Political Assignment

Introduction 
This essay aims to engage in depth the current social and the political situation and how it influences social policy in relation to asylum seekers. The global numbers of displaced people has doubled in the last two decades because of major wars and conflicts with the largest group consisting of 5.5 million Syrians who have been forced to flee their homes (Refugee, 2012). Asylum seekers are normal people like everyone else in the society but their difference is that they have fled their home because of war, violence and persecution (European Commission, 2007).
Broad analysis will be made on the significance of policy effectiveness, whether it is necessary for the support of the victims who have been exposed to the risk of death and harm. Attempts will also be made to probe whether the policy extend objectives of equality and fairness which aims to provide resettlement (Jones, Charles, & Davies, 2009).
It is submitted that asylum social policy which has been incorporated into immigration law in 1999 appears to be antagonist towards the plight of this displaced group due to its narratives that creates an ‘us and them’ parallel society which is not cohesive (Migration Obsevatory, 2010). Consequences of inequalities that sow division can be seen in the recent murder of pro-immigration Member of Parliament Jo Cox because of her views in broad daylight (The Guardian, 2017). 
This emphasizes the implication of implementing policies that do not embrace social division and fairness in society (Refugee, 2012).
An effective social welfare policy of displaced people should act as a convener to their resettlement, and not used as an instrument for social isolation (Hills & Sefton, 2009).
This emphasizes the crucial role that policy plays in the inclusion of public policy and the calming down of public anxiety (Migration Obsevatory, 2010)
According to the Guardian, (2017) social mobility advisory commission resigned from their professional posts because of the government shortcomings in addressing social division, justice and equality in society. This stance appears to compromises the current state of affairs in social mobility implementation and the functioning of social policies that deals with the challenges are posited by economic models which causes inequality (Chaney, 2007).

Contexts which impact upon the development and implementation of social policy 
a) The Shifting Relationship between Welfare and Immigration
The position regarding the inclusive approach which was documented in welfare policies changed drastically into legislated policy of exclusion from the previous twenty years ago (J & Mendez, 2007). Asylum welfare policy was consolidated into the function of immigration law under the Home Office in 2003 (Government, Inclusive Policymaking Toolkit, 2008a).
This transition from the Department of Health and Social Security (DHSS) to the Home Office was implemented for the betterment of trying to improve the social welfare policy of Asylum seekers (Wales, 2007). It is submitted that implementation is a systematic process in which a set of ideas are conveyed and amended into social action and this has to be distinguished from policy outcomes which accompanies and justify its imposition (Jones, Charles, & Davies, 2009). 
According to this view legislative powers successfully separated the provision of asylum seekers support from part IV of the (DHSS) to Immigration and Asylum Act 2003 under Home Office (Government, Inclusive Policymaking Toolkit, 2008a).
From this, it is held that the wellbeing of asylum seekers was placed under the command and control of the Home Office (Migration Obsevatory, 2010).
The Home Office constituted policies that included support for asylum seekers through vouchers and cash based system. The system was upgraded to include withdrawal of support (Home Office, 2000)

b) Implications
The current trend consists of asylum social welfare and immigration falling under the same institution, challenges arise when trying to determine the conflicting position which attempts to provide social welfare to displaced people in the UK on one hand whilst on the other hand it is seemingly making political decisions which are the root causes the displacement (Alba & Foner, 2015). It was fruitful to have separation of powers for better policy outcomes. Asylum seekers encounter the prospect of an immigration model that has been designed to reduce the number of asylum application in the UK (Home Office, 2000).
The media plays an important part of fostering good relation between the public and the displaced people but their negative portrayal of asylum seekers creates a social construct of economic and social instability which fuels hostility.
As such the situation is exacerbated by the Home Office budget cuts which accommodate large volume of work and pressure to service providers (Dorling and Hurrel, 2012). This result in many asylum seekers well founded cases of fear and persecution having a high risk of being denied. They face the risk of homelessness, this pushes them further to the fringes of marginalisation in the society (Charles & Davies, 2010).
A more effective approach would be to settle the Asylum seekers in areas where they have wider networks and not feel isolated (Charles & Davies, 2010). There is more to what constitutes a community rather than just location
A more effective approach would be to settle the asylum seekers in areas where they have wider networks and not feel isolated (Darling 2011; Deuchar, 2011), this would tackle the issue of cohesion. Apart from isolation they are prohibited to take employment Symth & Kum, (2010) and are dependent to financial support which is 30% lower than the usual national rate (Refugee Council, 2010). It can be argued that these conditions provide the evidence which can be levelled against social exclusion, inequality of access to services to asylum seekers (Hynes & Sales 2009).
It is submitted that objectives of asylum social welfare policies need to maintain their autonomy independent from Immigration policies (Alcock, Daly, & Griggs, 2008).
Apart from the settlement issues, the government stance of reducing immigration, neatly accommodate genuine asylum cases to be refused succumbing Home Office staff to a culture of disbelief (Souter, 2011 p.48)

Selectivity in Immigration and Welfare
A better focus to the challenges in the rising number of immigration detainees, it is established that there is a vagueness to be placed on the reliance of the quality of care on the detainees by the service providers (Wales, 2007).
Due to inherent risk of self-harm posed by the past experience by asylum seekers. There could be a range of access to health because of their legal predicament due to formal or informal procedures (Kaya, 2015).
In the second quarter of 2011, 6362 asylum seekers were sanctioned under the Immigration Act powers. In that year, a total amount of 2,879 (45%) where pending removal from the UK. 11% of that figure were under the age of 18 years old (Migration Obsevatory, 2010).
Considering the fact that a majority of Immigration Removal Centres (IRC) are operated by private contractors that purchase health care provision in private (Alcock, Daly, & Griggs, 2008). There is a difficulty with this set up because when the numbers swell up, there is a high chance of poor quality in accessing health provision because of the profit element (Cargan, 2007).
Slightest option will be migrant’s welfare that is based on reliance on universal Human Rights obligation which emphasizes on equality values than equal treatment (Chaney, 2007).
The policy of equal treatment policy is more favourable because the rights of host governments will be reserved to prevent calamities in structuring of welfare provisions and the engagement with Human Rights laws will not be deterred (Hills & Sefton, 2009).

Role of International Law
Human Rights Act provide guidance to the dilemma of exclusion, where statute is designed for the protection of countries models of immigration welfare, but it does not emphasize on the universal inclusive welfare support of immigration (Blake, 2004)
In comparison, the Geneva Convention of Human Rights specify the essential rights that are associated with unconditional welfare benefits, it is particular on its target audience. However, the UN 1948 Human rights echoes these same sentiments (Migration Obsevatory, 2010).
An asylum seeker upon entry is given the temporary admission which is another for control method which is lesser to detention (Refugee, 2012).
The relationship between benefits and condition of compliance has become a characteristic of UK domestic social policy, and conditionality in the way asylum seekers are treated (Morries, 2007).
The effects of conditionality aspects to asylum seekers consist of not having a political voice, or any means of economic participation (DWP, 2009a).
And these also involves on making decisions to comply with the subsistence support or risk the prospect of going back to face persecution (Wales, 2007).

Conservatism 
This section will explore the environment that shapes the current political model theory model of conservatisms and link it with the refugee crisis. It is submitted that the UK has followed the similar trends of protectionism as other countries in policies of immigration (Migration Obsevatory, 2010). 
Provisions of assisting displaces people in the domestic policies presents another challenge (Cargan, 2007). Reducing the national deficit has seen budget cuts to initiatives that support displaced people particularly the welfare (DWP, 2009a).
Liberal policies is considered to be associated with the social expression of the new right politics, conservative provisions (Alcock, Daly, & Griggs, 2008). It is widely believed that conservatives policies link with the social construction of nationalism (who belongs) culture and race. Conservative approach to immigration is framed on the understanding that displaced groups are a breed that fails to fit into their culture (Alba & Foner, 2015).

Liberalism
During the early 1980s and 1990 period , it is acknowledged that Economic Structural Adjustments Programs (ESAP) were enforced in the third world countries as an extension liberal markets policies and these were initiated by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) (Jones, Charles, & Davies, 2009). Liberalism is mostly characterised as the minimal participation of state in the market economy. This led to limited state power in the legacy of welfare (Wales, 2007).
Poor countries would not cope with tough credit reparations as resulted some fell behind their budgets (Migration Obsevatory, 2010). Liberalism concept of immigration is through economic assessment of the skill contribution of a displaced person as determining factor towards immigration investment (Government, The Strategy for Older People in Wales, 2008b).
Failing states and conflicts has created a humanitarian crisis especially in the form of displaced people. UK has an obligation under the United Nations 1948 Geneva Convention to take in displaced people fleeing wars (Government, Inclusive Policymaking Toolkit, 2008a).
It can be argued that the costs attached to asylum processing are high and the policies that have been drafted for the displaced people are not friendly. Human life costs is too great to ignore because of political ideologies. It is struggle against humanitarian traditions of the UK (Hills & Sefton, 2009).
The ideology of liberalism share no political or religious tradition, instead it has its own narrative that is self-conscious. The policies lack that element of social cohesion (Government, Inclusive Policymaking Toolkit, 2008a).

Improving Policies
Policy makers and service commissioners and other service providers in the asylum industry should take into consideration the tradition of human rights which is longer than any constitution of any state (The Guardian, 2017).
EU cohesion policy has been criticised by the former chancellor of German Helmut Schmidt, as lacking community interest because of the state intervention which takes away element of inclusion (European Commission, 2007).
There should be economic credibility in the cohesion policy (Migration Obsevatory, 2010).
[bookmark: _GoBack]The policy has a big role to play in the economic and social integration of displaced people (Cargan, 2007). The physical and mental trauma of the migration process, isolation, loss of social status and the insecurity that is posed by the processes of immigration (Charles & Davies, 2010).
Establish a centralised data collection agency that is independent which collects and quantify the health, economic accessibility in dispersion areas (Refugee, 2012).
Establish a regional strategic migration partnership agency which carries out evaluation results of dispersal and inclusion policies (Migration Obsevatory, 2010).
Increase integration through places of worship for instances mosques and churches which provide spiritual healing for traumatic experiences (Chaney, 2007). Community’s development sector approach which incorporates empowerment, partnerships by working with different multi agencies (Refugee, 2012).
Projects that organise free clinics that targets vulnerable groups that have been denied access to health due to the refusal of asylum claims.
Integration 
Immigration and integration has attracted wide response due to the attention it draws to the electoral point of view (Jones, Charles, & Davies, 2009). Groups of asylum seekers are constituted as informal communities and it is through their leader that the needs and wants are communicated to (Chaney, 2007).
Attitudes towards social and economic cohesion is affected by the current settings of the immigration policy and media which can either be friendly or unfriendly towards the plight of asylum seekers (Kaya, 2015). Mechanism of domination includes economic deprivation and the manipulation of public attitudes (Migration Obsevatory, 2010).
An equal society is more integrated and treats each group and individuals fairly and not entangled in prejudice or animosity (European Commission, 2007). The key indicators of integration is determined by the access to health care, housing and employment in the host societies (Commission on Integration and Cohesion, 2007). The concept of acculturation which is the adoption of norms, values and behaviours prevailing in the host societies has been identified as a yard stick for integration ((OECD), 2007).
Social Policy
It is noted that development of policy is not a static process but a dynamic one that revolves towards adapting to economic changes, society has its own protection mechanisms that corrects the wrongs (European Commission, 2007). Political intention and interests have to be taken into account in the formulation of policies (Jones, Charles, & Davies, 2009).
The Lisbon treaty has been very innovative towards the tackling of social exclusion especially in the assistance of the most vulnerable communities (European Commission, 2007). The term active social inclusion is now used to describe the access to participation in the employment sector. A better policy design aims to serve the ends of domination which is political (J & Mendez, 2007)
Immigration changes the social and economic fibre of the employment make up of host societies which makes it a bit complicated to the policy makers. It is widely believed that immigration causes rifts in the way society operates if it is uncontrolled (Migration Obsevatory, 2010).
Policy makers should make adjustments to the resources allocated in order to match the demands that are placed to the infrastructure by the displaced people (Cargan, 2007). Displaced people have a higher chance of not finding employment that matches correctly with the skills that they attain from the countries of origin (Hills & Sefton, 2009).
 It is also accepted that large immigration influx has the capability of destabilising a country socio economy temporarily (Migration Obsevatory, 2010). Recognising immigration as a narrative of multicultural rather than a danger to the social fabric of society (Government, The Strategy for Older People in Wales, 2008b).
Contexts that set the pace for public anxiety towards policy (Economic)
Immigration influx flow that threatens to finish the limited resources that have been allocated by the state (Hills & Sefton, 2009).
Economic concerns that influence public perception that immigration is a competitive force that threatens to consume all the available resources (Cargan, 2007). Paradigm shifts in public values whereby the host communities is threatened by the displaced groups (Kaya, 2015). The widening gap between the state position and the public sense of community has grown largely. Low public confidence in the state handling of immigration issues particularly successful integration mechanisms (Alcock, Daly, & Griggs, 2008).
It is submitted that a significant segment of the population feels disengaged by the liberal markets model and the existing trend of political structures (Chaney, 2007). And this has been shown by the growing anti-welfare, anti-government and anti-immigration stance by the public (Alba & Foner, 2015).
Political 
It seemed accordingly that the Government of Wales Act (1998) has the object to promote equality and the protection of the public by maintenance of law and order. It would seem that the annual budget of £16 billion of the Welsh Assembly would give it measurable powers over sectors such as health, culture and economic prosperity (Wales, 2007). It is a subjective factor that the design of institutions  cannot afford to overlook the principles of equality but this depend on competing social forces that shape and protect public interest (Cargan, 2007). This prevalence of equality allows groups to challenge the nature of marginalisation and exclusion conditions (Government, The Strategy for Older People in Wales, 2008b). Which has led to the formation of associated legislators to take into account developments such as cross party Equality Committee that weighs the pros and cons of public sentiments (Charles & Davies, 2010).
The reasoning is to foster the participation of equalities in the functioning of government institutions and the development of the civil sector that promotes equal opportunities regardless of race, gender and age (Government, The Strategy for Older People in Wales, 2008b). This has also lead to the creation of the Third Sector Partnership Council (TSPC) which is made up of twenty five policy networks that assess policy proposals for social groups that includes ethnic minorities and older people in the society (Wales, 2007).

Conclusion 
The strong arm of the government towards asylum seekers is represented by strict immigration policy which aims to reduce the numbers whilst the weaker arm is represented by the Human Rights Act 1948 which cannot police the policies of member states (Wales, 2007). State has to make policy adjustments to ensure that mechanism of inclusion are in place for the new arrivals rather than exacerbating the situation by creating further barriers through alienating immigration laws (Chaney, 2007). 
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