The Siege of Dryslwyn Castle
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Dryslwyn Castle fou nded by Rhys Grug,
for his son Maredudd, 1st Lord of Dryslwyn
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B 1271 W
1272 Edward(g;zggcomes King

Maredudd’s son, Rhys ap Maredudd
becomes the 2" and final
Lord of Dryslwyn on his father’s death

Rhys supports Edward | against Llywelyn
ap Gruffudd and keeps Dryslwyn Castle, 1277
but loses most of his lands to limit his

power and prevent rebellion

nnnnnnnnnnnnn June Rhys rebels, attacking
12 87 English-held castles
iIn West and South Wales

i The Crown gathers an Army June to August Makes Drystwyn his rebel base

of over 11,000 men 12 87

to capture Rhys 15th August

1287

Crown forces reach Dryslwyn,
Rhys prepares defences,
Siege begins
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/7%= Rhysap Maredudd

) e Number of Welsh defenders unknown

Commander
Edmund, Earl of Cornwall
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Crown army surrounds the castle

|
Welsh supplies and ’ Archaeology
reinforcements cut off 101 artefacts:
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e arrowheads,
e crossbow bolts,
e spearheads,
e a macehead,
e trebuchet balls,
e slingstones,
handstones.
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Trebuchet
bombardment
weakens walls
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Spearhead length
152mm, width 40mm

tunnel colla pses, killin g many, but’ Y e S

/\Mmers dig to collapse castle wall, ~f

n part of the wall still falls
Trebuchet bombardment and mining
weaken the walls, enabling the English > 8th Se pte m be r 1287
to take Dryslwyn Dryslwyn surrenders but Rhys has escaped L R _ AW
- Trebuchet Balls Mid 13theentury
52kg and49kg copper-alloy maceheac

Rhys betrayed, captured,
and executed for Treason 1292

(Caple, 2007, p. 207)

Dryslwyn under
English control
from 1287 to 1403

Retaken by Henry IV.
Demolished to prevent
future Welsh use
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