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Language and Literacy in the Digital Age

Cornerstone (2021) claim that there are many benefits of storytelling for children. These include, boosting the child’s listening skills and enhancing their communication skills. Children will learn new vocabulary whilst listening to story-telling and pick up new phrases. Children will also discuss their feelings and opinions about the story with each other. Cornerstone (2021) also claim that storytelling will improve social skills as children will learn to be more patient and listen when others are talking.
Victoria (2018) states that due to advancement in digital technology, children need to also be digitally literate and understand how technology works as it has many benefits and uses for learning. 
Storytelling and singing Nursery Rhymes can start when the baby is still in its mother’s tummy, as babies will often recognise the familiar sounds when it is born. Nursery talk (2019) state that Nursery Rhymes are important for early language acquisition and can improve speech development. 
The traditional storytelling video shows that the book is held towards the children, and the children can see the pages of the book and are more likely to listen to the adult reading the story. The adult can interact more with the children as they can ask questions and discuss their opinions with each other regarding the story. Skinner (1957) believed that children learn language through imitation of others as well as prompting. If children listen and hear stories regularly, they are more likely to pick up and use the language which is used. Cambridge Montessori (2018) state that during storytelling, children can listen to new words and expand their vocabulary. Montessori (1952) claimed that children’s brains are like sponges and soak up a lot of information within their environment, also known as ‘The Absorbent Mind’. Children are more likely to listen and remember new vocabulary which they hear from stories, and eventually use them in everyday language. This supports Bandura’s (1977) social theory that children learn new information and behaviours by watching others.
National Geographic (2020) claim that oral storytelling is telling a story with your voice and body. Children will get to see the adults body language and facial expressions whilst reading a story to children in the traditional way. Krauss and Raheim (2020) claim that research states that by adults dramatizing stories and engaging in expressive ways by using facial expressions and body language, helps children to grasp the meaning of stories which also help children learn the moral values which stories provide.
Scholastic (2020) state that it is important to ask children questions during storytelling to develop good language and vocabulary skills. Scholastic (2020) also state that by asking the child what they predict will happen in the story before reading it, will enhance their cognitive abilities and language by having this discussion beforehand. This cannot be done in the digital story but is possible by reading the traditional way.
Kate (2014) says that children who are read to often, will have a wider range of vocabulary which can help develop language skills. Kate (2014) also says that talking to and asking the child questions about the story can help with the child’s understanding, as well as testing their language and vocabulary skills. During the traditional video, the reader does not ask the children many questions, which would have improved the activity by getting the children to think more about the story.
The traditional story is read to the children with enthusiasm and different voices and tones are used which results in drawing the children in and them being more engaged in the story. The adult is using an appropriate tone whilst reading the story to engage the children in listening to what is being read. Raising Children (2020) state that by changing the tone of your voice makes it easier for children to pick up different speech sounds which is important for developing oracy skills. Lee (2018) claims that tone refers to how the atmosphere and setting are set out and will affect the mood of the listener of the story. The traditional video shows the reader, reading the story outside which will enhance the children’s learning and will get them more involved in the story as if they were a part of it as well as creating an appropriate setting for the children. Play of the Wild (2020) state that reading in an outdoor setting is good for children, especially if the story is based in the outdoors. Children will feel more involved with the story and the story may feel more realistic to them by being in the same setting.
Supporting Skinner’s (1957) theory, children will imitate behaviours seen to them and will remember such language and behaviours used. If the adult reads the story to the children without any enthusiasm, the children will pick up on that negative behaviour and then themselves become less interested in listening to a story or reading a book. During traditional storytelling, children are able to ask questions and discuss the story with each other as opposed to the digital storytelling as the children are only able to listen to the story and are not able to interact with the storyteller. The traditional story shows the reader ask the children a question whereas this is not possible during the digital story. 
Lucarevschi (2016) goes on to say that traditional storytelling can be more effective in teaching children language than textbooks. Lucarevschi (2016) also says that the effectiveness of storytelling is of it being fun and engaging for children, as well as being highly memorable and will gain the children’s interest in listening to stories as well as reading books themselves and talking about them.
Unicef (no date) state that digital literacy is now recognised as an integral element of skills which a child will require for their school and work life. As technology has developed so much within the last ten years, children are expected to learn through digital means. As the digital story shows, the story is simply read out to the children and that there is no engagement for the children to interact with. The children are not able to see the readers facial expressions whilst reading the story, as well as to ask questions or make comments if the child was to watch the digital story alone or on an iPad for example. 
If a teacher showed the digital story to a class of children in school, they would be able to ask the teacher questions, but they would still be unable to see the facial expressions of the reader and ask direct questions to the reader themselves. A digital story could be suitable for the short term if perhaps children were home-schooling due to a pandemic such as COVID-19.
Welsh Government (2021) mention that as part of the new curriculum, learning through literature contributes to learning about languages and that it is important to learn skills such as listening, speaking, reading and writing. Welsh Government (2018) claim that digital competence is a cross-curricular responsibility for schools and the digital competence framework is designed to coincide with the current literacy framework. Welsh Government (2018) also claim that from September 2022, schools will have embedded digital competence throughout their school curriculum, including language and literacy. Digital storytelling will become more common over the next few years and will be as common as traditional storytelling.
By looking at the digital story recorded, the reader can use enthusiasm and different voice tones, but children and listeners cannot see the facial expressions used or the readers body language as well as ask questions to the reader. Wallin (2015) claims that a study carried out by Sobol et al (2004) determined how storytelling can influence language development. The study showed one group of children being told a story and another group of children heard the story read from a book. The findings show that storytelling showed positive results regarding the child’s oral language skills and the study also showed improved language complexity. 
Children will learn new vocabulary and the way in which words should be used from listening to stories being told in an enthusiastic and interesting way. 
Billington (2016) says that digital technology can link areas of learning such as storytelling which are vital with supporting children, in building their self-esteem and ability to express themselves when their literacy skills such as speaking, is in development.
Billingham (2016) goes on to say that there is research supporting the positive impact in which digital technology has whilst supporting children with Special Educational Needs. The research states that digital technology can have a good impact on a child’s early communication as well as language and literacy. There are appropriate learning apps for children to use which can promote language and literacy also, but it is important not to rely on digital apps, but to continue to read stories the traditional way too. Children who may have learning needs such as Autism or ADHD, may find it more beneficial to sit in a quiet area and listen to a digital story, rather than on the carpet with a group of friends where it can by noisy or over-whelming. 
Grist (2020) claims that according to research, 25% of 0-2 year olds and 36% of 3-5 year olds, own an iPad or tablet. Grist (2020) also claims that good early language skills are crucial for lifelong opportunities, and for enabling children to learn. Technology supports early language by creating new opportunities for interaction between each other. Children can also listen to the story whenever they want to, opposed to the traditional way, if an adult is not available to read to them.
Grist (2020) states that suitable apps can help early years practitioners to support children’s understanding of early language development and concepts. Technology can be used to help support speech and language development, but it should not be used instead of appropriate face to face interaction and conversation which can help support language development. Lowry (2016) mentions that by face-to-face interaction with children, it will encourage children to communicate with each other, as well as let them know that you are interested and listening to what they are saying. These interactions are crucial for a child’s emotional, social and cognitive growth. 
Pediatr (2019) claims that studies suggest that electronic books and devices can help to promote early literacy skills, although different studies suggest that electronic books and devices can also distract the child from learning. The digital story shows the reader reading the story, and the child also being able to see the pages of the book. Children will receive more of an interactive experience when listening to a story digitally.
Maulana (2020) says that language development in children starts during infancy and develops within the first two years of life. Maulana (2020) goes on to say that language delay has an increased risk factor with prolonged screen time for children and a conversation between the child and adult can develop the child’s language development and communication. This supports that traditional storytelling is more beneficial for children in the long term, opposed to digital storytelling. 
O’Byrne, et al (2018) state that studies show that educators can use digital storytelling to support children’s learning by encouraging organisation and expressing knowledge in an individual way. The study claims that ‘Emerging Digital Storytellers’ will focus on social and emotional development, as well as writing stories via digital means, increasing the child’s language and literacy skills. 
Bowcutt (2013) carried out a study to determine children’s behaviours during listening to a traditional story and a digital story. Bowcutt (2013) mentions that researchers believe that electronics may be changing the way babies’ brains develop, as being in the 21st century, children are connected to technology through their parents and carers, and that digital storytelling can have the potential to enhance their development. Findings of Bowcutts (2013) study suggest that children’s responses from listening to stories the traditional way and the digital way were indeed very similar. Teachers within the study also state that there were not any added benefits of digital storytelling and traditional storytelling was preferred. 
To conclude, many researchers believe that traditional storytelling is more beneficial than digital storytelling. Children benefit more from adult, face-to-face interaction when listening to stories, as they can interact with the adult and ask questions about the story and discuss it with each other. Digital storytelling can be used for children, but it is not recommended instead of traditional storytelling. Suggestions for practitioners would be, is that digital storytelling can be used alongside traditional storytelling as we continue to develop within the 21st century.  
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