


The Crown Prosecution Service (2017) defines terrorism in the United Kingdom as the use of the threat of action in both inside and outside of the UK with the aim to influence or control any specific government body, both domestically and internationally, or to harm or threaten the general public. Furthermore, the act can only be classed as terrorism if the sole cause was due to either a religious, political, or racial ideology. One example of an act of terrorism could be causing a serious risk to the health and safety of the population in a targeted country.   
Gregory (2010) states that the Irish Republican Army (abbreviated to IRA for short) is a terrorist group which fights for Irish independence from over 800 years of British rule, which Dingley (2012) states that during that very long period the citizens of Ireland had struggled under this rule. Gregory (2010) then says between the early 20th century years 1916 and 1921, there was warfare throughout Ireland, which had resulted in the introduction of the Irish free state that has since been independent from British rule. However, an agreement had been formed which stated that for Ireland to receive its independence, the Irish Republican Army had to allow six of the Northern Irish counties to resume its governance under British rule. The current incarnation of the Irish Republican Army, according to Drake (2007), is known as the Provisional Irish Republican Army (or PIRA), which was formed in December of 1969, which he defines as a nationalist and militant organisation with the primary aim of bringing the British rule of Northern Ireland to an end through any means necessary, including through the acts of violence, and the PIRA has a substantial amount of support from Northern Irish Catholics but the organisation has received hostility from Northern Irish protestants.   
Smith (1995) highlights that the Provisional Irish Republican Army’s initial target was to forcibly cause the collapse of the government in Northern Ireland, as well as to cause a high number of fatalities against members of the British Army with the intended outcome of the British government to withdraw from Ireland and give Northern Ireland back to the Irish. Some people might argue that the Provisional Irish Republican Army’s use of brute force of violence goes against what the old IRA stood for, because some might suggest that the old IRA did not set out to target and maim innocent people, which the PIRA does. 
A possible key historical event which links to the PIRA is The Troubles. The Imperial War Museums (2021) states that the Troubles is used to describe the conflicts that had occurred in Northern Ireland throughout the 1960s up until 1998. Some key events that happened during the troubles include the arrival of the British Army to restore order over the two days rioting, Bloody Sunday in 1972, acts of terrorism such as the PIRA bombing in Belfast as a response to Bloody Sunday and various bombing in England in the 70s and 80s set up by the PIRA, and the conclusion to the troubles ended with the introduction of the Good Friday Agreement in 1998. The Northern Ireland Assembly (2017) explains that the Good Friday Agreement of 1998 occurred on the 10th April 1998, which was the day of good Friday that year, is a settlement between both the British and Northern Irish governments, as well as the government of the Republic of Ireland, on the way how the government influences Northern Ireland, which means that the country cannot become independent without the consent of the majority of Irish citizens.
According to Kydd & Walter (2006), the primary strategies of terrorist organisations include forcibly changing the minds of either the government or the general public through the means of weakening the strength and power of a government, threats of intimidation, causing a provocation, attempts to ruin, and outbidding. In addition, the main target of focus would be their enemy (such as a government who controls or influences their country), as well as the population in which the terrorist organisation plans to control or influence. 
Regarding the Provisional Irish Republican Army, Jackson, Baker, et al (2005) stated that the overarching strategy of the PIRA was to force the British government out of Northern Ireland and, once goal had been achieved, to then create a ‘Democratic Socialist Republic’ which would be influenced by the ‘Easter Proclamation 1916’. Alongside pursing these targets, the PIRA also has the aim to form an alliance with the Northern Irish Catholic population, which would be their main source of community support.
Jones, Doxsee, et al (2020) gives a definition of terrorism tactics as a method of utilising a weapon in order to obtain a terrorist organisation’s target, which can include through the use of assassination attempts towards an important person, an armed assault, bombings of public places or a government body, and hijackings. Rebello (2015) states that the primary focus of PIRA is to present clear messages towards any organisation or individual who opposes them and will not hesitate to destroy anyone who tries to get in their way. They will always choose a target that they are sure will bring their message or warning across, such as setting off a bomb near a government building and attempting to assassinate a person who may try to obstruct the IRA’s goal of creating an independent Ireland.   
A possible non-violent tactic to gain support or funding could be using manipulation. Gill & Horgan (2013) claim that approximately 17% of PIRA recruits between the years 1969 and 1976 were under 18 years of age, which means they are classed as minors, and were primarily aged between 12 and 16, and most of them were boys. One way how these boys were recruited was through scouting by adult PIRA members, while the potential young boys were out in public such as going to and from school, the boys would then be taken to a secret IRA military camp. A real-life example of this occurring, as reported by Wilson (2000), was in the year 1998, where two teenaged Irish boys (one aged 14, one aged 16) were picked up by PIRA scouts where they were driven in a van to a farm in a rural area in Drogheda, the location of a secret underground IRA paramilitary training camp. Also noted was the fact that these two teenage boys had no criminal records, which are nicknamed ‘clean skins’, which appeared to be a common trend with young PIRA recruits. Some people might argue that the young teenaged IRA recruits might have been naïve and had been manipulated and mislead by the older IRA members into believing that the group fought for the greater good, and that the boys would do their country proud if they had fought alongside the IRA.  
Another possible non-violent strategy proposed by the IRA to gain support was by the method of publications. For example, Alpha History (2021) explains that the IRA had published a book known as the ‘Green Book’, first under the old IRA in 1956 and a second time in 1977 under the PIRA, which was handed out to potential recruits and volunteers. The book was essentially a training guide and instruction manual on their strategies and their different tactics, as well as giving a detailed description on what their main purpose and aims are. The book was, as a result, banned in the UK, Republic of Ireland, and other territories. Some people might claim that the PIRA’s use of publication might have influenced some of the volunteer’s choices to join as they when they have read the Green Book, they might have believed that the PIRA was doing a good thing in creating Irish independence and that the book probably led the recruits to believe that the end justifies the means. In addition to this, the banning of the book probably created notoriety which would have drawn public attention towards the PIRA.   
The most common attack methods among terrorist groups, as highlighted by the Counter Terrorism Guide (2020), are with common explosives with the means to threaten, harm or assassinate. The possible reason why is because of the sheer amount of damage and harm explosives such as dirty bombs can inflict. Not only can civilians get killed or severely injured by the explosions, the aftermath of the destruction it could have in the area can be devastating. For example, if the explosive had contained radioactive or poisonous elements, then the location of the explosion would have to be blocked off for a long period of time after because you could get poisoned. Plus, people could lose their jobs or housing if their buildings got caught up in the explosion.
One of the most common attack methods that were utilised by the PIRA was through the use of car bombings. The National Counter Terrorism Security Office (2020) explains that this method (referred to by the government as a Vehicle-borne Improvised Security Device) is when a mobile vehicle, for example a car or van, contains and sends an explosive such as a propane bomb to a set target. Usually, the vehicle is plain to blend in and to avoid any attention and are typically set off in or near within an area containing a large crowd or a building, mainly a government building. Also, there is sometimes a greater number of fatalities if the explosive contains addition items including nuts, bolts and nails, or if the damaged structure fired debris or shards at the civilians.
One real-life example of a terrorist attack carried out by the PIRA using car bombing is the Old Bailey Bombing in London in 1973. Harvey & Hoggart (1973) outline this attack, explaining that 10 individuals (seven males and three females) had set off a total of 2 bombs in central London, which had ruined a part of the Old Bailey criminal court. A further 2 bombs were set to explode shortly after but were found and defused by the police. The 10 suspects had come from both Northern and Republic of Ireland and were found to be official members of the PIRA. In total, one man aged 60 years of age had died following the explosion and approximately 215 civilians were left injured.   
Another real-life example of the PIRA utilising car bombings as a method of attack is the bombing of Harrods in London, in December 1983. McKittrick (2001) explains that on December 17th, 1983, a car had exploded outside Harrods, a hugely popular and iconic department shop in London, by members of the PIRA. The PIRA had supposedly sent out a warning about the incoming attack, but the area was not evacuated by the emergency services. In total, the explosion had killed three people (all three of whom were police officers), 90 civilians were injured and had caused a lot of damage towards the property. Parry (1983) adds to this by stating that the PIRA had taken responsibility for the bombing outside Harrods, but they had also claimed they did not authorise the attack and that the perpetrators were volunteers who had taken matters into their own hands. Brittan (1983), who was Secretary of State for the Home Department, commented about the IRA’s response and apology for the attack, for which he described as ‘contemptible’. Some people might argue that the reason why the PIRA launched their attack outside Harrods, and at that time of year, could be because it was the week leading up to Christmas, where you would have huge mass crowds doing their Christmas shop, especially in Central London the capital of Britain. Some could also argue that the attack was also undertake to help cause damage to the British economy, since it would be likely that a lot of people would not be going out shopping for quite some time after out of fear that they might be caught up in another bomb explosion.
Some people might consider the fact of whether the PIRA were indeed successful in regards to their strategies, tactics and methods of attacks. Firstly, Lhor (1988) believes that they were, in some ways, successful by the fact that they had managed to kill dozens of British soldiers, as well as some police officers, by that point in the 1980s. Some readers might expand upon this by referring to the fact that the PIRA did indeed mange to successfully carry out several car bombings in both Great Britain and in Ireland that had resulted in many fatalities of innocent civilians, which would have accomplished their aim to threaten and intimidate both the general population and the British government.   
Another way in which the PIRA might be considered successful was their ways of recruiting members, volunteers and financing. Moloney (2007) states that the Provisional Irish Republican Army had successfully recruited more than 10,000 members to their cause throughout the period of The Troubles, along with more than 1,200 volunteers recruited from Belfast alone, although the total number of volunteers had been reduced by half as of 1996. 
They could also been seen as successful in securing support and financing from other nations. For instance, Coogan (2000) states that the PIRA did successfully receive financing and support from the community of Irish Americans in the United States, whom had sent the PIRA both money and a selection of weaponry. One example of how this happened was by the help of the American organisation ‘Irish Northern Aid Committee’, who had raised money to support prisoners who were members of the PIRA, as well as funding families of known PIRA supporters (Taylor, 1998).         
Finally, some people might think that the PIRA were successful with their use of intelligence. For example, the group has shown through the use of their many set-up car bombings that they did appear to have members who good knowledge on how create timed explosives using all kinds of chemicals and extensive wiring, which is not particularly the type of tasks the average person would learn about, or have the right knowledge to undertake successfully, and is usually the sort of intelligence that only the top governments have access to. Also, the PIRA were successful in their intelligence through their use of planning out their attacks. For example, it would have taken them a lot of time planning on how they would set-up their attacks, particularly during the 1980s when the UK government were on high alert about potential IRA attacks, and had also gave out a lot of thought on when and where the attacks should occur.
However, some people might argue that the Provisional Irish Republican Army were not successful, as a whole, purely due to the fact that they have still not achieved their primary strategy, which was to force the UK government and army out of Northern Ireland in order to make the country fully independent. Northern Ireland is still currently operating under the British government and is still part of the United Kingdom, along with the fact their number of members and volunteers had dropped significantly, as highlighted above, and as a result, are probably inactive and not on the government’s radar in present times. All of this information could lead to some readers to conclude that the PIRA had overestimated their own power and influence, and possibly shows that the UK government does not give in to terrorism. 
In conclusion, the Provisional Irish Republication Army are indeed a terrorist organisation because, based on the UK government’s definition of terrorism, their strategy of forcing the UK government out of Northern Ireland through the use of violence and intimidation, which had resulted in casualties of innocent civilians and government/military personnel in both Ireland and Great Britain, is a highly political ideology. Their primary tactics to achieve their aim were by planting explosives in cars in designated areas where there was a high number of civilians nearby, which proves that their use of intelligence was effective in order for these attacks to be carried out successfully with their extensive planning and manufacturing of their weapons, along with their attempts to recruit members and convincing young male volunteers to join their cause. On top of that, they were also successful in persuading people from other countries (primarily Americans with Irish heritage) to both provide funding to the PIRA and supplying them with weaponry.
Despite these possible achievements, they were still unsuccessful in completing their main strategy in forcing the UK government out of Northern Ireland, which could prove that their use of violence and intimidation is not tolerated by both the government and the civilian population, and has now probably made the PIRA redundant and will eventually be gone for good. Only the honest people of Northern Ireland can decide the future of their country, through the best possible cause of a democratic vote.     
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