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Summary: 
Common law is the legal system used in Great Britain and the United States (except the state of Louisiana). According to common law, judges must consider the decisions of earlier courts (precedents) about similar cases when making their own decisions. People sometimes call common law “customary law” because judges consider the customs (common practices) of the country when making decisions. In many countries the justice system combines elements of civil law (private cases), which was handed down from Roman law, and common law, which developed in England.  
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Common Law,
Common law is in effect legal precedent that is made by judges sitting in court. Unlike statutory provisions, which are laws that are codified as Acts of Parliament, the common law is constantly changing.
This is because of the fluid way in which judges interpret the law using their knowledge of legal precedent and common sense and by applying the facts of the case they are hearing to those prior decisions. English law works on a common law system, as opposed to a civil law system, which relies on statute and certain texts.
The common law ensures that the law remains “Common” throughout the land. However, as it is the House of Lords and the Court of Appeal (Criminal Division) that create the legal precedent in relation to criminal matters in England and Wales, it is the decisions made by these higher courts that bind the lower courts. 
There are some situations that are entirely new in relation to the common law, and the English courts do sometimes look abroad at the decisions of other commonwealth courts in order to seek direction or guidance from them. For example, an English court may be asked to consider a case decided in Canada or Australia in the absence of there being any precedent set in an English court. This can also assist in allowing the common law system to have a degree of flexibility but also, because courts look to each other for guidance, a certain level of stability too.
Civil law,
Civil law, also known as Romano – Germanic Law, regulates disputes between private individuals or entities (companies). It is this different to cases dealing with matters between individuals and the state, public law and criminal law. Civil law deals with issues such as personal injury, contracts, property, inheritance and family law.
The term jus civile, meaning “civil law,” for example, was used in ancient Rome  to distinguish the law found exclusively in the city of Rome from the jus   the law of all nations, found throughout the empire. The phrase has also been used to distinguish private law, governing the relations between individuals, from public law and criminal law. Finally, in the philosophy of law, civil law sometimes refers to the positive law of the state, as distinct from natural law. 
Contrast the two systems,
legal systems in countries around the world generally fall into one of two main categories: common law systems and civil law systems. There are roughly 150 countries that have what can be described as primarily civil law systems, whereas there are about 80 common law countries. 
The main difference between the two systems is that in common law countries, case law   in the form of published judicial opinions is of primary importance, whereas in civil law systems, codified statutes predominate. But these divisions are not as clear-cut as they might seem. In fact, many countries use a mix of features from common and civil law systems. Understanding the differences between these systems first requires an understanding of their historical underpinnings.
As mentioned above, in civil law, it is not the lawyers who act as the main investigator for their client’s case, but the judge. The judge’s role is, essentially, to establish the facts of the case and apply the relevant code.
In common law, the judge makes rulings based on the arguments presented by each party. They look at the facts of each case, more as a neutral third party than as a chief investigator. Lawyers in common law jurisdictions take a much more key role in shaping their client’s case than a judge would.
There are, of course, many differences between civil and common law jurisdictions surrounding how evidence is presented in litigation. This might include the admissibility of affidavits in civil law, or how the discovery process works.
A key difference in civil law is that, as the judge acts as the main investigator, court-ordered expert investigations can form a significant part of the trial. This is almost unheard of in common law, where parties might instead designate an expert witness, who is then cross-examined by the parties’ lawyers.
In disputes with a cross-border element, differing cultural interpretations of evidence (not to mention differences between civil or common law jurisdictions) can worry commercial parties.

History of the common law, 
Common law is an invention of the English courts: the Kings Bench, the Court of Common Pleas and the Exchequer so as to ensure, as remains the case today, that there were laws that superseded the decisions of the lesser courts.
Judges create the common law by delivering written judgments about the cases before them. If, for example, Magistrates’ Courts across England and Wales were able to make and follow their own precedent, this would create a huge variation in local and regional customs that could mean that local regimes are barely recognisable from one another.
The common law ensures that the law remains ‘common’ throughout the land. However, as it is the House of Lords and the Court of Appeal (Criminal Division) that create the legal precedent in relation to criminal matters in England and Wales, it is the decisions made by these higher courts that bind the lower courts. 
Examples of the Common law working in practice,
As a lawyer or legal student, you will often be required to research a point of law to check the current legal position in respect of a particular statutory provision or factual scenario. What this means is that you will have to research whether there is are any relevant statutes that relate to the area you are considering, and then look at recent (and sometimes not so recent) case law decisions of the higher courts to see if there is any other guidance thereon. Once you have identified these, it is also very important that you ensure that any statutes you have found are still in force.
 Common law examples include all cases in which the court makes decisions based on stare decisis, which means that judges look to legal precedents to decide cases. This can be seen often in countries whose legal systems are largely based on common law, such as the United States and Australia. Common-law marriage is another practical example of common law. Common-law marriage is a marriage that is not formally registered as a civil or religious marriage yet grants partners, the same rights as those who are married. In other words, common-law marriages allow cohabitating partners to reap the benefits of being married without being formally married. Thus, these marriages are not recorded by state registries nor are they celebrate in religious institutions.  
Conclusion,
The distinctive feature of common law is that it represents the law of the courts as expressed in judicial decisions. Judges decide cases found in precedents provided by past decisions, in contrast to the civil law system, which is based on statutes and prescribed texts. Other than the system of judicial precedents, other characteristics of common law are trial by jury and the doctrine of the supremacy of the law. Originally, supremacy of the law meant that not even the king was above the law but today it means that acts of governmental agencies are subject to scrutiny in ordinary legal proceedings.
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