OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group:
26/9/22 9:25am Reception

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

This critical incident took place within a reception classroom. When first enetering the classroom the TA had told us that the children would be looking at the story of ‘the three little pigs’ and that one of the children would not be participating when watching the video of the story. 





	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

Child A was not involved with the ‘three little pigs’ story, as in the weeks prior to this when the children were learning about ‘little red riding hood’ Child A found the story very frightening and as a result had continious nightmares at home about the children’s story. Because of this story effecting Child A’s emotional and phsycial well-being, the reception teacher and TA’s decided that it would be best that Child A does not watch the video that went along with the story or to be involved with the reading of the book by the teacher as they did not want to further negatively impact his well-being. 
However, with the teacher and TA’s not wanting to exclude Child A wholey from the learning activity, they further assessed the situation and worked in collaboartion to find a way to have Child A comfortably involved within the activity. With this, instead of having to watch the video or participate in the reading of the story, Child A was given special ‘jobs’ that the TA needed help with in order to get the ‘three little pigs’ learning activities ready, such as cutting out resources and neatly assorting the resources out onto each seperate table; whilst simultainouesly talking about what his ideas on the story were and what he already knew about it. By taking this approach, the teacher and TA’s are able to find out what Child A already knows about the story and find a way to tell Child A the story within a controlled environment so that they do not get scared. By doing this, Child A is able to still be included within the activities revolved around the story, understand how the story is layed out, and is made comfortable in their everyday learning environment.









	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?


By the teacher taking this approach, they are able to create a comfortable environment for Child A without creating a negative impact on their learning. 
In addition to this, the teacher and TA’s show the standards found within the Pedagogy QTS descriptors such as:

Refining Teaching:
Managing the learning environment – as they show understanding of the importance of an effective establishment and the on-going management of the learning environment, and likewise promote the positive learning havits and behaviours that meet the four purposes. 

Differientiation – as the teacher demonstrates effective practice in meeting the needs of all learners within the class, whichever their needs meet. 

Involving partners in learning – as the reception class teacher has taken the parents/carers queries into account, and have positively involved them within their child’s learning development, and have evaluted the process in which they will have taken. 

Influencing Learners: 

Listening to learners: as the teacher has demonstrated a willingness to seek, listen to and take account of the views of the leaner as the reception teacher assessed the sitation and found an alternative method to Child A’s learning of ‘the three little pigs’. 










	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

The critical incident happened first thing in the morning, where the children had just come in from assembly. This may have had an effect of the childs disposition as some children do not like being seperated from their parents, they may have come in without having breakfast, or been woken up late, thus effecting their mood for the morning. 












	Date and time, year group: 27/9/22, 9:15am, Year 3
 

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

This critical incident took place within a english medium primary school that involved two year 3 classrooms. 

	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)


Both Year 3 classes came together to learn about the Celts and Romans as one of the teachers had meetings that morning, thus leaving the other Year 3 teacher to teach both classes.  With this, the children all sat down on the carpet as the teacher explained what they would be doing that morning. She explained how math’s would be involved in their on-going learning of the ‘celts and romans’ and how in groups, they would be working collaboratively in creating a 5 meter ‘round house’ in the outside yard area using tape measures and meter rulers. The teacher explained what she had expected for them to achieve for that lesson and what the learning outcome would entail. The teacher then had the children focus on the ‘four purposes’ that were up on the learning wall and asked the children which of the four purposes they thought they would be using in this learning activity. With this, the children concluded that some of the four purposes integrated into the lesson would be ‘ambitious, capable learners’ and ‘enterprising, creative contributors.’.  


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

By the teacher outlining the four purposes imbedded into the new curriculum (2022), they are not only creating a space for children to access their right to having a voice in their education, but are similarly having the children think about how their education is helping them to become ambitious, capable learners; enterprising, creative contributors; ethical, informed citizens, and healthy, confident individuals. 

In addition to this, the teacher shows the standards found within the Pedagogy QTS descriptors such as:

Refining Teaching:
· Managing the learning environment: the teacher understands the importance and demonstrates the effective establishment and on-going management of the learning environment, in promoting postive learning habits and behaviours that meet the four purposes and are understood by leanners in that context. 
· Assessment: the range of pruposes and practices for assessment is understood and articulated.

Advancing learning:
· Blended learning experiences: the teacher understands the selection, use and justification of a range of imaginative teaching approaches for the benefit of each learner 
· Progression in learning: the teacher demonstartes an understanding of how learning develops incrementally and tangentially, building on prior experience and learning, and plans for progress in learning based on this. 

Influencing learners:
· Challenge and expectations – the teacher provides appropriate levels of challenge and expectations for the range of student abilities and characteristics, moticating learners to achieve. 
· Learners leading learning: in planning and delivery, the teacher demonstrates an awareness of the importance of encouraging leaners to reflect upon their own learning 


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

The critical incident took place within the first morning lessons for both year 3 classes, there was some distraction due to both classes having to mix as one, resulting in some instructions being misheard due to the volume of children incomparison to the one teacher. However, with this, the children still completed their tasks within their groups and were able to create 5 meter round houses, with gained mathematical knowledge. 










Record 2
	Date and time, year group: 26/9/22 10:30 am Reception


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

This critical incident was recorded once the reception class had finished their story on the carpet and went away to do their ‘jobs’ in the classroom. 

	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

In this critical incident the children were told to go to different learnign sections to complete their ‘jobs’ for the day, the children spread out around the classroom and some small groups went outside. When the children went out to play, it was noticed that there was no teacher or LSO’s outside with the children, and that they were free to use the wooden slates and crates to build their own houses which fell inline with the story of ‘the three little pigs’. These children were given the freedom to take part in ‘risky play’ and understood and followed the rules that were given to them at the start of the school year when playing outside. These rules made up of the children only being allowed to play under the sheltor and not to venture any further than the sheltor reached, that only a certain number of children were allowed outside to build the houses at one time, and that they must wear their high visibility vest when playing outside.  



	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

By giving children the space and freedom to play outside without any adult supervision, the school is allowing the children to be viewed as competent individuals which could fall inline with one of the four purposes such as ‘ambitious, capable learners’. Likewise, by allowing children this freedom, the children are able to partake in ‘risky play’ which could allow them to become more confident in their play and build further relationships with peers by being able to think independently and problem solve. 

In addition to this, the teacher and LSO’s example the standards found within the Pedagogy QTS descriptors such as:

Influencing learners:
· Sustained effort and resilience in learners: the teacher promotes and secures learners’ self-motivation and self-direction in their learning.
· Learning outcomes and well-being: the teacher raises awareness of how high-quality learning and experiences and performance outcomes lead to imrpoved learning and a heightened sense of well-being. 

Innovation:
· Developing new techniques – research on cognitive, social, emotional, and physical development has a postive impact on pedagogy. The teacher can demonstrate how professional discernment and critical analysis are brought to bear in shaping developing practice. 


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

For this critical incident, the children had recently come back from their 9am assembly, where theyproceeded to go straight back to the classroom and sat down on the carpet and watched the story of the ‘three little pigs’. Once this story had finished, the children were then given their ‘jobs’ and continued on to play around the classroom, in which at this time the critical incident occured. 








 
