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The subject of my dissertation is a comparative study between syncretised “hybrid” deities and deities that were fully adopted in their original form, and how these two forms of adoption have impacted their new culture. I am using case studies from Ancient Egypt and the Ancient Roman Empire in order to determine whether these differences are limited to just one civilisation or whether a common theme can be determined.

I have been able to easily locate and identify several deities that I can choose from for my Egyptian case studies, as they were not averse to incorporating the deities of their neighbours. This may also be due to the fact that Egypt was ruled at several points in its history by non-Egyptians, such as the Kushites and Nubians[footnoteRef:1], who would likely have brought their own deities with them. I found it even easier to locate deities from Ancient Rome to use as case studies. Due to the size of the Roman Empire, it is expected that they would have incorporated many of the local deities of the lands that they conquered, but some of these gained greater followings than others, such as Isis[footnoteRef:2] and Mithras[footnoteRef:3]. I have been able to find lots of information regarding the worship of the Roman deities, which has greatly helped progress. In terms of relevant scholarship for my Egyptian case studies, I have been incredibly lucky to come across an article by Zivie-Coche[footnoteRef:4], which has been highly insightful, both in terms of its content, and in its bibliographical detail, which has directed me towards several of my other sources. As I have pursued my research, I have found myself becoming more interested in the subject I have chosen, which I have found to be an excellent motivator for completing my self-allocated hours of research per week, as I find myself looking forward to reading my sources and searching for new ones. [1:  Wilkinson 2000: 27]  [2:  Bailey 1972: 186]  [3:  Bailey 1972: 204-5]  [4:  Zivie-Coche 2011] 


I have also encountered several setbacks while completing my research. As a major part of my dissertation revolves around the concept of syncretism, I have found it frustrating that there is very little accessible scholarship about syncretism that is not purely focussed on Christianity. However, I am still exploring other potential sources, such as Academia.edu, and the inter-library loan system. Another major stumbling block has been that much of the early scholarship, at least in terms of my Egyptian case-studies, has been in German with no available translations that I have been able to find. This is setting me back considerably, as I am unable to proceed with investigating the way scholarship has changed over the years if I cannot read the original ideas. The amount of scholarship I am able to access is currently further limited due to the fact that many of my potential main sources are currently on loan to other students from the library, and I have been required to wait up to three weeks for them to be returned. This is bringing some of my case studies to a halt until I am able to obtain the sources I need. In terms of my Egyptian case studies, there are limited details regarding the case studies I have chosen, as it doesn’t seem to be a particularly well-researched subject. I have been able to find the information I require, however it is spread across many different sources, which is time-consuming.

I have been struggling to efficiently manage my time, as I have found myself getting caught up looking into my potential case studies in too great a detail at this stage, as I am still deciding which ones to put into my final dissertation, and I have ended up creating potentially unnecessary work for myself. Another major setback, as I have mentioned above, is the lack of access to relevant scholarship due to our library not having the resources, other students using the resources I require, and the language barrier that prevents me from accessing some of the earlier work on this subject. I also foresee myself struggling to allocate my time efficiently over the next two weeks, as I have two upcoming deadlines for other modules that will require temporary prioritisation over my dissertation research. In terms of my Egyptian case studies, I have encountered an additional difficulty that has not presented itself in the Roman case studies. No two authors seem to be able to agree on how to spell the names of some of the deities. Anat, Hauron and Dedwen in particular have more than five different spellings of their names, which is causing delays in finding the relevant information. Fortunately, I feel as though I now have a complete list of all of the variations, and my research has begun to progress quicker.

Over the course of my preliminary research, it has been necessary for me to adjust several parameters of my dissertation. Primarily, I have chosen to transfer from the 20-credit Independent Project onto the 40-credit Dissertation, as the Independent Project’s 5,000 word limit will not be sufficient for me to complete my research to a level that I find satisfactory or fulfilling, whereas 10,000 words will allow me to go to greater depths in my analyses. I have also changed the direction of my research, as I had originally intended to use this case studies to interpret what the “ideal deity” would have been for these cultures based on the desirable attributes from the imported deities. I have since decided to investigate the differences between syncretised or “hybrid” deities, and those who were fully adopted and how this affected the relevant culture, as I feel this will be a more suitable topic. I have also decided to dedicate a sub-chapter of my dissertation to the interpretation of syncretism, as I feel that having a better understanding of this concept will allow me to better fulfil my goals in this subject. As I have been struggling to find large quantities of data regarding my Egyptian case studies, I have decided to increase the number of case studies to six from each culture, rather than two. Not only will this allow me to have a greater source of comparisons, but I will also be able to provide sufficient data from limited sources. Though I have not yet encountered this same difficulty with my Roman case studies, I will take the same precaution of six case studies to ensure that I am presenting a balanced discussion.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I am still in the process of selecting the deities that I will use as my final case studies, and so I will have to then adjust my research accordingly. I will then have to perform further research into the concept of syncretism, before applying that knowledge to my case studies. Once I have completed this research, I will then be comparing the case studies, both within their culture and then with the other culture I have chosen. This will hopefully allow me to determine whether there is any correlation between the attributes of both hybridised and adopted deities within Ancient Egypt and Ancient Rome. Eventually, I will have to correlate all of this separate data into my final dissertation. While completing this research, I will also continue to search for acceptable translations for the German sources I have thus far been unable to utilise.

As I have been focussing mainly so far on choosing my Egyptian case studies, the majority of my sources are geared towards the religion of Ancient Egypt, though I have included a few of the sources of my Roman case studies that I have had a chance to skim-read. My initial source of information for my Egyptian case studies was R.H Wilkinson’s “The Complete Gods and Goddesses of Ancient Egypt”[footnoteRef:5]. This is a source I have utilised in the past, which I have found to be both reliable and useful in its content. I was able to further corroborate the information found here in several of my other sources, including Černý[footnoteRef:6], Watterson[footnoteRef:7], and Wiedemann[footnoteRef:8], who were otherwise unable to provide much new information. Another major source of information for me has been Zivie-Coche’s article “Foreign Deities in Egypt”[footnoteRef:9]. This article was not only rich in content, but the bibliography has been instrumental in directing me towards further sources that I have been able to use in my research, as well as providing me with the original German sources that I have yet to translate. Zivie-Coche led me to an article by W.F. Albright, which focussed on “The Egypto-Canaanite God Haurôn”[footnoteRef:10]. So far Hauron has been an elusive deity to find information on, so this article has been highly instructive. David Frankfurter’s book on “Religion in Roman Egypt”[footnoteRef:11] has only been useful for the research for the god Serapis, however the quality of the information has been worthwhile. Siegfried Morenz’s book “Egyptian Religion”[footnoteRef:12] goes into considerably more detail about the majority of the deities, which has been a great help, as information about these deities can be scarce and hard to corroborate. E.A. Wallis Budge’s tome on the subject of “From Fetish to God”[footnoteRef:13] has provided a deeper insight into how deities can gain popularity from obscurity, and how those that I am studying rose from deities in regional or outlying areas to becoming major players in the Egyptian Pantheon, such as Anat and Astarte, who became the consorts of the god Set[footnoteRef:14]. R.H. Wilkinson has also proven to be a useful source in his book “The Complete Temples of Ancient Egypt”[footnoteRef:15]. This book has helped to pinpoint the source of worship for several of my case studies, including some more obscure locations such as a sanctuary to Hauron close to the Sphinx at Giza[footnoteRef:16]. R.E. Witt’s book “Isis in the Graeco-Roman World”[footnoteRef:17] has quickly become my main source of information on Isis, as it is greatly detailed on the way she was worshipped and incorporated into the Roman World. In his book “Phases in the Religion of Ancient Rome”[footnoteRef:18], Bailey has dedicated several chapters to foreign cults, which has proved useful in understanding how indigenous cults can rise to greater importance in the Roman Empire as a whole. [5:  Wilkinson 2003]  [6:  Černý 1952]  [7:  Watterson 1984]  [8:  Wiedemann 1897]  [9:  Zivie-Coche 2011]  [10:  Albright 1941: 7-12]  [11:  Frankfurter 1998]  [12:  Morenz 1973]  [13:  Wallis Budge 1934]  [14:  Watterson 1984: 115]  [15:  Wilkinson 2000]  [16:  Wilkinson 2000: 85]  [17:  Witt 1971]  [18:  Bailey 1972] 


Over the last few weeks I have considered several titles for my dissertation, and they have changed as my focus has shifted and become more streamlined. Potential titles have included “Roaming Gods”, “He’s Adopted! Case Studies in Egyptian and Roman ‘Imported’ Deities”, “Syncretism in the Ancient World” and “The Importance of Imported Deities in Ancient Egypt and the Ancient Roman Empire”. I am still in the process of deciding on a title, however I do not currently consider it a high priority, as I am likely to change my mind several more times before my final submission as my dissertation forms and I have a better idea of where I am taking my discussion.

I have put together a basic outline/contents for my dissertation as it currently stands, however this may be subject to some change as I find further information. As I have not fully decided on which deities to use as case studies in my Roman section, I have labelled those “To Be Determined”. My plan is as follows:
· Introduction
· Methodology and Relevant Concepts
· Theoretical Analysis
· Documentary Analysis
· Syncretism
· Brief Explanation of Egyptian and Roman Belief Systems
· Egyptian Case Studies
· Anat
· Astarte
· Dedwen
· Hauron
· Qadesh
· Serapis
· Roman Case Studies
· Isis
· Mithras
· TBD
· TBD
· TBD
· TBD
· Adopted vs Absorbed
· Egypt vs Rome
· The Impact of Imported Deities
· Conclusion
· Bibliography

Overall, I feel as though my dissertation is proceeding well, albeit at an unsteady rate due to several major setbacks as detailed above. I have been enjoying the research and finding myself even more motivated to find alternative methods of research to solve the difficulties I have encountered so that I can do justice to a topic I find to be both intriguing and mentally stimulating.
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