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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.

Prior to my current role within adult services, I worked within children’s services for 11 months. This provided me with experience in safeguarding children and supporting families, developing my understanding of Child Protection (CP), children’s right and multi-agency working. I was able to strengthen my understanding of how legislation, policy and professional collaboration are used to promote positive outcomes and protect children from harm. 

The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA) places a duty on relevant partners to report children at risk or experiencing potentially harm. SSWBA incorporates and has the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) embedded through out the Act, this ensures that the child’s voice, welfare and best interests remain the premise of any decision-making. 

The Children Act 1989 remains as a fundamental piece of children’s welfare legislation and it is underpinned in the SSWB(W)A 2014. The Act states that the welfare of the child is paramount when decision are made about their upbringing. It provides the legal framework for safeguarding interventions; including Section 17 support for children in need and section 47 enquiries where there is reasonable cause to suspect significant harm. Although there is no statutory definition of significant harm, section 31(9) of the CA 1989 states that a child’s health and development should be compared with that which could reasonably be expected of a similar child. Furthermore, the Children Act 2004 strengthened arrangements for safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children. There is an emphasis on the importance of multi-agency working and places duties on organisations to work together to protect children (Social Care Wales, 2024)

Children’s rights in Wales are championed through the embedment of the UNCRC within the sswba 2014. The Act ensures and states that children’s rights to protection, participation and provision. Article 12 is significant as it recognises a child’s right to express their views in matters affecting them. Advocacy is an important element of safeguarding practice. SSWBA 2014 and associated Codes of Practice emphasise that importance of ensuring that children can participate in decisions affecting them. Where appropriate, children should be supported by an advocate to ensure their wishes and feelings are represented. 

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2024) provide social workers and practitioners with guidance with how to respond to concerns regarding abuse, neglect and harm. They outline the responsibilities of agencies and professionals involved in safeguarding and promote consistent practice across Wales. The procedures recognise a range of abuse categories of abuse, including physical, emotional, sexual and neglect, while also acknowledging other risks that may cause actual or potential harm to a child. 

Wales operates within a comprehensive legislative and policy framework designed to safeguard children, uphold their rights and promote positive outcomes. Legislation such as the SSWB(W)A 2014, the CA (1989) AND 2004 and the UNCRC establish the legal principles underpinning practice in Wales, while policies such as the Wales Safeguarding Procedures provide guidance and implementation. Altogether, they support child centred, rights bases and collaborative approaches to safeguarding and family support.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

My experiences of working in both children and adult services has enhanced my understanding on the similarities and differences in safeguarding practice. Although the overall aim of safeguarding is to protect individuals from abuse, neglect or harm. The approaches to intervention differ between children and adults. 

In children’s work, safeguarding is underpinned by the principle that the child’s welfare is paramount (Children Act 1989). Where there is reasonable cause to suspect that a s child is suffering, or is likely to suffer significant harm (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2024). Professionals have a duty to intervene to protect the child. 

On the contrast, adult safeguarding places a greater emphasis on the rights of the individual to make decisions about their own lives. Under the SSWBA 2014, safeguarding procedures seeks to balance protection with, choice and control. Adults with care and support needs may have the mental capacity to make that decision. 

There are similarities to note regarding decision-making in both areas of work. In both areas, social workers must consider an individual’s ability to understand information and contribute to decisions that affect them. In work with children, there is the Gillick competence (NSPCC, 2022) this recognises that children under the age of 16 may have sufficient understanding to make decision about their own welfare and care without parental consent (ref). This is similar in work with adults as social workers must consider whether an individual has capacity to make decisions under the Mental Capacity Act 2005. These frameworks promote a rights base approach and recognise that age alone should not determine whether a person’s views should be considered. 

Another difference relates to focus of assessment. In children’s safeguarding, the assessment is focussed on parental capacity, whether the child’s needs are being met and the environment around them (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2024). Assessments in adult services tend to focus on the individuals’ vulnerabilities, capacity, strengths and impact of abuse or neglect on the adult’s wellbeing. Both areas require social workers to identify risk, recognise signs of abuse and work collaboratively with agencies.

There are some similarities as multi agency working is vital in both areas of work with social care professionals, health services, education services and police sharing information to ensure effective safeguarding outcomes. Both adults and children’s safeguarding are underpinned by the SSWBA (2014) and Human Right Act 1998 principles.

389 words







400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).




24

image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
N Y Drindod Dewi Sant

" University of Wales
Trinity Saint David





Version  1_Cohort 15     1         GRADUATE CERTIFICATE in  Consolidation  of Social Work Practice   LEVEL 6  -   60 Credits   BMPF6044       LEARNER  PORTFOLIO   (PORTH AGORED and U NIVERSITY OF WALES  TRINITY SAINT DAVID )      

Learner’s name:   Rhiannon Nelson     Email address:   2520519@student.uwtsd.ac.uk     Learner’s University Registration   Number:   2520519     Cohort:  21 onwards  

           

