Week One:
Go over the contents of the course and what will make up their portfolio.

This module along with the module Creative project are two parts of a year long creative experience. (40 credits in all)

Reading list.
Initial proposal:

Students may not know exactly what they want to write about but should have an idea of which genre they want to write in.

When thinking of what to write about take note of what Henry James said to a new writer:




Write from experience and experience only.

Unless you have already come up with a subject for your piece, I would recommend that you call up something you have experienced and go with that.

He also said:



Try to be one of the people on whom nothing is lost!
One way of doing this is to keep a journal. Keeping a reflective journal is one of the things you need to do for your portfolio.

Reflective (and observational) journal:

You need a small notebook that’s easy to carry wherever you go. (Nothing too posh!)

In order to get an idea of what I think you should put in the journal, I want you to go away for half an hour, sit somewhere public and make some notes. Things like:

· Record an overheard conversation – maybe only a snatch or phrase

· Record your own conversation with someone (not necessarily a friend and not very long)

· Describe an unusual or mysterious scene – glimpsed though a window maybe. Something where the meaning isn’t obvious.

· Describe in detail an incident whose meaning may be obvious but which you might not observe so closely

· Make a note of interesting, intriguing or amusing shop names, graffiti, public notices, newspaper headlines etc.

· Describe the weather – the way the light falls; the way the rain falls.

· Jot down the details of something you may not normally notice, ort may not normally need to find the words for: the design of things; the decay of things

· Make a sketch of someone observed on a bus, in a café or a bar, walking down the street, sitting in the park etc. perhaps speculate on their character, their story

This is the kind of practice you should carry on with.

In the first place your proposal will be sketchy. Reworking and rewriting is fundamental to good writing.

