Welcome to Kingdom of Death

At the beginning of February, I joined a trip to Switzerland organized by my University for European Tourism Field Studies. Although the trip mainly focus on Switzerland, we made a stop in Paris. Together with my group: Mel, Laura, Kate and Roxana, we decided to go to explore Dark Tourism.
[image: ]
Dark Tourism is quite a new trend. There is not much research on it. They were first described and defined by M. Foley and J.J. Lennon in 1996. According to them, Dark Tourism involves travelling to places of catastrophe, mass death, genocide and murders. (Lennon & Foley, 1996)
Of course, this trend has been going on for many centuries. From the dawn of time, the phenomenon of death and everything related to it was in the interest of humanity - everyone, eventually, must experience it. Is it worth wondering why places associated with death, human suffering and various types of disasters are often visited by tourists. One of the reasons may be the desire to become accustomed to death and minimizing the fear of it. We cannot avoid our own death. However, we can be a witness to someone else's. (Lennon & Foley, 2006) (Lennon & Foley, 1996)
Dark tourism is getting more popular. What we saw in Paris Catacombs was an example. [image: Podobny obraz]
The catacombs of Paris are tunnels in old quarries, in which 6 to 7 million human bones and skulls have been gathered!
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The quarries were created during the extraction of limestone needed for the construction of the city. It began already in the time of the Roman Empire. With time, about 500 km of tunnels were forgotten.
After some time when some of the buildings in Paris began to sink underground, the city took care of the renovation of the tunnels. In 1785, Louis XVI ordered to gather the corpses from the cemetery in the Les Halles district (among others in fear of spreading the plague in a crowded and dirty city). Later on, the corpses were also moved from other cemeteries to the middle of the 19th century. (Legacey, 2017)
Catacombs in Paris are the largest cemetery in the world.
At the beginning of the 19th century, Louis-Étienne Héricart de Thury realized his idea of organizing the collected bones and prepared the catacombs for the visitors.
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Immediately after reaching the place, we saw a huge queue. Even during off-season, you have to wait for about 1.5 -2 hours for entry. We were all lucky because we had bought skipped the line tickets. Ticket prices were around £ 30 together with a video guide. An inconspicuous entrance to part of the Parisian catacombs available for visitors is by the Denfert-Rochereau metro. The tour was not intended for children and sensitive people; a large group of people of strong impressions wanted to see what the basement of Paris is. (Les Catacombes de Paris, 2019)
[image: ]
A steep, spiral staircase led to a level of 20 meters underground. There, along a long and humid corridor, we first went to the museum section devoted to the history of Catacombs in Paris and then to the ossuary. The route available for tourists stretched around 2-kilometers. Dungeons of human bones and skulls, sculptures and even a skull chapel awaited us in the dungeons. Some of the bones are arranged randomly, others in the shape of a cross or heart. 
[image: ]
The amount of human remains is the most impressive - the corridors seem to have no end. Darkness, silence and the presence of so many human remains make an electrifying impression and compels reflection. In the tunnels, every now and then there are stone benches that only wait for the daredevil who will sit on them and reflect on the fragility of human life. Other corridors that are inaccessible to visitors’ amount to over 300 km, so you can imagine how many people were buried there. I have found information that there are guides who offer a tour around parts unavailable for tourists. This is of course illegal, although this form of sightseeing has its supporters. (TripAdvisor, 2019)
[image: Znalezione obrazy dla zapytania paris catacombs the place of death]
The place had an amazing impression on me and forced me to find out more information about it. Until 1995, independent exploration of the catacombs was legal. Labyrinths of underground corridors attracted crowds of adventurous city explorers. Often, the residents organized events in the underground, which often resulted in serious accidents. The city authorities decided to ban the entrance to Catacombs. Even if regular air raids were carried out, high penalties were imposed and entries were closed. Many people still did not care about that and they were arranging parties. In 2004, the police discovered in one of the caves a fully equipped cinema that could accommodate about 30 people. There was a cinema screen, public space, film projection equipment, a fully stocked bar and a restaurant with tables and chairs. (Lonely planet, 2019)
[image: Podobny obraz]
The city authorities emphasize that the catacombs in Paris are not a typical tourist attraction and are meant for people to reflect on death. For this purpose, we can find stone benches for tourists, where they can sit and think about the purpose of life and death.
In 2014, the horror film "As above, so below" directed by John Eric Dowdle was filmed in Catacombs. The film tells about two archaeologists looking for a lost treasure in the catacombs under Parish. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Overall, I am happy that I had to chance explore Paris Catacombs with the girls. I would definitely recommend to everyone to seem them while there in Paris as this experience is unforgettable.
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