[bookmark: _Int_fMcGrTlo][bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: _Int_OYNOPIvY][bookmark: _Int_5bEyvFwH]A jury is a group of members of the public who listen to the facts of a case in a court and decide whether or not somebody is guilty of a crime, or whether a claim has been proved (Oxford Dictionary, 2022). In England and Wales, juries are involved in many court cases in order to determine the criminal liability of those stood before them. There are some minor offences or ‘summary only’ offences which do not require a jury however the Criminal Justice Act 2003 also allows trials by judge only in the crown court if specific criteria are met, such as a risk of jury tampering. In Crown court cases where offences such as murder, manslaughter or rape are trialled, 15 members will be called to complete jury service, but only 12 of these will be randomly selected to hear the case. In high court, cases such as defamation, false imprisonment, malicious prosecution, or cases involving alleged fraud also have 12 jurors, however if these offences are trialled at a county court, a jury of only eight members is used (In Brief, 2022). In a Coroner’s court, a jury is not always present as the coroner usually decides the outcome of these cases themselves. If a jury is present in these cases, the trail will still run the same, however the coroner will give the jury a choice of possible conclusions and it is the juries job to pick the most fitting rather than simply stating ‘guilty’ or ‘not guilty’ (Manchester City Council, 2022). 
[bookmark: _Int_YtGt5Sz5]Jury members are picked randomly from the electoral register and will receive a letter in the post to which they must reply to confirm their attendance. If you are unable to attend the court on the dates stated, exceptions are made to change the dates to another date within the next 12 months. If any dates in the next 12 months are still not feasible it is possible to be excused from jury service (UK Government, 2022). Some people cannot participate in jury service due to not being eligible or excused because of their job. Jurors must be 18 years old to participate and are able to ask for an exemption if they are over 70 years old. People may qualify to be jurors in some courts and not others, for example, those on bail from prison are unable to serve on a jury in a Crown court but can in a high court or county court. Disqualification from jury service involves cases where a person has been convicted in the United Kingdom and sentenced to five or more years in prison but having other criminal convictions does not automatically rule you out. People who are currently employed in administration of justice are not eligible for jury service. You are also ineligible for jury service if you have had a job in the last 10 years which involves law enforcement or criminal justice such as barristers, solicitors, and police officers. Furthermore, those employed in the United Kingdom’s defence forces, those with mental disorders or disabilities, and those who do not understand English are also ineligible for jury service (NI Direct Government Services, 2022). 
[bookmark: _Int_jcL7FnWc][bookmark: _Int_BJ1TtZA6]The jury has been described to have three key functions; first one being to decide the facts and upon that determine guilt. Secondly, to add certainty to the law and give a verdict without reasons. Finally, to represent the just face of the criminal justice system on any basis. The British public take pride in jury service and it is widely accepted as an important public service. However, the general, wider function of a jury is “to act together in the interests of public justice.” Article 6 of the European Convention of Human Rights (ECHR) states the right to a fair trial and requires a trial by an independent and impartial tribunal established by law. In this article, there is nothing to suggest that a judge only trail will result in an unfair or unjust outcome. Despite this, the public hold confidence in the belief that if a judge does come to the conclusion of a trail in an unfair manner or in breach of judicial conduct then the decisions made by the judge will be quashed or reconsidered by the appeal courts. The argument against this is that if on appeal a witness was found to be lying or false evidence was presented in court and the original judge had given credit, which has the possibility of being overturned on appeal then the public’s belief in the judiciary would be impaired (Police Professional, 2020).
[bookmark: _Int_pw6wPTyK][bookmark: _Int_z8Jyw7fF][bookmark: _Int_pX9p4jYX][bookmark: _Int_0TG0qOCJ]In June 2020, Justice Secretary Robert Buckland QC proposed to Parliament that judge-only trails may be needed to combat the backlog of cases in the Crown Court. The backlog of cases was said to be caused by the Coronavirus pandemic; however, lawyers and other law professionals deemed the backlog to be due to government cuts to the number of part-time judges available to hear cases. In response to this, APPEAL, a legal charity which specialises in challenging wrongful convictions, warned that by scrapping a jury and allowing for the judge only to decide the outcome of a trail would increase miscarriages of justice, with only 32% of judges in the United Kingdom being women and only 1% of judges being black. The director of APPEAL, Emily Bolton, went on to say that the government should fix the backlog of cases by funding it properly instead of abolishing a right enshrined in the Magna Carta and not using the Covid-19 pandemic as an excuse. She went on to say, “Juries sometimes make mistakes but applying the common sense of 12 ordinary people is infinitely more reliable than letting a handful of judges and magistrates decide people’s fates”. Furthermore, she went on to discuss how when race, gender and background is taken into consideration our judiciary is not representative of modern-day Britain, suggesting that trails would be unfair without diverse representation or opinion and that as a result the number of miscarriages of justice would increase if only judges and magistrates held all the decision-making powers. In conclusion to the response, it was suggested that wrongful convictions would be harder to overturn as appeal judges would not want to question the previous decisions of their colleagues leading to innocent people being left in prison (APPEAL, 2020).
[bookmark: _Int_FylJ8ked]Despite the views that trials would be unfair without a jury, some claim that jury service is outdated and a waste of the public’s time. BBC broadcaster and Guardian author, Simon Jenkins, suggested that abolishing jury trails would relieve some of the strain faced by the courts in England and Wales. Once again, the suggestion that the Covid-19 pandemic is the reason for such pressure was highlighted, however, Jenkins also mentions that out of the 410 courthouses across England and Wales, more than half are out of use or ‘unsafe’. He further went on to suggest that England and Wales should follow in the footsteps of other countries and abolish jury trails other than in exceptional cases (The Guardian, 2020). Looking further into the issue, it is to be thought that the backlog of cases in court is not just down to the pandemic and, is set to last beyond 2024. The National Audit Office (The NAO) suggested that, according to a Ministry of Justice (MoJ) estimate in April 2021, an extra £500 million would be needed to reduce the backlog of court cases to below 50,000 cases by 2024. This extra funding would need to be added on top of £1.7 billion for legal aid, prisons, and probation services (Financial Times, 2021).
[bookmark: _Int_xJpRDfDP][bookmark: _Int_Spt6Z6E4][bookmark: _Int_CBTM6s29]In conclusion, the backlog in the courts has placed a lot of pressure on the justice system and left the Ministry of Justice in an unprecedented predicament. However, despite the pandemic causing delays through social distancing regulations or isolation periods with those present in court, it is not the sole issue. Funding needs to be increased further, despite the government's plans to invest an extra £550 million by 2024 (UK Government, 2021). Jury service is one of the most important civic duties that one can be asked to do. They represent all races, genders, and backgrounds present in the United Kingdom and are found to be fair, effective, and efficient without discriminating against minority groups. Judges are often older than the defendant and all come from a similar background, far from background of those who stand before them (Open Democracy, 2020). The right to trial by jury is a privilege and should not be taken away. Juries are accountable for nobody but represent everybody, and that is their greatest strength
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