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[bookmark: _Toc139294134][bookmark: _Toc139989332]INTRODUCTION 
[bookmark: _Toc139294135]The implementation of the Metropolitan Police Act 1989 by the then Home Secretary, Sir Robert Peel, was enacted upon a foundation of several values, known as the Peelian Principles of Policing (Scott, 2010).  Within its creation, Sir Robert Peel based this purpose and notion of policing on the philosophy of the public and police being one, and to this day, this continues to be the basis on which the UK is policed, otherwise known as Policing by consent (Home Office, 2012).
However, from the very commencement of the Act, there was conflict between the public and government.  In 1829 this bill was passed through the Houses of Parliament against the wishes of the citizens of London and subsequently resulted in Sir Robert holding a powerful role within government, identifying the link between policing and politics from the very beginnings (Reith, 1948).  One could argue that this was the way ahead and how the government planned to hold an element of control continuously over policing (Joyce, 2011).
This argument surrounding the degree of independence that British Policing has from the government raises its head regularly.  Discussions invite many views, from those within policing and government, as well as observers (Roach & Simmonds, 2007).
Over recent years, the UK has witnessed large societal changes, resulting in less tolerance to crimes of a sexual and violent nature, enhancing expectations of Police.  

[bookmark: _Toc139989333]Objectives 
[bookmark: _Toc139294136]There is an extraordinary demand upon policing currently with the expectation upon the Police to attend and resolve almost everything, not just crime.  This subsequently undermines the role of policing, in detecting crime, often resulting in police officers undertaking the work of partners, such as social services.  The impact of challenges from calls regarding mental health has demonstrated the demand placed.  As evidenced in his report, Sir Michael Barber describes the 28% increase in demand in mental health calls during 2014 and 2018 across 26 forces, with this demand no doubt being representative of all police forces (The Police Foundation, 2022).  Despite this demand and expectancy, the police can’t do it all, and without the support of government, it makes the challenges more challenging (Gov.uk, 2015).
Such demand subsequently results in failings, and it is here that politics could hold the most influence upon policing.  
This report will look at the perilous state of British Policing, particularly the challenges faced and how the government and politics impacts those challenges, if at all and whether any such political influence in the UK assists or hampers today’s public confidence in policing.

[bookmark: _Toc139294137][bookmark: _Toc139989334]POLITICAL IMPACT ON POLICING 
The United Kingdom has witnessed several calls for reform in Policing and in 2011 witnessed the implementation of the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act, which involved the appointment of Police and Crime Commissioners.  This move dismissed the Police Authorities and, in their place, created local Policing and Crime Panels, which hold responsibility over the Police and Crime Commissioners.  The Government explained this move by declaring they wished to increase independence and localised control per force area (BBC, 2010).  Herrington & Millie (2006) suggest this Act formed because of unease within communities who held a perception and fear that crime was on the rise, when in fact, crime rates were falling.  This discrepancy was labelled the “reassurance gap” and it was anticipated the appointment of Police and Crime Commissioners would hold individual Police forces to account, ensuring transparency.
Often, reforms are recommendations following major incidents and identified failings within response from police (Walcott, 2021).  However, this can be perceived differently by many, with an interpretation of the request for a reform being the government aren’t supporting the police or the counter-argument of such a call for reform has identified a need for support (Simonson, 2021).
These reforms often identify concerns and confidence in Police legitimacy, described by Worden & McClean (2017) as being the trust and obligation held by the public to conform to police directions and suggest this shapes the support and belief in the policing model of procedure.  They continue and allude to the public’s trust in police, being born from their trust in government.  It could be argued that the consequences of some behaviours of politicians impacts not only the confidence of government, but that of policing, particularly where Police have been called to review government behaviours, as evidenced following the Sue Gray Report into the Governments breach of rules during the Covid pandemic (Haddon, 2022).
This is further hampered by the findings of Williams & Peterson (2021) who suggest reforms in international policing identify that policing in the West is ambiguous and this ambiguity hampers effective reform.  

[bookmark: _Toc139989335]Public Confidence 
Mynenko & Ditcham (2022) suggest public confidence in policing is at an all-time low, with the biggest impact following the tragic murder of Sarah Everard, by a then serving Police officer, in 2020 and the publicity surrounding the Met Police’s handling and investigation of that incident (The Guardian, 2022).  As described previously, the reporting of such incidents and political intervention, often hold a critically negative bearing upon on police legitimacy which subsequently hits public trust (O'Reilly, 2023).
Whilst this was one of the most recent incidents to highlight concerns in police legitimacy and government involvement, in can be argued that there have been many incidents prior to this that have contributed to the decrease in public confidence, such as the Brixton riots in 1981, the tragic murder of Stephen Lawrence in 1999 and the Soham murders in 2004, to name a few.  From each incident, there has been high profile reporting and involvement of political views, resulting in official reviews such as the Scarman Report, McPherson report and the Bichard Enquiry (Hill, 2010).  Within each report, failings from the Police were identified and where one would expect support from the government, this is often not the case (Bland, 2023).
Reiner (2000) noted that, over time, there has been significant change in the feelings towards the police in Britain.  Such changes force the hand of the police to change their systems and processes if they wish to maintain public trust and confidence.
Despite these incidents occurring under the authority of the Metropolitan Police Service, the subsequent effects are reflected in all Police services throughout the UK.  Again, whilst political reference and engagement will often refer to such incidents within the Metropolitan Police Service, the impact of political reactions and recommendations are felt throughout all 43 Police forces, holding a bearing upon residents within each such area (Marsh, 2023).
The reporting of incidents of this profile, are regularly intensified by the increased use of social media and the speed at which these reports are now shared.  To maintain momentum of such reporting, Police forces alike must match this nature of reporting, however, as can be evidenced by Baghdadi & Toukebri (2022), politicians also use social media and this often holds a contradictory impact upon the confidence in policing, therefore affecting the confidence of the public. 

[bookmark: _Toc139294139][bookmark: _Toc139989336][bookmark: _Toc139294140]Social Media, Politics and Police
The influence of social media became evident during the 2011 London riots, where its use by gangs to communicate plans to others for such riots was identified and this was a new concept to the police, who appeared to struggle to keep up (Douglas, 2011).  This occurrence and evidence of use of social media platforms identified the beginning of engagement by Police with the public over such a platform (Denef, et al., 2013).   This concept was initially frowned upon by the then Prime Minister, David Cameron, but was countered with support by the then Mayor of London, Boris Johnson, who identified the advantages of such engagement (McSmith & Rawlinson, 2011).  As reported by Graham (2014), since this time, the internet has demonstrated its effect upon the behaviour of the public, who will undoubtedly engage with the police in a manner that would not previously have been considered.  
As explained by Akhgar, et al. (2019) , it would be reckless for police forces not to be present on social media.  This view is held not only to keep in line with online offences, but to meet the expectations of today’s society, i.e. constant accessibility of public services, regardless of location of the service user (Bullock, 2018).
Social media provides an opportunity for the police service to not only report live incidents and appeals, but to promote good stories, increasing public trust, resulting in increased confidence.  
It can be argued that this open communication opportunity has created a bystander approach, whereby members of the public prefer to stand and film an incident and thereafter share to such public platforms for a public debate ( (Lytle, et al., 2021).  This open platform for communication not only highlights the relevance of accountability of policing but encourages many to pass comment, fuelling debates and impacting opinions. These comments are not limited to the police and public, but often this said platform is utilised by politicians to enter such debates, often to enhance their own political agenda, rather than support policing (Andrews, 2020).  This begs the question ‘is this a positive or negative process?

[bookmark: _Toc139989337]Racism and Misogyny in Policing 
As discussed, there have been several calls for reform and review within policing, the most recent following the tragic murder of Sarah Everard and the moving personal victim statement of her mother heard during the sentencing of suspect, Wayne Couzens.  This caused an independent review into the culture within the Metropolitan Police, by the Home Secretary, supported by the London Mayor, undertaken by Baroness Casey (Metropolitan Police, 2023).   Arguably the political support was in favour of the police to identify this as an isolated incident, however with the reporting of Metropolitan Police officer, David Carrick, coinciding with the findings of the review, this proved to be testing times of where support lay.  Politicians, such as the Justice Secretary, Dominic Raab, were quick to use the outcome of this review to place themselves in the spotlight, yet remained vague in their position and influence, whereby he offered support for many of the police officers, however, identified that the Metropolitan Police had significantly failed (Stacey & Dodd, 2023).    
Either way, the betrayal of trust reported, together with past failings, has had a detrimental impact on the confidence of policing (Jackson & Bradford, 2009).
The review undertaken by Baroness Casey identified many failings within the Metropolitan Police Service and attributed these to institutional racism, sexism, and misogyny, to name but a few.   It would be naive if one were to believe this was restricted to only the Metropolitan Police, although findings were from review of the Met, this will have a further negative impact upon the confidence in police.  It could be argued that it feels like one step forward and two steps back, given that such findings were reported as far back as 1972 by the then Commissioner Sir Robert Mark, who identified corruption and tackled it head on (BBC, 2010) and the subsequent McPherson report into the Met’s handling of the death of black teenager Stephen Lawrence in 1999, which concluded with a number of recommendations akin to those of Baroness Casey’s report of 2023 .   This begs the question what, if any, influence do politics hold in Policing.
Matthew Offord, MP for Hendon, told the Commons he believed that there had been absolutely no change in the standards of policing and leadership from the Metropolitan Police Service upon the publishing and political acceptance of Baroness Casey’s report and the commissioned report of Macpherson, some 24 years previously.  He even went as far as to call for the abolishment of the Metropolitan Police Service (ITV, 2023)
But is that how Parliament feels overall and if so, how does this affect policing?  As reported by Easton (2023), many politicians appear satisfied with the direction of the Met under the rule of Sir Mark Rowley and appear to afford him the “benefit of the doubt” as he tackles the findings of the Casey review.  Whilst the findings of the review are cause for concern, Politicians appeared to rush to comment on them.  When these comments were explored further, it is questionable as to what they are saying, together with their motivations.  Home Secretary Suella Braverman ruled out any notion that she will not abolish the Metropolitan Police Service but will measure progress following the recommendations of Baroness Casey. Yet Prime Minister Rushi Sunak retains confidence in the Commissioner, who has acknowledged the task ahead (McGrath, 2023).  Whilst these comments have been made, aside from the recommendations of Baroness Casey’s report, it is not yet clear how these will be progressed, nor how public confidence will be rebuilt.  
[bookmark: _Toc139294141]
[bookmark: _Toc139294142][bookmark: _Toc139989338]CONCLUSION 
This report has identified the different influences politics can hold within policing, from national Government to local democratic governance with Police and Crime Commissioners, both for and against a joined up approach.  Whilst many may not agree with the concept of politics and policing combining, due to the neutral stance held within policing, it has been evidenced that policing can’t work without political support.  As alluded to by Worden & McLean (2017) it is this democratic society that affords the public the opportunity to elect their political representatives who hold accountability for the reforms, policies and direction of policing within the UK.  Additionally, this is superseded with the elected Police and Crime Commissioners who have the responsibility to hold individual police forces to account and demand transparency.  
From this report, it has been determined that public confidence in policing remains a concern for both police and government.  The trust and support from the public is key to retain the legitimacy of British policing, but also to the success of any political party, identifying a shared interest for both entities, being the importance of raising and maintain public confidence and trust. 
[bookmark: _Toc139294143]Working towards building that trust, policing has embraced the use of social media to respond to the fast-paced challenges in providing trust and raising sustainable public confidence.  This use of technology has had both a positive and negative impact by providing a two-way communication opportunity.  Whilst this is an opportunity to promote good news stories and good police work, there is often the section of the public who will use a public forum to air personal opinions.  
These personal opinions often spill over into different concerns and raise separate debates, such as racism, referring to the Black Lives Matter movement when perhaps the original post bore no reference to that subject.  
It is clear that policing has been rocked to the core in recent years, particularly with the high-profile reporting on offending of serving officers.   This lack of confidence is questioning the public’s consent to be policed.
[bookmark: _Toc139989339]Recommendations 
Many recommendations have come from the review of Baroness Casey, however, when explored further, it becomes apparent that these are similar to recommendations made in 1999 following the McPherson report, so this begs the question, why have things not improved?
From areas within the Casey report, it identifies that the Metropolitan Police Service is extremely large and appears to have lost its way, this includes with its staff, its vision and missions and its overall purpose.
For policing to survive, in particular the Metropolitan Police Service, it has to find itself again and recognise it’s purpose.  Whilst politicians have called for the Metropolitan Police Service to be abolished, a clearer way forward would be identifying further specialist areas, whereby officers hold a lot of knowledge in one specific area, but rather than working in silos and not sharing relevant information at critical times, to bring these departments together with at least weekly meetings addressing high risk concerns.  
[bookmark: _Toc139989340]Future of policing and politics
The question remains: can policing rise from the ashes against the time critical pressures and demands of the public?  How much political intervention will be required, if any, for policing by consent to continue in the UK?
A stark reminder from the Casey Review:
“consent is not passive but relies on the police operating with transparency, to be willing to explain their decisions and their reasons for it” (Metropolitan Police, 2023).
Therefore, despite uncertain motivations of office, the police remain accountable to political governance.
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