[bookmark: _Int_aNTQXb3W][bookmark: _Int_duRBhep5][bookmark: _Int_TS1mLcAJ][bookmark: _Int_kLOipOr4][bookmark: _Int_z34UPLSV]This essay question will be answering weather The French Revolution was a ‘popular revolution.’ The French Revolution was an uprising of the third estate after suffering various long term social and economic struggles. Such as high tax rates, the price of food skyrocketing and mass starvation amongst the lowest class in the society. While also being witness to the middle and higher classes lavish spending. On commodities such as lavish parties, large meals, and high fashion ware of the decade. Therefore, the public sought change to this unfair system and soon created a democratic government known as The National Assembly. This government was put in place to speak for the people and to start progressing on the issues the lower class have been trying to change through the legal process of France. However, the nobility and the clergymen would continue time and time over ignoring the lower class and their struggles. Which would result in the wealthier classes not helping in treating the growing inequality. Even when brought into a meeting by King Louie himself to discuss the country’s economic crisis. This meeting was known as The Estates General they were a gathering of the 3 Estates that made up the power balance of France. They were the nobility, the Clergy, and the subjects. Therefore, The Legislative Assembly was born. But soon this government began to develop new ideas of how the country should function and develop. Such as the infamous and historic discussion weather this new democratic government should entirely overthrow the monarchy and rule France as an equal governing body rather than a Feudalistic state. This continued to split the party in those who wished to keep the king as a figurehead more so than a ruler and those who wanted the king to be completely deposed from his high status. They were known as the Jacobins and the Cordeliers. Then soon after some heated situations between the two parties the new government was now known as The National Convention and France was officially declared a republic in 1793. And the king was put on trial and convicted for his crimes against the people and executed only a year later. Officially annexing the rule of the monarchy from France. With this context this essay will be discussing the true popularity of the revolution amongst various sources and parties. And providing evidence for both parties of this discussion in addition to final take away from this discussion and what can be learned from this debate weather it be from a technical perspective or a personal perspective.
[bookmark: _Int_kbkfisVL][bookmark: _Int_pCcU203L][bookmark: _Int_EqiCT3a7][bookmark: _Int_wCVpfv69][bookmark: _Int_e6Yz6N4R][bookmark: _Int_gJqj4jMn][bookmark: _Int_wvyIqXBA][bookmark: _Int_aLA1ixRl][bookmark: _Int_YEnlfpvm][bookmark: _Int_p6tnkIcX][bookmark: _Int_vpTKvrkK][bookmark: _Int_VIaByOd4][bookmark: _Int_YsWbmCET][bookmark: _Int_Jz4EgDkv][bookmark: _Int_HG3QpBIR]The question being asked is intended to give us a better understanding on the people of the revolution's true perspective on the revolution as a movement and how it was handled by its party representatives. This issue has people split in-terms of opinions and the evidence behind these claims. During the initial stages of the revolution, it becomes clear that the public felt a sense of unease amongst the general populace. Evidence of this general feeling of tension is clear in the following source provided by “The London Gazette” which was a newspaper published in England. Which provided an article discussing the growing unrest in France during the initial stages of the revolution. It is quoted as saying “A general Consternation prevailed throughout the Town.” This sets up the source out right stating that there is a large sense of anxiety emanating through the general township with use of the word “Consternation.” Which means a sense of anxiety. Furthermore, it goes on to describe the conditions of the township. “All the Shops were shut; all public and private Employments at a Stand, and scarcely a Person to be seen in the Streets.” This depicts a very sparsely populated area that would typically be sprawling with life, personality, and life. Now reduced to a barren landscape. Implying people could be hiding themselves in their homes. Either out of fear however, it could also possibly be a symbol of the sheer amount of poverty that was mass spread at this time. The text then goes on the bring up a new interest detail to this scene painted for us. “Except the armed Burghers, who acted as a temporary Police for the Protection of private Property, to replace the established one, which had no longer had any influence.” The fact that the private properties felt they had to hire private police to guard their establishment. Can be interpreted as the desperation of the public to possibly have to turn to raid the store fronts for goods due to the exorbitant prices. It can also be a good representation of the greed of the higher classes. Feeling you need to hire private police in order to keep your goods from being distributed to the impoverished and starving people of the third estate. With the context of this source, you can easily identify that there was an air of tension in the air regarding the early days of the revolution. This does not necessarily imply any positive or negative specific popularity related opinion. As much as it depicts the anxiety and tension of the beginning of the chaotic and growing intensity which reflects the later phases of the revolution and its effects on the people. 
[bookmark: _Int_JiMkLci8][bookmark: _Int_UdfphREH][bookmark: _Int_NTu4dGHg]Secondly, this brings us to the wider picture this question introduces us to. It also gives light to the wider suffering of people under this feudalistic system. Which ranged from political and financial instability and inequality. Of which the revolution attempted to recover and repair. However, the effectiveness of these solutions seemed widely divided. amongst various ways of life including different types of people with differing opinions on how effective the revolution has been for them of their families. Which brings me to my current research of which have been recounted from letters and diaries of the common people experiencing the revolution first hand. Including how they viewed the revolution and how they felt about its decisions. This first account comes from a French soldier during the war between France, Austria, and Prussia during the Revolution in 1793. He starts the letter by saying “I have always been republican in spirit.” And “The principles of love for a la patrie, la liberté, la république, are not only only engraved on my heart, but are deeply etched.” You can immediately see a passionate sense of pride in supporting the people of France during the Revolution and a high sense of trust and morale in the movement and what he is fighting for. Additionally, he goes on to show a strong level of awareness of the atrocities that are happening around him based off this quote. “If I recounted to you the cruelties committed in the Vendée by both sides, your hair would stand on end.” This shows awareness that a high level of blood shed and horror is happening on both ends of this war taken part by both parties. However, the letters take a turn when the war proceeds to trudge forwards painfully especially for the still fighting soldiers of France such as this one. Highlighting this quote “most of the time we are reduced to eating a pound and a half of poor quality rye bread which passes through our stomachs like gruel in twenty-four hours. As for clothing, the majority of the soldiers are barefoot…. So decide which path you want to take, to let me die in misery or to help me.” This paints a heartbreaking scene of many hundreds of soldiers with barely any resources and broken and exhausted down to their bones. This is a stark difference in trust, enthusiasm, and morale from the past letters as the war pushes forward with little to no support or supplies for these suffering broken soldiers. 
My next source is from a local citizen in Orléans during a tragic time in the revolution where basic commodities for the public was running low and more extreme changes were being made to specifically to religion and worship. You can immediately sense a stark difference in start to this letter compared to the solider. Which began with a positive mix of trust, morale and patriotism to the nation. However, this letter begins with “those who see these writings will shudder at the great misery their fathers and mothers suffered during this cruel revolution and seeing their poor children asking for bread without being able to give them any.”  This demonstrates a strong hatred towards the revolutionary movement and how its currently treating the class it intended to help and support. It echoes back to the sentiments before the revolutionary government and how the people criticised the king for not feeding his people when he was in power. This puts forward that the opinion of this citizen compares the current government issues with the exact same issues of the past monarchy arguing that nothing had changed about their living situations as a public. She then concluded her experience with similar tragic and angered sentiments towards the revolution not doing anything for the public by stating that “their ancestors had suffered during the revolution of that century.” In context of them predicting that the later generations would learn of this period and hopefully they will understand the pain the public suffered as per their account. Overall, we can gain that from these two accounts the public soon after the initial stages of the early revolution. There was much hope that life would improve and that they would be able to feed their people. However, the later more extreme stages of these revolutionary reforms were felt though the suffering public. Who were promised improvements and especially food which had not been felt or experienced or given to many of France still even after the reforms. 
Finally, we come to a conclusion where I will be discussing the strengths and weaknesses of each of the sources used. Along side how and why they apply to this discussion in answering the overarching question. Including my final take away from this writing and what can be learned going forward. Firstly, in regard to the “London Gazette” you could argue that the weakness of this source is that it is a London based publication discussing the revolution through the lens of an observer. Especially when translating that information for the British public. This poses an interesting issue as the newspaper could potentially have issues with censorship or bias interpretation. Particularly when considering Britain at this time is being ruled under a monarchy. Therefore, they might want to prevent a similar uprising happening on their own territory by possibly censoring and or misrepresenting specific elements of the revolution taking place. However, the strong point of this source is that it seems as though they have a corespondent in the area of France to observe the events and environment around them. This makes a good case for the accuracy of the environments that are being painted for us. Especially when similar environments are painted for us by the other sources being used. In terms of the civilian sources of the solider and the regular citizen. These are considered strong first-hand accounts as these people are living through the developments of the revolution every day. And are writing in letters back home and in diaries, this is highly relevant as they have no reason to lie in personal writings that they do not intend to share with a large audience unlike the news paper. However, these people could possibly be from opposing parties of the revolutionary government. Possibly making their accounts somewhat bias towards their preferred parties. This brings me to my final conclusion of what can be learned from this writing. It can be learned that interpretations and or accounts of a specific event in history no matter how first or second hand the source is can still have elements to make such recount unreliable. This is why attempting to find further context to such recounts can be vital in research projects such as this. Therefore, I will attempt to improve my skills by furthering my research into the people and or companies behind the sources as much as possible moving forward in my future projects.
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