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This painting is named The Execution of Lady Jane Grey, created in 1833 by the French artist Paul Delaroche. This painting is currently held and can be viewed in The National Gallery in London. Lady Jane Grey was the great granddaughter of Henry the 7th and Elizabeth of York and the granddaughter of Mary Tudor and Charles Brandon[footnoteRef:1]. Lady Jane Grey was most famously known as the Nine Day Queen of England in 1553 after her cousin Edward VI had died and proclaimed that the crown pass through his aunty Mary Tudors line, he did not however specify in his last will and testament that the crown had to be passed on to the male heirs of the line so the crown had gone through Mary Tudor to Lady Jane Grey as there were no male heirs left, he did this to prevent Mary I from gaining the throne and bringing back a Catholic monarchy to England. Lady Jane Grey unfortunately only spent nine days on the throne before Mary I sent her to the Tower of London to be executed at the age of seventeen. In this painting, the artist beautifully captures the raw emotion of this historically significant moment bringing an overwhelming feeling of sadness to the viewer, but it is also quite historically inaccurate[footnoteRef:2]. [1:  Family tree of Jane ‘lady Jane Grey’ england (no date) Geneanet. Available at: https://gw.geneanet.org/cousinjeanne?lang=en&n=england&oc=0&p=jane%2Blady%2Bjane%2Bgrey (Accessed: 06 December 2023). 
]  [2:  Paul Delaroche, 1797 - 1856. The Execution of Lady Jane Grey. Oil on canvas, 1833. The National Gallery, London; Bequeathed by the Second Lord Cheylesmore, 1902, JSTOR, https://jstor.org/stable/community.15665297. Accessed 29 Nov. 2023.
] 


The medium used for this panorama was oil-based paint on a 246 x 297cm canvas[footnoteRef:3]. Delaroche’s artwork depicts the last few moments of Lady Jane Grey's life, the moment captures Lady Jane Grey realising she does not know her way to the block, she is said to have cried out ‘what shall I do?, Where is the block?” it pictures her alongside her ladies in waiting, the executioner and Sir John Brydges who had helped her onto the block when he had heard her plea.[footnoteRef:4] The painting is beautifully emotional however the emotional aspect for the viewer ‘depends utterly on our knowing the narrative before or after the scene’[footnoteRef:5]. The choice of subject matter, in this case, is quite significant as it is a prime example of how French artists in the early 1800s took a lot of interest in British history and this one, in particular, is significant. This is because in France at the time Marie-Antoinette had just been beheaded in 1793 as a result of the French Revolution in 1789 and this would have been a very interesting parallel for viewers of the painting and could be argued to have been a great way for Delaroche to create a beautiful piece of art but also make some political commentary on the recent chaos that occurred in France[footnoteRef:6].  [3:  Paul Delaroche, 1797 - 1856. The Execution of Lady Jane Grey. Oil on canvas, 1833. The National Gallery, London; Bequeathed by the Second Lord Cheylesmore, 1902, JSTOR, https://jstor.org/stable/community.15665297. Accessed 29 Nov. 2023.]  [4:  Paul Delaroche, 1797 - 1856. The Execution of Lady Jane Grey. Oil on canvas, 1833. The National Gallery, London; Bequeathed by the Second Lord Cheylesmore, 1902, JSTOR, https://jstor.org/stable/community.15665297. Accessed 29 Nov. 2023.]  [5:  Wright, B.S. (2007) ‘The space of time: Delaroche’s depiction of modern historical narrative’, Nineteenth-Century French Studies, 36(1), pp. 72–92. doi:10.1353/ncf.2007.0095. ]  [6:  The National Gallery, L. (no date) Painting history: Delaroche and lady Jane Grey, Painting History: Delaroche and Lady Jane Grey | Press Release: November 2009 | National Gallery, London. Available at: https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/about-us/press-and-media/press-releases/painting-history-delaroche-and-lady-jane-grey (Accessed: 04 December 2023).] 


The devastation shown by the ladies in waiting provides the audience with an insight into how important and loved Lady Jane Grey was, the use of the ladies in waiting really does amplify the already emotive feeling this painting achieves. It makes it very hard for a viewer to not feel for Lady Jane Grey especially considering her age and the clear impact her death is having on those close to her. The ladies in waiting are not the only people of importance in this painting, it is clear that Sir John Brydges is also quite emotional about the upcoming execution, and you can see quite clearly in the image that he looks at Lady Jane Grey with compassion. Sir John Brydges attire is also quite significant to this painting and the contrast between Lady Jane Grey's small frame and her white dress and Brydges rather large frame with dark black clothes gives the painting more ‘pathos’ according to art blogger Jonathan[footnoteRef:7]. This is also seen by the expression of the executioner who does not look very enthusiastic about being the one to doing the execution, we obviously do not know how the executioner actually felt but the way he is portrayed in this painting is unlike most other executioners in other paintings like the Execution of Annas du Bourg held in the Royal Collection Trust which portrays the executioners as quite excited to be taking part in the event[footnoteRef:8].  [7:  jonathan5485, A. (2011) The execution of Lady Jane Grey by Paul Delaroche, my daily art display. Available at: https://mydailyartdisplay.uk/2011/08/01/the-execution-of-lady-jane-grey-by-paul-delaroche/ (Accessed: 06 December 2023).]  [8:  German school, 16th century - the execution of Annas du Bourg (no date) Royal Collection Trust. Available at: https://www.rct.uk/collection/402692/the-execution-of-annas-du-bourg (Accessed: 03 December 2023). ] 


The painting itself almost exclusively consists of darker colours like black, brown, deep greys and dark reds apart from the main focus point of this painting which is Lady Jane Grey who is painted wearing a white dress in the middle of the painting[footnoteRef:9]. Christopher P Jones argues that the white dress Lady Jane Grey is seen wearing in the painting is significant as it is indicative of her virtue and innocence[footnoteRef:10], it also promotes a feeling of sadness for those looking in and seeing a young girl about to die. Matilda Jones also believes the gown Lady Jane Grey is wearing is significant as it is a very bright white dress that clearly stands out in the otherwise very dark painting[footnoteRef:11]. Another thing that stands out in the painting is the hay on top of the black tarp waiting to catch the blood after the execution, this is also one of the lightest parts of the painting bringing the consequences of an execution to the front of the viewers mind giving it even more pathos but also brings an immersive feeling to the painting as it almost looks like the straw is falling from the painting[footnoteRef:12]. Although this painting is a very popular painting of Lady Jane Grey it is not really believed to be very historically accurate to how the execution would have actually occurred according to Frank Prochaska[footnoteRef:13]. The depiction of Lady Jane Grey blindfolded in a white virginal dress seems to be more likely an accurate depiction of the protestant propaganda releases at the time to solidify Lady Jane Greys innocent image[footnoteRef:14]. This was further argued by Gustave Planche (an art critic) who believes that Delaroche has completely misunderstood Lady Jane Grey and the event as a whole as she seems to be ‘confused and terrified’ when in reality, historical reports tell us she went to the block with ‘perfect stoicism’[footnoteRef:15]. [9:  The National Gallery, L. (no date) Painting history: Delaroche and lady Jane Grey, Painting History: Delaroche and Lady Jane Grey | Press Release: November 2009 | National Gallery, London. Available at: https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/about-us/press-and-media/press-releases/painting-history-delaroche-and-lady-jane-grey (Accessed: 04 December 2023).	]  [10:  Jones, C.P. (2023) How to read paintings: The execution of lady Jane Grey by Paul Delaroche, Medium. Available at: https://christopherpjones.medium.com/how-to-read-paintings-the-execution-of-lady-jane-grey-by-paul-delaroche-b6151b845714 (Accessed: 01 December 2023). ]  [11:  Write on art: ‘the execution of lady Jane Grey’ by Paul Delaroche (no date) Art UK. Available at: https://artuk.org/discover/stories/write-on-art-the-execution-of-lady-jane-grey-by-paul-delaroche (Accessed: 03 December 2023). ]  [12:  The National Gallery, L. (no date) Painting history: Delaroche and lady Jane Grey, Painting History: Delaroche and Lady Jane Grey | Press Release: November 2009 | National Gallery, London. Available at: https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/about-us/press-and-media/press-releases/painting-history-delaroche-and-lady-jane-grey (Accessed: 04 December 2023).]  [13:  Frank Prochaska          | Published in          History Today          Volume 35 Issue 10 October 1985 (no date) The many faces of lady Jane Grey, History Today. Available at: https://www.historytoday.com/archive/many-faces-lady-jane-grey#:~:text=The%20Execution%20of%20Lady%20Jane,as%20Jane%20the%20Protestant%20saint. (Accessed: 03 December 2023). ]  [14:  The National Gallery, L. (no date) Painting history: Delaroche and lady Jane Grey, Painting History: Delaroche and Lady Jane Grey | Press Release: November 2009 | National Gallery, London. Available at: https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/about-us/press-and-media/press-releases/painting-history-delaroche-and-lady-jane-grey (Accessed: 04 December 2023). ]  [15:  Smyth, P. (2022) Paul Delaroche - painting and popular spectacle. Liverpool: Liverpool University Press.] 


Alongside the use of the virginal white dress, Delaroche purposefully includes other fancy clothes and materials for the others in the image including that of furs, silks, and velvets to further the immersive experience of viewing the painting. As mentioned previously the executioner's expression shows he is potentially quite detached from his part in this execution, however, the reason viewers of the painting are so drawn to the executioner is because of his almost blood-red trousers rather than his facial expression. Lady K Flo believes that this was an artistic choice to enhance the emotive feeling of the painting, it is symbolic of the fact that Lady Jane Grey is a teenage girl about to lose her life and this is just another average workday for this man[footnoteRef:16].   [16:  Katherine (2022) The execution of Lady Jane Grey by Paul Delaroche, LadyKflo. Available at: https://www.ladykflo.com/the-execution-of-lady-jane-grey-by-paul-delaroche/ (Accessed: 06 December 2023).] 


Matilda Jones also identified the importance of the colours and lighting used in this painting; she identified that Delaroche quite clearly was inspired by the tableau vivant as the painting portrays ‘monochromatic, dramatic lighting’ which in her opinion solidifies the distressing nature of the painting[footnoteRef:17]. Alongside the colour and lighting the realistic nature of both the individuals and the scenery in Delaroche’s paintings is also very important, realistic techniques were a key feature of many of Delaroche's paintings and brought a massive amount of the supporters of realism to Delaroche’s work[footnoteRef:18]. In addition to the realistic figures in this painting one of the most intriguing parts of the scene is that not one of the figures portrayed is interacting with the viewer they are all looking either away from the image or are looking at other significant parts of the painting like the hay or the other people in the painting, this plays into the idea that this painting is quite theatrical[footnoteRef:19]. This has also been identified as a technique to bring the audience into the execution, giving them the feeling of actually attending the execution first hand, making the viewer feel helpless and unable to stop the tragedy they are about to witness[footnoteRef:20]. [17:  Write on art: ‘the execution of lady Jane Grey’ by Paul Delaroche (no date) Art UK. Available at: https://artuk.org/discover/stories/write-on-art-the-execution-of-lady-jane-grey-by-paul-delaroche (Accessed: 03 December 2023).]  [18:  Katherine (2022) The execution of Lady Jane Grey by Paul Delaroche, LadyKflo. Available at: https://www.ladykflo.com/the-execution-of-lady-jane-grey-by-paul-delaroche/ (Accessed: 06 December 2023). ]  [19:  Loxton, A. (2022) ‘the execution of lady Jane Grey’: Doom and drama on Canvas, History Hit. Available at: https://www.historyhit.com/culture/doom-and-drama-in-the-execution-of-lady-jane-grey-painting/ (Accessed: 06 December 2023).]  [20:  jonathan5485, A. (2011) The execution of Lady Jane Grey by Paul Delaroche, my daily art display. Available at: https://mydailyartdisplay.uk/2011/08/01/the-execution-of-lady-jane-grey-by-paul-delaroche/ (Accessed: 06 December 2023).] 


It is also quite clear to many historians that the intended viewer of this painting was the art critics or art collectors who frequently visited Salon exhibitions and not the regular historian[footnoteRef:21]. The painting was originally shown at a Salon in Paris in 1834 and was quite popular straight away before being lost for half a century after mistakenly being believed to have been destroyed during the Thames flood in 1928[footnoteRef:22]. This painting has also always been quite controversial in the art history world as many people loved the painting and thought it was beautiful and sad a lot of other critics were eager to mention the historical inaccuracies the painting has including the outfit Lady Jane Grey was seen wearing as she would not have been wearing a white satin dress and she would have had her hair tied back tight above her ears[footnoteRef:23] also the scenery in which the execution takes place, the painting shows the execution as an indoor event with a ‘dark Romanesque interior’[footnoteRef:24] when in reality the execution took place outside in Tower Green, the same location both Anne Boleyn and Katherine Howard were beheaded by Henry VIII[footnoteRef:25], this led to many critics believing this painting was too theatrical[footnoteRef:26]. Lady K Flo argues that the inclusion of artistic license in historical paintings was a very common issue with these paintings as you can never really know what was accurate to the scene and what was included by the artist unless there are other accompanying detailed documents (which is very uncommon)[footnoteRef:27]. [21:  Smyth, P. (2022) Paul Delaroche - painting and popular spectacle. Liverpool: Liverpool University Press. ]  [22:  The National Gallery, L. (no date) Painting history: Delaroche and lady Jane Grey, Painting History: Delaroche and Lady Jane Grey | Press Release: November 2009 | National Gallery, London. Available at: https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/about-us/press-and-media/press-releases/painting-history-delaroche-and-lady-jane-grey (Accessed: 04 December 2023).]  [23:  jonathan5485, A. (2011) The execution of Lady Jane Grey by Paul Delaroche, my daily art display. Available at: https://mydailyartdisplay.uk/2011/08/01/the-execution-of-lady-jane-grey-by-paul-delaroche/ (Accessed: 06 December 2023). ]  [24:  Loxton, A. (2022) ‘the execution of lady Jane Grey’: Doom and drama on Canvas, History Hit. Available at: https://www.historyhit.com/culture/doom-and-drama-in-the-execution-of-lady-jane-grey-painting/ (Accessed: 06 December 2023). ]  [25:  Family tree of Jane ‘lady Jane Grey’ England (no date) Geneanet. Available at: https://gw.geneanet.org/cousinjeanne?lang=en&n=england&oc=0&p=jane%2Blady%2Bjane%2Bgrey (Accessed: 06 December 2023).]  [26:  The National Gallery, L. (no date) Painting history: Delaroche and lady Jane Grey, Painting History: Delaroche and Lady Jane Grey | Press Release: November 2009 | National Gallery, London. Available at: https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/about-us/press-and-media/press-releases/painting-history-delaroche-and-lady-jane-grey (Accessed: 04 December 2023).]  [27:  Katherine (2022) The execution of Lady Jane Grey by Paul Delaroche, LadyKflo. Available at: https://www.ladykflo.com/the-execution-of-lady-jane-grey-by-paul-delaroche/ (Accessed: 06 December 2023).] 


To conclude, this image is beautifully put together and portrays a very important and sad event in British history, although the painting is quite historically inaccurate it does provide the audience with an overwhelmingly emotional experience when encountering this image (especially if they know the full context of the painting). It also does give us an idea about the impact of Lady Jane Grey's death. The painting is also a great example of how artists use paintings as commentary to parallel current events (at the time of painting) with other historical events like in this case the French Revolution of 1789. Historical paintings as a whole are a very important part of visual culture, each person who interacts with this image have completely different interpretations and views about it, it also does not lose meaning or any emotional connection globally and is just as impactful to people even those with a different cultural background. Paintings give the audience a view into the event or person, and they also answer questions like what has happened, who was involved, the impact of the event or person and much more but as mentioned by Lady K Flo artistic choice is also often a flaw in historical paintings as without other evidence, we will never know just how accurate a painting really is. The historical inaccuracies in this image does not hinder its ability to move the viewer and does not remove any belief that Delaroche was as many others believe an artistic genius[footnoteRef:28]. [28:  jonathan5485, A. (2011) The execution of Lady Jane Grey by Paul Delaroche, my daily art display. Available at: https://mydailyartdisplay.uk/2011/08/01/the-execution-of-lady-jane-grey-by-paul-delaroche/ (Accessed: 06 December 2023).] 
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