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Appendix E
	Lesson 
	Starter Activity 
	Observation Notes 

	1 
	Regular Lesson 
	·  Pupils entered the classroom with varied levels of enthusiasm. Some appeared disengaged, while others were attentive. 

	 
	 
	· The teacher delivered instructions for the lesson, but there was limited interaction with students during this time. 

	 
	 
	· No specific engagement strategy was observed to aid readiness to learn as pupils entered the classroom. 

	2 
	Brain Teaser Starter Activity 
	· As pupils entered, there was a noticeable increase in energy and excitement, with many eagerly anticipating the activity. 

	 
	 
	· Clear engagement was observed as students eagerly participated in solving the brain teaser, actively discussing solutions. 

	 
	 
	· Teacher encouraged collaboration and critical thinking, fostering a positive and stimulating learning environment. 

	3 
	Brain Teaser Starter Activity 
	· Similar to Lesson 2, pupils showed anticipation and curiosity towards the brain teaser, with lively discussions. 

	 
	 
	· Teacher provided scaffolding for struggling students, offering hints and guidance to keep all students engaged. 

	4 
	Brain Teaser Starter Activity 
	· The majority of pupils engaged positively and actively participated in solving the brain teaser. 

	 
	 
	· However, a few students demonstrated signs of frustration and disengagement due to the complexity of the brain teaser. 

	 
	 
	· Teacher provided additional support and encouragement to help struggling students, promoting perseverance. 

	5 
	Brain Teaser Starter Activity 
	· Overall, a positive response was observed, with most students eagerly participating in the brain teaser activity. 

	 
	 
	· However, a small number of students continued to struggle with the complexity of the task, leading to occasional disengagement. 

	 
	 
	· Teacher adapted the activity on the go, providing alternative challenges for struggling students to maintain engagement. 









Appendix F
Introduction:
"Hey there! Thanks for joining me. Your thoughts are really important for my research on brain teasers. Before we dive in, know that your answers are confidential, and there is no right or wrong. I want to hear what you think. Do you have any questions before we get started?"

Thoughts about Brain Teasers
"What do you think about the brain teasers we do at the beginning of class?"
Follow-up: "Can you tell me more about why you feel that way?"
"What do you enjoy most about these brain teasers?"
Follow-up: "Is there a specific brain teaser that is particularly enjoyable to you?"
"Can you tell me about a time when you really liked working on a brain teaser?"
Follow-up: "What made that brain teaser memorable for you?"
"What makes a brain teaser interesting or fun for you?"
Follow-up: "Are there specific qualities of a brain teaser that you find engaging?"

Experiences with Brain Teasers
5. "How do you usually approach brain teasers when we have them in class?"

Follow-up: "Can you describe a strategy you have used to solve a brain teaser before?"
"Have you ever found a brain teaser too hard or too easy? What was that like?"
Follow-up: "How did you feel when you encountered a brain teaser that was too difficult/easy?"
"Do brain teasers help you stay focused in class? Why or why not?"
Follow-up: "Can you give me an example of a time when a brain teaser helped you stay focused?"
"How do you think brain teasers help you learn?"
Follow-up: "In what ways do brain teasers contribute to your understanding of the lesson?"

Factors that Affect Your Enjoyment of Brain Teasers
9. "Do things outside school affect how much you enjoy brain teasers?"
Follow-up: "Could you give me an example of something outside of school that affects your enjoyment?"
"How do you feel when a brain teaser is about something you really like?"
Follow-up: "Can you tell me more about a brain teaser related to something you are interested in?"
"Do your classmates' reactions to brain teasers affect how much you like them? How?"
Follow-up: "Could you give me an example of a time when your classmates' reactions influenced your enjoyment?"
"Are there any times or things in class that make it hard for you to enjoy brain teasers?"
Follow-up: "Can you describe a situation where you found engaging with a brain teaser challenging?"

Ideas for Making Brain Teasers Even Better
13. "Is there anything you would change about how we do brain teasers in class?"
- Follow-up: "What specific changes would you suggest?"
14. "Do you have any ideas for making brain teasers more fun for everyone?"
- Follow-up: "Could you give me an example of a brain teaser idea you think would be enjoyable?"
15. "How do you think brain teasers could help us learn better?"
- Follow-up: "In what ways do you think brain teasers could improve our learning experience?"

Closing:
"Thanks for sharing your thoughts with me today. Your ideas help my research. If you have anything else to add, feel free. Otherwise, we are done. Thanks again for chatting with me."
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PUPIL INFORMATION SHEET
PROJECT TITLE: Exploring Engagement of Learners through Brain Teaser Starter
Activities.

11" April 2024

My name i Miss Adams, and T'm a student feacher at your school, currently studying for
a P6CE qualification at Y. Athrofa, University of Wales Trinity Saint David. T'm excited
o tell you about a project T'm working on called 'Exploring Engagement of Learners
through Brain Teaser Starter Activities.' This project's goal is to understand how
different Task Tanios affect how engaged everyone i during the whole lesson.

T would like to invite you o take part in this research project. But it's completely up to
you whether you want to join in or not. Your participation will involve things like answering
questionnaires, possibly chatting in small group interviews, and just me watching the whole
class To see how the lesson is going.

Your name and any information about you will be kept completely private. Only T will know
who's taking part. Tf you decide To join in and then change your mind later, that's
absolutely okay too. You can stop being part of the project at any time, and it won't affect
anything else.

All the information T gather will be kept on a private and protected university cloud
‘throughout and will be deleted when T am done. T you're interested in the results of the

project, T can share them with you once T've written it all up, you just need to ask me.

Tf you have any questions or if you'd like fo know more about the project, just let me
know. You can talk to me in class or ask your parents fo get in touch.

Thank you for taking the time fo read this, and T hope you might consider being part of
my research project!

Yours sincerely,

Miss Adams
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PARENTS INFORMATION SHEET

PROJECT TITLE: Exploring Engagement of Learners through Brain Teaser Starter
Activities.

119 April 2024
Dear Parent/ Guardian,

My name is Etain Adams and | am studying for a PGCE qualification at Y. Afhrofa, University
of Wales Trinity Saint David. | am currently a student teacher within Ysgol Cwm Brmbil and
am teaching in your child's Art class

1 would like to invite your child to participate in my research project The title of the project is
“Exploring Engagement of Learers through Brain Teaser Starter Activities'. Through your
child's participation, | hope to ascertain whether the type of starter actvities/Task Tanio's plays
a role in the engagement of the whole lesson. The research will be conducted through various
processes, such us continuous observations, small group interviews, and questionnaires

All names will be kept strictly confidential and will only be known by myself. Your child's
participation in this study is completely voluntary 5o you or your child can withdraw from the
study at any stage. Your child will also be asked to give their assent before the beginning of
the study

After careful and precise analysis of the data obtained from the lesson observations, small
group interview, and questionnaires, | would be happy to provide you with a copy of the findings
at your request. The results of the research will be discussed in a university assignment that
will contribute to my PGCE course. The results of this study will be stored on a private and
protected Y. Athrafa. online cloud, and all raw data will be destroyed once the assessment has
been marked

Please be assured that this research will not take prevalence over your child's learning. Any
observations will not interrupt the lesson, any small group interviews will only take place if pupils
have completed lesson tasks, and any questionnaires will be conducted with the same manner.

1 thank you in advance for your time. If any questions do arise, feel free to contact me at your
convenience

Yours sincerely,

Etain Adams
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CONSENT FORM
PROJECT TITLE: Exploring Engagement of Learners through Brain Teaser Starter
Activities.

itial box

1. 1 confirm that | have read and understand the information sheet dated 11th
April 2024 for the above study.

2. 1 understand that my child's participation is voluntary and that | am free to
withdraw my child from the study at any time, without giving any reason

3. | understand that my child can choose to withdraw at any time, without giving
areason.

4. 1 understand that the information given by my child will be used in a university
assignment.

5. | understand that my child's name will not appear at any time

6. 1 agree for my child to take part in the above study.

Child’s name Parent signature Date

When completed, please return to Miss Adams by the end of 18/4/24.

Thank you.
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Brain Teaser Starter Activity Questionnaire

Hi, Etain. When you submit this form, the owner will see your name and email address.

1. Full name (5}

Enter your answer

2. How engaged do you feel when participating in brain teaser starter activities? (5}

58686454

3. What aspects of brain teaser activities do you find most engaging? (Select all that apply)
o

(O How they look.
(O The challenge level.
(O The different topics.

(O Discussing them with my friends.

(O Other
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4. Have you ever felt that certain brain teasers were too challenging or too easy?

o

O Yes
O o
O Maybe

5. 1f "Yes', how did it make you feel? (1}

Enter your answer

6. How do you usually approach brain teasers when presented in class?

3
(O Quickly attempt to solve it.

(O Discuss with my friends.

(O Wait for someane else to solve it.

(O Other
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7. Do you find brain teasers help you stay focused in class?
%)

O ves

O No

8. Do outside factors, such as personal interests or mood, influence your enjoyment of brain
teasers?

o
Ows

O wo

9. If "Yes’, Can you tell me how those things make a difference? (1}

Enter your answer

10. Please answer the following sentence. 'l prefer brain teasers when they are..... (1}
Agree Neutral Disagree
Easy to work out. O @) O

Hard to work out. e) e) e)
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11. Do you have any suggestions to make brain teasers better? (1}

Enter your answer

B2 Microsoft 365

“This content is created by the owner of the form. Tne data you submit willbe sent {0 the form owner. Microsoit i not responsible for the.
privacy o security practices of its customers, including those of his form owner. Never give Out your password.
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