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To answer the question “What is the Purpose of Arbitration in Athenian Law”, you have to first understand what arbitration is and what an arbitrator would do. From those, it’s easier to find out how arbitration would relate to Athenian law, or just law in general, and thus find out the purpose of it. A basic purpose of arbitration in Athenian law would be that it creates a good community through using randomly chosen citizens to serve as the arbitrator of their polis to give unbiased judgements on situations similar to how a jury would today, as shown within Epitrepontes (Men at Arbitration) by Menander, lines 239 to 372.


The Oxford Dictionary definition of arbitration is: a means of settling disputes without recourse to law; to put it simply it means a way of sorting out a disagreement, no matter the severity, without going to the law courts. Thus, in a way, it is like an unofficial law court.
[bookmark: _GoBack]From age 17 or 18, Athenian men can serve as an arbitrator and will be able to do so for 42 years. According to Aristotle, men also “serve as public arbitrators during the official year following that in which they reached the age of fifty-nine.” (Aristot. Ath. Pol. 53. 4) This would be similar to people of today serving jury duty as both are public duties, however the actual position would be closer to the judge. In relation to law, it would be like an unofficial law court where the necessary people would give speeches about the situation for the arbitrator to then make a judgement.
From reading Epitrepontes (Men at Arbitration) by Menander, the purpose of arbitration would be similar to the use of judges and juries in modern day: to reach a verdict on whatever problem was given to them to solve. Arbitration is similar to jury duty as they’re both public duties that citizens would complete. For Athenian citizens, this would be seen as something a good citizen would do as he would be helping his polis.

In conclusion, the purpose of arbitration in Athenian law would be to find an unbiased judgement for all the cases where a proper court isn’t needed and it’s been brought up by a disagreement between two parties, i.e. what to do when an unmarried maiden is found being intimate with a man. This is proven by the lines 239 to 372 in Epitrepontes (Men at Arbitration) by Menander, where the arbitrator hears the speeches of both men and decides on who he believes is right. Therefore, it can be taken that arbitrators are important within Athens and Greece and their purpose is to keep the more important members of society free for more important law cases (e.g. murder).
