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1.Introduction


    In this Research Report I will talk about “How do students use technology to collaborate at UWTSD?”. I have chosen “Which digital tool is most used by students at UWTSD to collaborate together?”  a research question for this Research Report because I think that in this century, social media, digital tools like WhatsApp, Teams, Skype etc, are very important thing because they are part of our lives. I will talk about Methods that I have used, about ethical considerations, what are the advantages and disadvantages about digital tools.
     Things have changed. The way we collaborate and communicate has changed because we live in times where we depend on social media. We can communicate easier, faster and we can solve things better. We can help each other as students at UWTSD with digital tools.     
     For all of these things, like collaborate and communicate with digital tools we need to have some digital skills so we can make the things right. Without digital skills we don’t know how to use platforms like WhatsApp, Teams and other social media platforms. That’s why we will talk in this Research Report  about everything that communication with digital tools includes, research, methods, conclusions, etc.


2. Research Design
2.1. Research Question

     I have chosen “Which Digital tool is most used by students at UWTSD to collaborate together?”. I think it is important for us in this century to have skills in digital tools because we need it and we use it to communicate and to collaborate as a students. We can solve problems, we can help each other by creating groups on WhatsApp for example. We can ask question and we can solve problems easier, faster and we can learn from each others. We can listen for everybody opinions and we can take what we think it’s good or bad.






2.2. Method
 
   We can make any research online because we have access to our University Library where we can find information and do a good research. We can make research on Google Scholar and also we can find information in books, online books, YouTube videos etc. The most important thing is that I read something by Robinson,2008 and he said and I quote that “ Learning how to communicate and work with others should also be a goal of education”.

   The most popular social media platforms that students use to communicate at UWTDS are:
· WhatsApp (here we can make groups, we can all send messages and we can all view it and make also video group calls)
· Teams (the most of the time we use teams when we have an online class, it’s a good thing too because we can also share our information with the lecturer and he can do this the same with us)
· E-mail (I want to include E-mail from our Hub platform from UWTSD; here we can send pdf and other things)

   Why is social media and all these digital tools important for us?
· In today’s society digital tools has become a necessary daily activity;
· It’s useful for interaction, communication and collaboration;
· It’s good for making decisions;
· It is a valuable communication tool with others;
· We can share, create and spread information.

   In today’s society with all of these digital tools it’s easier. The advance technology makes life easier for us and we can spread information quick and we can find everything that we search faster. We can communicate faster and because all of that information that we have we can learn and make research about everything that we want. But the most important thing is that we need to have digital skills so we can make research, to communicate and to collaborate.
   Social Media and Digital tools platforms play an important role in every student’s life. It is often easier and more convenient to communicate and spread information, also make research. Students can also be connected with tutors, learners and can ask for advice and feedbacks for their papers.
   There are some students who prefer to make research and find information using books from library, lecture's notes and pdf notes.
 



  The most important thing is to find a way to communicate to make research using the best method for you, even it’s an online method or non-online, you can succeed by finding a qualitive method and a quantitive method.

    2.3. Ethical considerations
 
   As Connelly, Lynne M. said in “ Ethical considerations in research studies” in every study, authors are required to report on the ethical considerations  of their research. Most readers determine if the study was approved by a review board and if there was a participant consent. Readers should understand these two important issues, but they also should  be aware of other ethical considerations when reviewing a research article."
  The reader can take the good and bad things from my report as it should.
  
  3. Results 
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   So the most digital tool used at UWTSD to communicate is WhatsApp because there we communicate and collaborate the most. I can include the HUB but here, we only get access to information, we look at our recording classes and we search  and we find information about our modules, we don’t communicate and collaborate. 
 The most important thing is that we can communicate and collaborate easier and faster that’s all that matters. Even it’s WhatsApp, Teams, Emails or any other social media platforms.








   “ Social media hype has created a lot of speculation among educators on how these media can be used to support learning, but there have been  rather few studies so far. Our explorative interview study contributes by critically exploring how campus students perceive using social media to support their studies and the perceived benefits and limitations compared with other means. Although the vast majority of the respondents use social media frequently, a “digital dissonance” can be note, because few of them feel that they use such media to support their studies. The interviewees mainly put forth e-mail and instant messaging, which are used among students to ask questions, coordinate group work and share files. Some of the, mention using Wikipedia and YouTube for retrieving content and Facebook to initiate contact with course peers. Students regard social media as one of three key means of the educational experience, alongside face-to-face meeting and using the learning management systems, and are mainly used for brief questions and answers, and to coordinate group work. In conclusion, we argue that teaching strategy plays a key role in supporting students in moving from using social media to support coordination and information retrieval to also using such media for collaborative learning, when appropriate”.


4. Discussion 

    I made research and as I can see the best thing in our days is that advanced technology is more useful for students to collaborate at university and they can use many platforms so they can make their assignments. 
   “ Digital technologies have become an integral part of everyday life and also of teaching and learning in higher  education. Students today, often referred to as “digital natives” (Prensky,2001), have grown up in the digital era, and as such commonly assumed to be expert users of digital technology. However, previous studies on student’s  digital competence have challenged this assumption. For instance, in a recent study, Sorensen (2018) found that students are conservative in their choices of digital tools, with a preference for mainstream commercial tools that they are already familiar with. Sorensen (2018) describes the student’s approach to digital tools as “non-explorative”, and :pragmatic and outcome-focused", a far cry from the idea of the creative and technologically adroit digital native. In order to gain a more nuanced understanding of student’s digital competence, it is important to explore students’ attitudes to and actual use of digital technology. 




This will enable higher education institutions make informed decisions about how to best implement pedagogical technology(Waycott et al.,2010). To address this issue, a number of studies across different countries and educational programs have attempted to map the students’ choice of digital tool and/or  the development of their digital competence, using predominantly survey data. Rather than investigating the the students’ overall preferences regarding the choice of digital technology, the current study aims to add to this body of research by exploring students’ encounters with a specific digital tool introduced to enhance formative assessment in the context of teacher education”


  5. Conclusion 
 
   The conclusion is that I think that in our days social media like WhatsApp, Teams etc are the best thing that it could happen because it makes for us the life mor easier than we can think. Anybody will agree with me because it’s more easier to communicate, to collaborate to make qualitive and quantitve research easier. We can study and make our assignments without other help even it’s not perfect we can do it on time more quick because we have so many options available for us.
   I could recommend that every student needs to use technology and platforms in a creative way, to improve their skills, to make research and to take what is good. When it comes to study and research we as a students we need to make research and find information's on the internet but not everywhere. There are platforms where the information’s can be wrong and fake and they can share those wrong information's with other students and it’s all wrong. We can collaborate and give some advices but in my opinion I don’t think it’s good for us such for others to give them some information's that maybe are wrong, because that means that we will inform them wrong. 
   So in conclusion all students needs to use technology in  a good way, to make good research and never share with others wrong information’s. 
   Yes, it’s true, it’s the best thing that technology has reached a high level and offer us so many sources where we can find information, we can collaborate with students, we can communicate with teachers more easier and that means that we can solve things and problems in our years of study more quick and more easier.
   We need to take all it’s good from this and to communicate with students we can easier find information and get advices from them, so in my opinion as an others opinion we need to thanks that our lives as students can be so easy.
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