[bookmark: _GoBack]The Caucasus mountains stand at a crossroad between the Middle East to the south, Russia and north Asia to the north and east, and Europe to the west. The nations in and around the Caucasus and the Black Sea have faced decades of political turmoil and tension, reaching back as far as the dismantling of the USSR, political and ethnic tensions, and now the migration crisis affecting the entirety of the Middle East, North Africa, and Europe. Migrants fleeing war and economic crisis across Syria, Lebanon, and Iran in particular will often travel towards the southern foothills of the Caucasus in order to make their way either to Turkey, Russia, or further on into western Europe. While most will leave the mountains and head onwards, many have found traveling hard and remained in the Caucasus, in Georgia, Armenia, and Azerbaijan. These countries have also acted as havens for migrants from smaller minority groups. The Yazidis faced horrific persecution at the hands of ISIL, and many have moved north into the Caucasus. In 2013, a Yazidis community and religious center was opened in Tbilisi, the Georgian capital, one of only three in the world at the time.  the influx has seen tensions rise in this diverse yet disparate region, with the arrival of Syrian Kurds into northern Armenia causing issues with Turkic groups in the area. Despite these new arrivals, many of the regions have seen a net loss in population due to the migration of their own citizens. Georgia has had a negative yearly net migration since the 2003 Rose Revolution, with many citizens leaving to find work in the EU, UK, and the United states. Georgia in particular serves as a microcosm of the issues facing the Caucasian states in this current crisis.
Georgia faces issues of internal migration away towards Europe. Conflict in the mid 1990s between Georgia and the Russian aligned regions of South Ossetia, Adjara, and Abkhazia displaced thousands of Georgia's, many of whom migrated to America to escape the violence. Like many nations in eastern Europe, Georgia has a strong remittance economy, were members of a family will migrate away to seek work and send money back to Georgia. In the 2012 Georgian election showed that over 30% of Georgian citizens were living abroad, and this number only includes Georgians who moved through official means rather than chancing the Mediterranean. In 2009 Georgia also left the Russian headed CIS and made it clear that it seeks to join the EU in the future. Since 2003, huge numbers of Georgians have left the country to seek work in the EU. 
In response, EU aid has been given to help them reach the standards needed to become a member. The aims of this aid are primarily to develop Georgia’s economy and infrastructure, with huge housing developments and schooling programs in the capital of Tbilisi being partly funded by American aid. However, in the last few years a large portion of this yearly aid has gone to construction of migrant camps along the southern border, particularly in the regions of Adchara and Kvemo kartli. International pressure to stem the flow of migrants entering Europe through Georgia has led to rehousing schemes sending migrants to camps and increasing deportations. Many migrants have also found themselves in the coastal cities of Bat’umi and Sokhumi, waiting for opportunities to cross the Mediterranean into Europe through Greece and Turkey.
The large populations of migrants in these areas have unfortunately become victim to human traffickers. Georgia has one of the worst rates of human trafficking in the world, with gangs with financial ties to the Russian mafia and organized crime targeting young women for trafficking into prostitution in western Europe. This has been an issue in Georgia for decades, with corruption and perceived government ties to organized crime being a major cause of the 2003 Rose Revolution. The UN’s International office of migration has programs to return trafficked Georgians to their homes with over 10 different countries across Europe, including the UK, Austria, Poland, and Switzerland. Much of the IOM’s programs involve the return and rehabilitation of Trafficking victims and training the Georgia border officials to spot suspicious behavior. However, these programs have a flaw in that they often focus on Georgian speaking citizens, particularly those of Slavic, Turkic, or Ethnic Georgian origin. With Georgia receiving very little media coverage or outside attention, a migrant who doesn't fit those categories and then falls victim to human trafficking while in Georgia may not receive the same level of help or support from these international systems. 
Another issue Georgia faces is drug smuggling. Georgia and the Caucasus form one of the northern hemispheres largest drug smuggling routes, with Heroin produced in the Middle East and the north of India coming through these states towards the east European and Russian drug markets. Georgia's poorest area face massive issues from Heroin addiction, and much of the country's economic output is funneled into drugs, which in turn funds the people traffickers who often receive financial backing from organized crime groups with stakes in the drug trade. The migrant community in Georgia is also vulnerable to drugs, further exacerbating these issues. The mix of drugs, money, and a vulnerable community of migrants fleeing conflict has created a sickening system of abuse in Georgia that needs to be highlighted by research.
The focus of my research would be into the criminal elements in Georgia and the way that negligent attitudes towards the migrants by government authorities has led to vicious targeting and exploitation. The rise of human trafficking affecting migrants is a true tragedy and needs to be studied further to understand what can be done to safeguard these vulnerable communities from abuse by these criminal factions. Much of my research would be into the international response and rehousing program for human trafficking victims. Much of this would be done through data published by the IOM and government offices like the Home office in the UK, who operate our counter Trafficking operations. 



