[bookmark: _Int_U2aqiGVW]In this topic I am going to be discussing how the law of section 52 coroners and justice act 2009 has amended over the years for better or for worse, and what amendments have been produced for the defence of diminished responsibility. I will also be discussing the advantages and disadvantages of why the change of law from section 2 homicide act of 1957 to section 52 coroners and justice act 2009 was needed, and what are the now recommendations and further reforms of this law. 

Section 2 Homicide act 1957: requirements for diminished responsibility  
[bookmark: _Int_YQLWF1lN]while researching this legislation I discovered that the definition of diminished responsibility is the psychological state of a person's well-being when committing a crime, it is commonly used in homicide cases as they are major crimes that require thorough investigators to make a finalised decision. “He shall not be convicted of murder if he was suffering from such abnormality of mind” Vlex.  They believe that a person who is not mentally stable should not be sentenced of killing since he can supply a statement of his actions. If the jury decides that the liable person has accepted the unlawfulness of their actions and has hard proof evidence of their mental stability they could be trialled for a lighter punishment.  Encyclopaedia Britannica. 

There is also an acceptation to someone with medical issues, these medical issues are usually all connected with mind and emotions. Take personality disorder for instance some people who struggle with this medical issue do not realize that their actions are dangerous to not only themselves but to others around them. In a trial for murder there was a suspect convicted for murder but “the conviction for murder was unsafe, and a verdict of manslaughter due to diminished responsibility” London Criminal Courts Solicitor's Association (2003) this explains that with their state of mind and not knowing their actions were wrong they get a lighter punishment, as the judges understand that they were not in the right state of mind while committing that crime. Cleveland Clinic (2022) 

The reason that section 2 homicide 1957 had been amended was too present another defence called the provocation, the way this defence is explained is if the accused is liable for murder, they could evoke it to manslaughter “if he or she was provoked by things said or done to lose his self-control. "Criminal Law Policy Unit Ministry of Justice (2010) You see these types of defences in domestic violence cases if the victim gets provoked by either defending themselves against the liable or by what they have voiced then they can apply this defence. They have the choice to defend their actions from ongoing past abuse they have faced by the liable. Clough (2010)

Section 52 coroners and justice act 2009 changed law  
While section 2 homicide 1957 covered defence for people who struggle with health issues and mental issues, they do not fully define what issues this covers. It needs to be able to give evidence to why they committed this crime, and how their mental health and medical issues have an impact and played a role when they committed the crime. They included that “practitioners would have recourse to existing accepted classificatory lists.” this shows that the jury would have a handbook of acquired health issues and mental issues that would be accepted for the dismissal of murder for a less punishment of manslaughter. Criminal Law Policy Unit Ministry of Justice (2010)

[bookmark: _Int_P7gd84ev]An advantage of the change in the law is that they cover the fact that by not underlining the sort of mental and health issue there is no opening for a minor disorder that would be underlined as a mental or health issue. Such as ADHD, that is a mental issue but it is not a major issue that makes you believe that what action your making is a good decision or normal behaviour if you act maliciously then your action portrays that. On the other hand, you have a mental issue such as schizophrenia that is a massive mental disorder that can change your behaviour in how you act, what you see and hear. That will be considered in this defence because of the massive effect it has on a person. 

One disadvantage of this change is with the new law they use the “loss of control” defence, but the downside of this defence is that it favours men more than women. It states that it is “almost unavailable for women who are driven to kill after years of abuse.” it segregates womans and men's emotions it benefits one over the other making it unequal or in other words sexist. Blockley (2014) 

Another disadvantage that was concluded was that the way the new law is worded it was worded in a way that was indistinctive, the law was ineffective in a way that people looked at them. 

[bookmark: _Int_dbqPJqvE]Since these laws the “coroners service had improved substantially” they started to renew the operation of “challenging coroners' decisions” this is a useful refoment for the public so the coroners cannot override the decision if they want to find out the cause of death. They also are “creating a national coroners service” and are “creating a coroners service inspectorate.”  Fairbairn and Sturge (2021) p.25

In conclusion I feel as though they needed to change the law for a reason, the section 2 homicide 1957 was not clearly underlined and many people said it was obscure wording and not enough undiligent for what mental health and medical issues are named under that law. That mistake could potentially have created loopholes for lots of defendants to use against the justice system. 
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