiWnK][bookmark: _Int_504z2sC9][bookmark: _Int_vVym39wg]Moreover, there could be an increased promotion in the events available to the less abled individuals in the community as there are not many available on the website for the year 2022. The addition of advertisement for the para-sport aspect of the commonwealth games may allow the increased participation of that group of participants as they currently may not be fully aware of the availability of sports they are able to participate in. Although Birmingham 2022 commonwealth games is the monumental para-sport event, it is not as greatly advertised as expected. Therefore, the participants within that group may feel underrepresented by the media. This issue may be solved through the greater reporting of such remarkable events. 
Through doing this, it could allow tourism to be increased even further as well as the participation and strengthening of the community, allowing diversification and inclusiveness. 
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