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Comments:
Your dissertation is based on an impressive range of sources covering a vast expanse of history.  The central issue – the survival of Persian (specifically Zoroastrian) millenarianism and conjunctional theory (p.10) – is similarly vast, and you deserve considerable credit for tackling such a complex and demanding topic.  The mark I have awarded is constrained primarily by my feeling that you have not brought a sufficiently sharp analytical edge to your study for this to be regarded as an outstanding piece of work.  

A more analytical approach would mean defining, at the outset, criteria by which the persistence, or not, of Zoroastrian ideas could be evaluated, and discriminating these clearly from astrological concepts that do not necessarily depend on Zoroastrian thought.  So for example, perhaps the incursion of the supernatural into the natural world at astrologically-significant points in planetary cycles is a significant criterion – as per your discussion on p.56.  Or, again, the emphasis on a struggle between good and evil as a theme that tends to emerge at those same astrologically-significant junctures could be a criterion.  Having defined your criteria, you would then consider whether the astrological examples you give show such traits, and look at instances where these traits are present and instances where they are not.  There are of course elements of such analysis in your work; my point is that, ideally, it would be pursued and focussed on much more than is currently the case.  To put this in a different way, I think your theme could be better served if you devoted a little less space to detailing planetary cycles and predictions, and more to uncovering the beliefs astrologers have, and which inform those predictions.  Incidentally, there are a few books of astrological forecasts that emerged just before the millennium – I think particularly of E. Alan Meece’s Horoscope for the New Millennium and Noel Tyl’s Predictions for a New Millennium – that could have been useful sources, as examples of astrologers’ approaches to the millennium, to planetary cycles, and to the confluence of the two.

As it stands your dissertation is at the word limit, and so it could be argued that there is no room for additional analysis.  I think some material could have been trimmed, however.  There were points where I felt that you were aiming for comprehensive coverage of the issues under discussion, without evaluating how far some of the information advanced your central theme. 

The quality of your English prose is fairly good in general, but there were numerous passages where your meaning was not immediately obvious and I had to read between the lines to arrive at the sense you were aiming for.  To give one example: the first full sentence on p.56 is quite obscure compared to the equivalent passage in Broecke to which you refer.

One very minor issue that I will mention with thought for the possible future readers of your work: in referring to books by Greene, Carter and Roberts the page numbers you give do not correspond to the pagination in the original texts.  In the cases of the first two at least, this is because you are working from revised editions.  Whenever possible, it is desirable to include a reference to the original pagination; and, where this is not possible, to at least give the chapter number so as to reduce the time a reader with the original text needs to devote to the pursuit of references!

In conclusion, while I believe there is room to develop and improve the work presented in your dissertation, it is a very solid piece of research and as such deserves a very solid pass mark.  Well done!
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Comments:

 You have taken on a most interesting project, which relates the substantial interest of modern astrologers in the current patterns of the outer planets and there presumed relationship with historical events, and asks whether there is evidence of continuity with the earliest known example of this kind of astrology, in Zoroastrian Persia around the 1st -3rd centuries. 
You have researched the question widely, from English translations of the earliest known Arabic sources, through the scholarly literature (you have consulted everything available in English to the modern astrological sources, which you have identified fall into two groups, (1) those that contain the theory and rules for looking at outer planet cycles and (2) those from the period 2010-2014 which are applying these theories and rules to the current Uranus-Pluto square. 
Your coverage of the literature is comprehensive, well referenced, generally well written (with some lapses) and clearly structured. However, what you don’t have is a systematic summary of the theoretical and technical nature of Zoroastrian Persian astrology, as transmitted through the Arabic texts, to the assumptions evident in the modern material. There is a very brief comparison, but a more extensive and systematic comparison would have been the important contribution of your research, answering the question about the relationship between the modern and Persian material. 
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