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Cyfarthfa Castle Museum: CCM 270.004
Name of Entry: Naqada II Pot.
Object Type: Pottery Type Decorated Ware (D-Ware.)
Material: Marl Clay.
Period: Naqada II Period. Estimated 3550 – 3100 BC
Provenance: Naqada, Upper Egypt. Exact location Unknown.
Dimensions:
Height: ~ 300 mm 
Width: 280 mm 
Circumference:
· Top Rim: 491 mm 
· Widest: 879 mm 
· Base: 317 mm 
Diameter:  
· Top Rim: 156 mm 
· Widest point: 280 mm 
· Base: 101 mm 
Thickness:  
· Rim: 12 mm 
· Vessel: 16 mm 
 
 
Object Analysis by: Cerys Lye (2304505)
Description: 
Typically found in the Upper area of Egypt the Naqada II by the Gerzean Culture decorated pottery has been suggested as an origin point for the pottery with a high volume found as grave goods (Etheredge, L. 2008.) It may be suggested that the decorated pottery is an early example of communication giving meaning and symbolism to their environment. This is one piece shown as an example of that. 
A piece of pottery made of Marl A clay appearing in its fired colour which varies from brown to red from originally being a grey colour (Shaw, I. and Nicholson, P.T. 2000 pp. 420) There are indicators of the piece being made using a coiling process on the inside where there is some thinning of the clay in areas, this process helps provide structure to either part of a piece of runs throughout the piece, this method would be used commonly due to the potting wheel no yet being developed (Fern, K.2023.) Protruding out of the piece there are lugs that are 0.3 cm drilled through them, which suggest his may have been used to thread some string or thread through it to provide and anchor point for it to be suspended off the ground from the shoulder of the piece of pottery (Leadman, D. 2019.) Based on Petrie’s categorisation of pottery, this piece can be placed under the category of Decorated Ware or commonly known as D-Ware type 62-71 with similar characteristics to 46 with there being lugs with small drill holes (3D Petrie Museum, 2022.) The upper half of the piece of pottery is decorated with a red ochre paint this type of pottery is decorated with a scene which include motifs of triangles, leaves of which there are three and lines in a zig zag pattern around the rim. 
Each decorative motif part of the piece of pottery has deeper meaning, beginning with the triangles that are there are representations of the mountains in Egypt (British Museum, 2020.) The mountains were representative and significant to the culture as a form of stability and often are connected to the relationship to the gods, these mountains are also considered sacred sites (Naoumov. A. 2025.) Considering the importance the mountains are as a geographical location there are also other significant geographical signifiers on the piece. The image of The Nile is represented at the top of the pottery with the way the lines move, this is significant not only due to the location and it being a large water source to people of Egypt with it providing many needed essentials such as supporting agriculture, trade, and is shown in religious practices (The Archaeologist, 2025.) By the way it is symbolised by the lines and style is reminiscent of a the later established hieroglyph, as this piece of pottery pre-dates the creation of hieroglyphs. The hieroglyph itself is Water (Allen, J.P. 2014. Pp 520.) Then follows this are the leaves based on the design it appears to be a palm leaf. Palms were intertwined with their lives with them providing dates, materials and the materials traded also, it is seen as a symbol of resurrection, but also as a bridge between the people of the time and their divine beings often having an association with Fertility (Erikson, B. 2024.) 
The motifs surrounding the piece show a significant connection between the living and what comes after the person passes on.  It is also symbolic in the level of connection they had with their beliefs. With that in mind, the use of the piece as a grave good is equally important as the piece would have likely held something however it would appear to not be anything liquid based, as there is no indication of discolouration or residue, and would have likely been storing a dry material. The use of pottery as grave goods is one of importance due to their belief of death not being an end rather a continuation, In the case of this it would be as nourishment of the Ka, as grave goods were not for showing off the status of the deceased rather the preservation of their continued life providing the nourishment (Mark. J.J. 2017.) In spaces of the higher-ranking officials and royalty who are placed in their tombs the grave goods would be vast and varied in comparison to others. 
The information found about the Pre dynastic Egyptian civilisation at this time believed in living life in the best way possible for them and continuing that with the life after death seemingly is the most consequential goal of the Egyptian people of the time and as such their deal and the material remains has proven that. This piece shows that they were a deeply spiritual civilisation, able to see death not as an end however, as the beginning of a higher life. Choosing to celebrate those lost and mourning in practical way. With death being an interwoven part of everyday life having their own daily spiritual beliefs. 
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