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Welsh History and Heritage (HPHE7003)
Critical Analysis: 

[bookmark: _Hlk65688531][bookmark: _Hlk66196286][bookmark: _Hlk67318946]A Critical Analysis of How the Welsh Changed the World - A Tale of Two Tredegars (2017).                   

[bookmark: _Hlk66195275]How the Welsh Changed The World – A Tale of Two Tredegars (2017) is a documentary directed by Kevin Philips and produced by Cymru Creations.[footnoteRef:1] Philips’ documentary tells the story of how a team of workers from Tredegar Ironworks in Wales assisted in the development of the Tredegar Ironworks in Richmond, Virginia during the 19th Century.[footnoteRef:2] Using this story as a springboard, the documentary details how these workers influenced the course of American and World History by using the technical knowledge and skills they learnt whilst working at the Welsh Tredegar.[footnoteRef:3] The aim of this essay is to assess the documentary within the context of Film Studies, Welsh History, and Welsh Heritage with a particular focus on Wales’ industrial heritage. To do this the analysis will first look at and evaluate the cinematic techniques used in the documentary and how they contribute the narrative presented in How the Welsh Changed the World – A Tale of Two Tredegars. Secondly, it will analyse how the film could be used to learn about Welsh History and Heritage as well as the strengths and weaknesses of the piece with relation to how it contests historical debates and scholarship.  [1:  Kevin Philips, How the Welsh Changed the World - A Tale of Two Tredegars [Film]. 2017 < https://www.amazon.co.uk/How-Welsh-Changed-World-Tredegars/dp/B07F8XPBND/ref=nav_signin?dchild=1&keywords=tredegar&qid=1616426342&sr=8-1& > [Accessed: 22nd March 2021]. ]  [2:  Philips, 2017. ]  [3:  Philips, 2017.] 


The documentary’s narrative conveys the idea that a team of Welshman led by Rhys Davies greatly influenced the history of the United States through their involvement in the creation of the Tredegar Iron Works in Richmond, Virginia.[footnoteRef:4] The idea that these men greatly influenced US history stems from the fact that the Tredegar Iron Works in Richmond was the primary armament factory used by the Confederate of States of America.[footnoteRef:5] It produced most of the Confederates’ heavy armament and the iron used to equip the ironclad CSS Virginia.[footnoteRef:6]  Essentially the argument made by the documentary is that these Welsh workers influenced US history because it was the skills and knowledge that they brought from the ironworks in Tredegar, Wales that allowed the Tredegar Iron Works in Richmond to produce the armaments needed for the Confederate war effort.[footnoteRef:7] It even goes as far to suggest that the Welshmen’s influence allowed the war to continue for as long as it did. It contends that because of the advanced technology installed at the Tredegar Ironworks in Richmond, the Confederates were able to produce enough equipment to carry on the fight, despite the defeats that they suffered during the American Civil War.[footnoteRef:8]  [4:  Chris Wood, ‘Two Tredegars' legacy as film tells of forgotten links’, BBC News, 12th November 2017. < https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-south-east-wales-41916928 > [Accessed: 22nd March 2021]. ]  [5:  Patrick Feng, ‘The M1857 12-Pounder Napoleon Gun-Howitzer’, On Point, 17.4 (2012), 15-17 (p. 16) < https://www.jstor.org/stable/26363038 > [Accessed: 22nd March 2021]. ]  [6:  Philips 2017. ]  [7:  Philips, 2017; Wood, ‘Two Tredegars' legacy as film tells of forgotten links’, 2017. ]  [8:  Philips, 2017.            ] 


The techniques used in the documentary to create the above narrative are not highly advanced, but they work well. The documentary makes great use of animation to highlight just how industrially advanced the Tredegar Ironworks in Wales was and how the town of Tredegar itself developed from a country settlement to an urban industrialised settlement.[footnoteRef:9] The judicious editing also helps here, in that the production team edited into the film maps of Tredegar dating from the town’s expansion in the 19th Century.[footnoteRef:10] The maps are used to great effect to show how the development of Tredegar went along with the development of the town’s ironworks.[footnoteRef:11] Their inclusion also adds weight to the claims made by the historians who discuss the history and stories presented in the documentary.[footnoteRef:12] Towards the end of documentary, the Welsh commentators discuss how there is very little left of the ironworks in Tredegar, Wales, due to the ironworks being demolished.[footnoteRef:13] The editing assists in the creation of a Mis en Scene that seems to be an attempt by the production team to make the viewer believe that it is a shame that very little of the ironworks in Tredegar, Wales still exists.[footnoteRef:14] This is carried out by the insertion of images of the Sirhowy Ironworks which thanks to editing are directly compared the images the Tredegar.[footnoteRef:15] These images are then paired with audio of the historians discussing how it is a shame that Sirhowy Ironworks still stands whilst the Tredegar ironworks does not.[footnoteRef:16] Overall, these combined techniques enhance the the historians’ views that suggest it is a great shame that the ironworks of Tredegar, Wales, no longer exists.[footnoteRef:17]    [9:  Philips, 2017.            ]  [10:  Philips, 2017.            ]  [11:  Philips, 2017.            ]  [12:  Philips, 2017; Marnie Hughes-Warrington, History Goes to The Movies: Studying History on Film (Abingdon: Routledge, 2017), pp. 125-126.       ]  [13:  Philips, 2017. ]  [14:  Philips, 2017.            ]  [15:  Philips, 2017.            ]  [16:  Philips, 2017.            ]  [17:  Philips, 2017; Wood, ‘Two Tredegars' legacy as film tells of forgotten links’, 2017.          ] 


It is fair to say that not all the technical aspects of documentary are quite so effective or impressive. The non-diegetic sound included in the documentary is basic, as the same pieces of music are used repeatedly throughout the documentary and they add very little to the overall presentation of the documentary.[footnoteRef:18] It can be argued though that a documentary’s classification or type can enhance it in place of well-done special effects and advanced cinematography. In the case of How The Welsh Changed The World - A Tale of Two Tredegars, the documentary should be classed as an expository documentary.[footnoteRef:19] This type is identified by both Marnie Hughes-Warrington and Robert A. Rosenstone as one of the most common types of documentary.[footnoteRef:20] They argue that expository documentaries rely on narrators to give their narratives a sense of authenticity and ‘talking heads’, a term used described interviews with experts, to make clear and concise arguments.[footnoteRef:21] These are features contained in How The Welsh Changed The World - A Tale of Two Tredegars which are used effectively to convey the documentary’s narrative and arguments in straight forward fashion that leaves the audience in no doubt as to what the documentary is trying to argue.[footnoteRef:22] This enhances the documentary as these techniques, especially the interviews, add a sense of authenticity which appears to make up for the documentary’s lack of advanced cinematic techniques and complements those few techniques which are present in the documentary. It should be noted however that Hughes Warrington and Rosenstone recognise that this enhancement found in expository documentaries does not make them immune to issues surrounding bias.[footnoteRef:23] This is discussed in the next section of this essay.  [18:  Philips, 2017.            ]  [19:  Hughes-Warrington, History Goes to The Movies: Studying History on Film, pp. 125-126. ]  [20: Hughes-Warrington, History Goes to The Movies: Studying History on Film, pp. 125-126; Robert A. Rosenstone, History on Film: Film on History (Abingdon: Routledge, 2018), pp. 74-75.   ]  [21:  Hughes-Warrington, History Goes to The Movies: Studying History on Film, p. 125; Rosenstone, History on Film: Film on History, pp. 74-75.]  [22:  Philips, 2017; Rosenstone, History on Film: Film on History, pp. 74-75.]  [23:  Hughes-Warrington, History Goes to The Movies: Studying History on Film, pp. 125-126; Rosenstone, History on Film: Film on History, pp. 74-75.     ] 


Another aspect of the documentary worth examining is how it portrays Wales and the Welsh. In a general sense, the documentary portrays Wales as a nation whose culture and society was heavily influenced by Welsh industrialisation during the 18th and 19th centuries.[footnoteRef:24] This image of Wales does have merit as it is largely recognised that the process of industrialisation fundamentally changed Welsh society. Martin Johnes in his book Wales; England’s colony? The Conquest, Assimilation and Re-creation of Wales argues that industrialisation changed Welsh society because it transformed rural communities into urbanised settlements.[footnoteRef:25] This is backed up by Yang Yu who highlights how the population of Merthyr Tydfil went from 8,000 in 1801 to 46,000 in 1851.[footnoteRef:26] Johnes builds on his claims to go further by insinuating that industrialisation assisted in the development of Welsh culture due to the schools, societies, and cultural organisations that were created in the urbanised communities.[footnoteRef:27] Of course, whilst the above does vindicate the documentary’s portrayal of Welsh culture and society it should be mentioned that it discusses the above firmly within the context of the town Tredegar which grew up around the Tredegar Ironworks in South Wales.[footnoteRef:28] Whilst the documentary does allude to the above happening throughout Wales, it uses Tredegar as a case study to show how industrialisation influenced Welsh society and culture.  [24:  Philips, 2017. ]  [25:  Martin Johnes, Wales: England’s Colony?: The conquest, Assimilation and Re-creation of Wales (Cardigan: Parthian, 2019), pp. 76-92. ]  [26:  Yang Yu, ‘Coal Resources Distribution and Its Influence on Industrial Development and Underground Water in UK’, Journal of Coastal Research, 93 (2019), 97-101 (p. 98) < https://www.jstor.org/stable/26853258 > [Accessed: 24th March 2021]. ]  [27:  Johnes, Wales: England’s Colony?: The conquest, Assimilation and Re-creation of Wales, pp. 76-92. ]  [28:  Philips, 2017. ] 


[bookmark: _Hlk67497810]The above image is also crafted in a way which appears to argue that industrialisation had good effects on Wales.[footnoteRef:29] The main argument made by the documentary regarding this is the idea that industrialisation both in Tredegar, Wales and other areas of the country provided improved living conditions.[footnoteRef:30] Whilst the point is valid, as it is recognised within scholarship that industrialisation brought some benefits to Wales and her communities.[footnoteRef:31] The documentary appears to have a bias towards portraying Tredegar, Wales as a model town which provided a high standard of living.[footnoteRef:32] This is problematic as the documentary is full of praise but appears to ignore the darker aspects of Tredegar, Wales which appeared alongside the more positive aspects of the town. The primary sources available for viewing paint a slightly different image of Tredegar, Wales to the one presented by the documentary.[footnoteRef:33] One such primary source is an essay which was published in the Morning Chronicle in 1850 called ‘The Mining and Manufacturing Districts of South Wales: Merthyr- Tredegar: Education of Pauper Children- Pauperism – Crime’.[footnoteRef:34] The essay portrays Tredegar as a settlement with a shortage of drinkable water and overcrowded accommodation.[footnoteRef:35] It even seemingly contradicts the documentary’s claim that the population were free to spend their pay in actively encouraged private businesses.[footnoteRef:36] The essay clearly states that whilst workers were free to use their money how they saw fit, there was understanding that they had to use the Tredegar Iron and Coal Company’s shop which was directly owned by the ironworks.[footnoteRef:37]    [29:  Philips, 2017. ]  [30:  Philips, 2017.]  [31:  Johnes, Wales: England’s Colony?: The conquest, Assimilation and Re-creation of Wales, pp. 76-82.  ]  [32:  Philips, 2017. ]  [33:  Specialist Correspondent, ‘The Mining and Manufacturing Districts of South Wales: Merthyr- Tredegar: Education of Pauper Children- Pauperism – Crime’, in The Morning Chronicle’s Labour and The Poor: Wales: The Mining and Manufacturing Districts: [From our Special Correspondent] Volume VIII, ed. by Rebecca Watts and Kevin Booth (Andover: Ditto Books, 2020), pp. 190-204 (pp. 203-204). < https://www.amazon.co.uk/Labour-Poor-VIII-Manufacturing-Chronicles/dp/1913515087/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1616606050&sr=8-2 > [Accessed: 24th March 2021]. ]  [34:  Specialist Correspondent, pp. 190-204.   ]  [35:  Ibid. pp. 203-204. ]  [36:  Ibid. pp. 203-204.]  [37:  Ibid. pp. 203-204.          ] 


Despite the bias towards portraying Tredegar, Wales, and industrialised Wales in general, in a positive light the bias does not seem to damage the historical accuracy and claims of the documentary. This is perhaps due to the production company, Cymru Creations, responsible for producing the documentary who according to their website are a non-profit company which specialises in ‘media and history themed community projects’.[footnoteRef:38] This means that the company will have wanted the documentary to be historically accurate as the company partially specialises in history projects.[footnoteRef:39] The desire to be accurate is perhaps more apparent with this documentary as the company is based in Tredegar, Wales itself.[footnoteRef:40] Due to this the production company likely did its due diligence to ensure that the arguments made within How the Welsh Changed the World - A Tale of Two Tredegars stand up to the scrutiny of historians.[footnoteRef:41] Unfortunately, secondary literature that proves the veracity of the documentary’s claims is rather scant within British Academia.[footnoteRef:42] American literature though is more numerous thanks to the influence the ironworks of Tredegar, Richmond had on the course of the American Civil War. Works such as Mary A. DeCredico’s Confederate Citadel: Richmond and Its People at War and Patrick Feng’s ‘The M1857 12-Pounder Napoleon Gun-Howitzer’ back the documentary’s primary argument that Welshmen, and by extension Wales, greatly influenced US history due to their involvement in the development of the Tredegar Ironworks in Richmond, Virginia.[footnoteRef:43] [38:  Cymru Creations, Cymru Creations (2021) < http://www.cymrucreations.co.uk/> [Accessed: 25th March 2021].      ]  [39:  Cymru Creations, 2021; Wood, ‘Two Tredegars' legacy as film tells of forgotten links’, 2017.          ]  [40:  Cymry Creations, 2021. ]  [41:  Philips, 2017. ]  [42:  Paul Heaney, ‘Plaque for Tredegar ironworks engineer Rhys Davies’, BBC News, 14th July 2014. < https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-23287414 > [Accessed: 25th March 2021]. ]  [43:  Mary A. DeCredico, Confederate Citadel: Richmond and Its Peoples at War (Lexington: Kentucky University Press, 2020), pp. 1-46; Patrick Feng, ‘The M1857 12-Pounder Napoleon Gun-Howitzer’, P. 16; Heaney, ‘Plaque for Tredegar ironworks engineer Rhys Davies’, 2013.     ] 


With the above in mind, it is possible to say that this documentary is a valid source which can be used by historians to learn about Welsh history and heritage. This does come with the caveat though that this usefulness is seemingly limited to when the documentary is used in certain contexts. For instance, if someone wished to use the documentary to learn about how the Welsh influenced US history, then this documentary is ideal. It makes use of primary sources from both America and Wales and interviews with historians, including Peter Morgan Jones and Nathan Madison who come from Wales and the US, respectively.[footnoteRef:44] This adds strength to the claims made in the documentary, as it able to show that scholars from both sides of the Atlantic agree about how significant the influence of the Welshmen of Tredegar, Wales was on US history.[footnoteRef:45] This means that documentary is historically sound and provides the audience with an excellent understanding part of how the Welsh influenced American history. On the other hand, though the documentary is perhaps less useful when being used as a source to learn about how industrialisation impacted both Welsh culture and society. As stated, before the documentary is correct to suggest that industrialisation did bring positive developments to Welsh culture and society.[footnoteRef:46] But it is less useful to historians within this context as the documentary does not acknowledge that working conditions in both Tredegar, Wales and other towns were typically worse than they are shown to be in the documentary.[footnoteRef:47] If a historian wanted to watch a documentary which offered a fairer representation on how industrialisation effected Wales, they would be better the BBC’s The Story of Wales since it offers a far more balanced representation of how industrialisation affected Welsh culture and society.[footnoteRef:48]      [44:  Philips, 2017; Wood, ‘Two Tredegars' legacy as film tells of forgotten links’, 2017.       ]  [45:  Philips, 2017; Wood, ‘Two Tredegars' legacy as film tells of forgotten links’, 2017. ]  [46:  Johnes, Wales: England’s Colony?: The conquest, Assimilation and Re-creation of Wales, pp. 76-82. ]  [47:  Adrian Vaughan, Grubs, Water and Relief: Tales of the Great Western Railway 1835-1892 (Bath: The Pitman Press, 1985), pp. 3-4; Philips, 2017. ]  [48:  ‘Episode 4: Furnace of Change’, The Story of Wales, BBC One, 12th March 2012   
< https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b01dczfc/the-story-of-wales-4-furnace-of-change > [Accessed: 25th March 2021]. ] 


Overall, How the Welsh Changed the World - A Tale of Two Tredegars is a well-made documentary which successfully communicates the history contained within it.[footnoteRef:49] It does this effectively as the creators utilise subject experts and primary sources to make the arguments.[footnoteRef:50] Even the limited cinematic techniques used in the documentary enhance its narration of its subject, especially the use of the editing despite the lacking use of diegetic and non-diegetic sound.[footnoteRef:51] The maps edited into the documentary also add authenticity to the claims it makes as it highlights how the documentary makes use of primary sources.[footnoteRef:52] The weakness of the image of Wales conveyed in the documentary though does reveal a weakness in the shape of the documentary’s bias towards showing Tredegar as an industrial town and that industrialisation mostly brought benefits to Welsh society and culture.[footnoteRef:53] This is a weakness that is exposed when the documentary’s claims are placed against scholastic sources which discuss Tredegar, Wales, and the industrialisation of Wales.[footnoteRef:54] This bias does not take away from the fact that the documentary is of tremendous use to historians who wish to learn about how the Welsh influenced US History. It is recommended that if a historian wishes to learn about how industrialisation affected Wales, they would be better watching The Story of Wales as it discusses the industrialisation of Wales with a far more even hand than How the Welsh Changed the World - A Tale of Two Tredegars.[footnoteRef:55]            [49:  Philips, 2017. ]  [50:  Philips, 2017. ]  [51:  Philips, 2017. ]  [52:  Philips, 2017. ]  [53:  Philips, 2017. ]  [54:  Adrian Vaughan, Grubs, Water and Relief: Tales of the Great Western Railway 1835-1892, pp. 3-4. ]  [55:  Philips, 2017; ‘Episode 4: Furnace of Change’, The Story of Wales, 2012.              ] 
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