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Introduction
[image: ]        This essay explores my digital PLE. A PLE is a representation of a person’s Personal Learning Environment. As defined by Graham Attwell a PLE is ‘a new approach to using technologies for learning’ (Attwell, 2007). It shall also describe the digital technology tools that I have used in my undergraduate program thus far. The essay also critiques my own learning and evaluates the strengths and weaknesses of my digital learning. In a mind map of my Personal Learning Environment I have included the following systems; Google, Google Scholar, Facebook, YouTube, Wikipedia and Moodle.
(Bowskill, 2018)
The Digital Technologies I use in Web 2.0
Before I started the BA Business and Management course I did not use technology as much in my day to day life. However, since the beginning of the undergraduate course I have been encouraged to expand my learning in this area. Many of my digital learning tools have been very beneficial, apart from a few that I did not get along with, Twitter is one of these. I find that Twitter is more of a headline-based sharing app. One advantage of a headline – based app is that allows the media to draw people’s attention to the main headlines. One disadvantage of this would be that you do not get the full story. 
It is stated by Marchionini that ‘humans will seek the path of least cognitive resistance’ (Marchionini, 1992). I feel that this statement is true for many of us. The search engine Google and Google Scholar allow us to search in a simpler and more accessible way. This allows for a method of least resistance rather than browsing through countless books, journals and articles for the relevant information. In my Digital Learning I have used Google and Google Scholar for researching data. Google 'Organise the world’s information and make it universally accessible and useful.' (Google, 2018). Whereas Google Scholar is an internet search site that allows the user to search for relevant “Scholarly Literature” across a variety of published formats, such as research papers, books and reports. I find that I use Google a great deal with my research for my assignments and also for my pre-lecture work, where we must research sources and descriptions of relevant data. Google is a useful tool in all aspects. It allows for research of data across the globe (Web 2.0) as opposed to traditional methods, such as physical information that is found in a library or book which can be limiting when comparing information and facts. Google Scholar is also a useful tool which I have used in many of my assignments. I find that the majority of the data stored here is relevant but does not always come up within the search parameters. ‘It rarely finds all of the reliable material that “scholarly” databases do, and it sometimes misses really important articles’ (Campbell, 2010).
Other digital technologies I tend to use are You Tube and Moodle. I do not use You Tube as much as the other digital tools. However, prior to the beginning of my undergraduate I had found You Tube to be more of a tool to teach practical physical skills, such as how to bake a cake or build a wall. During my university learning many of my lectures use You Tube to show past conferences and share knowledge. With the growing use of You Tube in my academic learning I have slowly stated to use this tool more for my understanding of topics in relation to my studies. You Tube is a growing tool in education. Many students are using You Tube as a pre-lecture tool, not just in university but also in schools.  This then allows the short amount of class time that is allocated for better usage such as problem solving or discussion time to better understand the concept of the topic. This method has been proven to work in our university (University Trinity Saint David’s) and also various schools such as in Minnesota USA. The school in Minnesota USA calls this method the “flipped classroom”. ‘Welcome to a "flipped classroom" at Byron High School-where the lectures are homework, and problem solving with the teacher is class time’ (Fulton, 2012). This article also brings in the use of Moodle into my Personal Learning Environment. This tool has proven to be invaluable in my undergraduate training. Not only is it a way grate to preview my upcoming lectures, it also ensures I can carry on with my learning and not worry if I miss a critical lecture, due to sickness or other pastoral problems. Moodle is also a way in which I can contact lecturers with questions or even other students as there are many links attached such as, email addresses and calendar events. Moodle is also a handy tool to keep students in touch with what is going on in the universities (Swansea and Aberystwyth).  Moodle is a system that I use for all my modules. I find that out of all my digital teachings Moodle has been the most helpful. Without Moodle I would not be able to remember half of the information shared in class. The most beneficial aspect of this system is that it allows me to look back on all my completed modules and the lectures. 
Another digital technology I use is Facebook. I use Facebook to keep in touch with family and friends and see what they are up to. Although from time to time I do come across educational pages that I find interesting. One example of this is a post called ‘Brut nature’. ‘Brut nature’ is an advertising site that that exposes issues that are harming the Globe. An instance of this was a post that showed that we purchase too much clothing than what is needed. Of this (10 million tons) ends up in landfill sites (Nature, 2018). On Facebook there are also many cooking pages which I have found useful for my home life and cooking family meals.  The use of Facebook for academic purposes has many downfalls. The main downfall of using Facebook is the distraction of fun interesting posts that come up whilst your browsing. This can waste a lot of time. Much of the data that does pop up may not be relevant to the topic in which you are studying and may not be factually correct (fake news). ‘Brut nature’, is relevant in a way as it shows us that much of the population around the world are not living sustainably. This shows how useful the internet is at raising awareness of important issues. It also makes the information available to many people at the same time, whereas books and traditional tools were typically only available one at a time. The other example, culinary teachings, is not relevant to my personal learning in my undergraduate program but is relevant in my home life. 
Wikipedia is a useful online encyclopedia that I use often. It is a tool that I use for both my university and home life. The main drawback of this tool is that the information is not always credible as anybody may change the information stored on this site, and so when using this digital tool one must be careful with the data ascertained and may even back it up with other research material.

Advantages and Disadvantages of My Digital Learning
My greatest advantage is that there are many digital tools available. I am always willing to try a new system, app or frame-work and see whether the technology suits me and that of my needs. One of my strong areas is that once I have grasped a technology and understand it I will use it constantly. I have a very open mind when it comes to technology as I can see that it is only going to grow and expand. As a mother I find digital tools helpful allowing me to study from home and care for my family at the same time. It adds grater flexibility to my studies meaning I can travel and not only work within the university. This allows me to carry on my work should a need arise for me to leave early from class. It also allows for many students to use research data simultaneously. An example of this is many students requiring the same book. This information is also instantaneously available (a touch of a button) when in a digital format.
Although I use many of the digital tools in my personal learning environment. One of the disadvantages I have found in my digital learning is that there is much data to sift through to find the relevant information. Another of my greatest weakness is ascertaining whether or not the information captured is relevant to the topic of my assignment and also factually correct. One way I have helped this is filtering the search, for example filtering the dates on Google Scholar.  I have found websites are always updating and the information changes constantly which might lose the data required if it is not captured there and then. An example of this is the BBC News homepage which is constantly changing. When using a system, I do not use it to its full potential. I often find and use the relevant information and then close the site thus making it difficult to find the data again. An additional disadvantage to my PLE is that I do not use digital tools enough outside of writing my assignments, an example of solving this is that I could have an electronic planner linking my university and home life. There is one fundamental area in the Personal Learning Environment that I do not like, and I find is the biggest disadvantage. This is that leaning via digital technologies means that I do not have the face to face discussions with my lectures. I prefer class room teachings which allows for instant responses to my questions and understanding. I worry that the future of traditional face to face teaching and all classes lectures and so forth are slowly being disbanded in favor of online training. It is also a worry that libraries will go out of fashion and start to close down as many of the newer generations are using their literacy social and academic reading online. An article written by Griffiths and Brophy found that ‘undergraduate students mainly use electronic information systems for academic purposes connected to assessment’ (Griffiths & Brophy, 2005). 
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  In conclusion to this reflection on my own learning I can positively say that although I have many week points in my digital learning I do try my best to overcome them. I have been growing in my knowledge and using new tools since starting my undergraduate degree. Reflecting back on myself and being honest about my learning has been hard. It has been hard to be open and honest about myself, to myself about my digital learning. However, the experience has been good for me and has unlocked some truths that I may not have thought of before. My Personal Learning Environment has shown me that there is more of a responsibility and independents to peoples own learning and as such my own. I understand that technology is only going to grow and expand, and the only way forward is to embrace the change and try and keep up. As Graham Attwell says ‘Change is difficult but it is probable that the rapid development and implementation of new technologies and social change make change in our educational provision inevitable.’ (Attwell, 2007). The way in which technology is growing is difficult and has many draw backs but if we want to keep up with society as a whole, in home and work life then we must embrace it with open arms. However, when researching we must critically apprise the information to ensure the data is correct. 
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