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Reflective Paper
Within my role I do not come directly in contact with children although I have completed a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) which was recently known as the Criminal Records Bureau (CRB), before beginning this module I wasn’t aware of the difference between both, I believed the only differences was a change in the name.  I have learnt that the DBS looks over previous records of the individuals’ history which is an improvement on the CRB.  Whilst my role does not come in direct contact with children it has been asked of me to complete a report on a setting that was allegedly harming and jeopardising children’s welfare.  Through this module I have learnt additional information I wouldn’t have thought about within my daily role, although it is infuriating at the number of children that have lost their lives at the hands of people they thought they could trust, their families.  It is important that professionals within the childcare sector have scenarios to make themselves aware of what may be asked, although in reflection this module does not give the full experience of processes and requirements involved, for example as stated in the All Wales Child Protection Procedures Wales (AWCPP) (2008: 91) there are four stages in-between the referral and Child Protection Conference therefore the decision we made within the discussion that the children could suffer neglect may not be the case if these additional stages were experienced.

[bookmark: _GoBack]It states in the Guardian (2017) that in 1889 the ‘children’s charter was passed’ in order to protect children from cruelty.  As the years progressed Dennis O’Neill lost his life which is also stated in the Guardian (2017) resulting in the Children Act 1948 begin devised ensuring each Local Authority had a designated Child Protection Officer.  With additional children losing their lives due to abuse the Children Act 1948 kept developing with the times and cases resulting in Children Act 1989 and 2004.  Jasmine Beckford’s death resulted in the United Nations Convention on the Right of the Child (UNCRC) (2017) being developed to ensure children had a voice in the actions needed to stop or prevent their abuse.  It is positive that children are able to have a voice in their cases as they are the ones that can provide the additional information a possible offender would not disclose and result in the appropriate action being taken as stated by the Guardian (2017) when a two-year-old child spoke against her abuser which resulted in them being sentences to 10 years in prison.  In addition to this Victoria Climbié’s death resulted Lord Laming Inquiry (2003) which the Children’s Commissioner for Wales’ role was created to advocate the voice of the child and Every Child Matters (2003).  The AWCPP (2008:3) states that there is sad history of where child protection has failed, this is clearly documented within the Guardian (2017) and media.  Although it is very unfortunate these children had to lose their lives in order for any changes to occur, it has highlighted to the Government that changes need to be done to ensure the safety of children in the future.
  
The role I took within the Child Protection Conference scenario was the Local Authority Child Protection Officer, it intrigued me at how much leasing with the families the Local Authority’s Child Protection Officer does under Part 7 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 which links with Section 47 of the Children Act 1989.  I believe families would see that having a Child Protection Officer involved as a negative service although through my research it showed whilst the Child Protection Officer would have the children’s wellbeing, safety and welfare at the forefront they would also ensure the family was kept up-to-date with any information that was discussed within a Child Protection Conference if they could not be present.  An additional guidance that is key to the Child Protection Officer is the AWCPP (2008).  This guidance looks hard to read although if you know the guidance you require it is easy to find and written in an understandable language, whether this is Welsh or English.  It also provides clear guidance for services on what and when they need to provide within the relevant stages leading up to the Child Protection Conference, for example whether the parents of the children need to be informed and present and also what they need to do if they cannot be present. 

The Social Service and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 has changed the way people’s care and support needs are met.  Part 7 of the Act specifically looks at safeguarding and how safeguarding is everyone’s business.  The Act also highlights the UNCRC and how they support children to have the right to life, survival and development and protection from violence, abuse and neglect.  Although Part 2 of the Act supports and highlights to the Local Authorities and services involved with safeguarding, that the European Convention on Human Rights must be complied with.  This is one element I hadn’t considered before undertaking this module, I believed in regards to the rights of the family, all that was required was to keep them informed.  I have learnt that even though they may be accused of harming the children they also have ‘the right not to be subjected to inhuman or degrading treatment’ and also have ‘the right to liberty and security’ as stated by Social Care Wales (2017).  Other Parts of the Act also support safeguarding, for example Part 3 links to the assessment for safeguarding; Part 4 meeting the needs to safeguarding, Parts 6, 9, 10 and 11 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 also place an emphasis on safeguarding children.  Whilst through my employment it was mandatory we attended training on the different Parts of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 that would specifically affect our role, I attended Part 7 training as this is what would influence my role the most.  This benefitted me to gain an understanding of how this Part and also how the Act itself would influence on my role.  I knew safeguarding children is paramount before attending this course and as an additional part of my role I must attend child protection training which is updated every 3 years as a maximum and is ran by the Local Authority’s Child Protection Officer.

This training is offered to all childcare providers within Ceredigion who have to attend, there is 3 levels available.  Level 1 is the minimum that is offered and Care and Social Service Inspectorate Wales (CSSIW) state within the National Minimum Standards (NMS) (2016) that all staff, volunteers and committee members attend this course in order to gain awareness of child protection.  The level 2 child protection course goes more in depth as this covers how to complete the Multi Agency Referral Form (MARF) (2017).  Whilst level 3 is more category specific, for example how children can be a victim of financial abuse if they are in receipt of any benefits that would be paid to their parents as the main caregiver.  Whilst childcare staff attend these training to raise their awareness on safeguarding they have important responsibilities to ensure that children are safeguarded.  From experience working in the childcare sector it is a great responsibility to observe children and ensure that any key signs of abuse are noted.  This was shown within our scenario because the majority of the information about the main child came from the Early Years Setting Manager as they were the ones who made the referral.  I believe it is important to report any signs of abuse regardless of the outcome there may be some individuals who may not be as willing to report or refer, for example if they knew the family etc.  This is why it is important to put an emphasis on attending the child protection courses as this informs staff it is illegal not to report or refer any form of abuse.  
In order to improve on safeguarding children, Children and Youth Safeguarding: Unifying the Region (CYSUR) (2016) has been developed which is ‘an amalgamation of the former Local Safeguarding Children Boards in Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion, Pembrokeshire and Powys.’  The Regional Safeguarding Boards have been developed in compliance with the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014.  I believe it is important to have regional boards as this will hopefully eleveate cross county moving that individuals who abuse or neglect children’s welfare and safety tend to do in order not to be detected and prosecuted.  In criticism of this improvement there hasn’t been much information given to services regarding the changes from the previous Local Safeguarding Children’s Boards (LSCB) and also that the Dyfed Powys Multi Agency Referral Forms which have also changed names and layout in compliance with CYSUR and is now called, CYSUR Multi Agency Referral Form.  Whilst I have previous knowledge of CYSUR I have learnt even more from researching their website as they offer training through Children in Wales on specific topics relating to safeguarding. 

The National Society of the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) (2017) states;

All organisations that come into contact with children should have specific safeguarding policies and procedures in place. This includes voluntary and community organisations, faith groups, private sector providers, as well as schools, hospitals and sports clubs.

As researched by the McElearney and Cunningham (2016:5) multi-agency working is continually being ‘developed, researched and refined’ because it is important that these work to the highest efficiency to ensure the safeguarding of children.  McElearney and Cunningham (2016:5) also state ‘making effective use of multi-agency data/performance information to identify learning and target improvement is a significant challenge’.  In order to target these challenges hopefully the amalgamation of the LSCB as stated by CYSUR (2017) will be a positive change and eleveate some of the challenges facing professionals.  Marinetto (2011) cited in McElearney and Cunningham (2016:8) states that these LSCB were established after a high number of child deaths and cases of abuse.  Whilst the LSCB were developed the deaths of children were continuing to happen, for example Victoria Climbié’s death led to the Lord Laming Inquiry (2003) which resulted in even more importance and significance being put towards the LSCB.  As stated in the Children and Families (Wales) Measure 2010, Local Authorities have a statutory guidance to work closely with relevant partners.  Working in a multi-agency manner is good practice for communication and sharing information it is also supported by Section 25 of the Children Act 2004;

…places a legal duty on local authorities to promote cooperation with a view to improving the wellbeing of children in the area…

In addition to this the Welsh Assembly Government Shared Purpose: Shared Future states that Section 38 of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 also places a duty on the public service boards to ensure the wellbeing of their area.  Highlighted within our Child Protection Conference scenario was that each one of the professionals involved had specific evidence which was missing from their own area, therefore once we all met and connected the evidence, all the elements connected and provided all the different organisations with answer to any additional questions they had, for example the unknown male, although the health visitor had not met him, the social worker had and the police provided information regarding the male once they had a name.  Multi agency working is good practice and ensures all services and organisations involved have the same aim, although whilst having the various service involved may result in them relaying different information to the families and therefore resulting in a failure of communication.

In light of all I have discussed in relation to child protection, I have one pressing question, there is a significant amount Legislation in place as well as various reports written after significant child protection cases over the years, although it seems that nothing has changed as recently 18 month old Elsie Scully-Hicks from Cardiff lost her life at the hands of her adoptive father after having contact with different service such as healthcare professionals, no-one collated or connected the evidence or reported the signs in order to make a referral as she was a child suffering harm.  Therefore, as stated in Section 130 which connects to Part 7 of the Social Services and Wellbeing Act (Wales) 2014 to develop the regional safeguarding boards and also Section 47 of the Children Act 1989 all have failed to prevent and protect Elsie Scully-Hicks from harm and abuse.  As stated by the NSPCC (2015) more needs to be done to improve the way multi agencies communicate as this is a reoccurring theme across nearly all serious cases.
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