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Today’s hook was the ape, and I’m not taking this as a personal offence…
Even before my Catholic Irish roots were so insulted by the depiction of the Irish in today’s session, a particular male description/character was catching my eye (as noted in yesterday’s blog). 
Small, for some reason, seems to be a common characteristic (Mr Crawford, Edward Hyde and at least one of the Italians in Woman in White…haven’t read enough to get to a description of Count Fosco yet). Presumably physical stature reflects stature as a man, and despite the relative power of the ape, unlike a human, it does not stand tall. Also, dark is a common descriptor: Crawford, Hyde, the confessor, and Fosco. But mainly they all emanate something just not quite right that assumes a physicality, additionally, some of them have a weird lightness of movement contradictory to the brutish nature you might imagine, hence they are rather more simian than purely ape-like, a deceptive presence, somewhat ‘feminine’ in its wiles. This is the ‘other’ beneath the veneer of social politeness.
What is odd is all these characters are aristocratic (I think) even the confessor though he is fallen from grace, but the rest are of and in their class…unless some of the point is that it has already become increasingly hard to tell. They are all perhaps more representative of not attending to Burke’s lessons in developing the sensibility to the arts, gentility and connoisseurship that amount to taste and good judgement, or perhaps only developing them sufficiently to mask an untamed baser self. Anyway, this crosses over with yesterday’s blog really, so I’ll stop now and take my ape-ish self off for a cuppa.
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