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The importance of respecting the voice of children with particular reference to the United Nations Conventions on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)

What is the UNCRC?
The UNCRC is a declaration that children have basic human rights that should be respected and promoted. There are 54 articles in total which all cover different aspects of a child’s life. These are the civil, political, economic and cultural rights that every child everywhere is entitled to. It also states how government must work closely with adults to make sure all the rights are fulfilled. (Unicef, no date).
Article 12
Article 12 of the UNCRC states that “you have the right to give your opinion and for adults to listen and take it seriously”. This is a vital if not the most important article when looking at supporting and respecting the voice of a child. According to Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland (2017) young children have a right to speak freely about their opinion even if it is not accurate. Similarly, to this, the welsh government (2014) believe that the children’s commissioners are working hard to make sure that children have their voice heard and are respected. They are also making sure that when it comes to decision making at settings then the child in question has a choice. 
The foundation phase supports article 12 by promoting a childs voice. It does this by using a framework of activities which are planned within settings which let the children involved communicate their ideas, beliefs and values about themselves and their environment. The children at the settings should be involved in plans which will result in the children getting a sense of inclusion. This will result in children leaving nursery being independent thinkers and learners. (Welsh government, 2015)
The children’s act 1989 (The Childrens act 1989) supports these points by stating that children have the right to a voice and to help with making decisions. We should do this by taking children’s feelings into account when making practical decisions about them. 
Article 3
Article 3 of the UNCRC states that “All adults should do what is best for you” this is highly relevant as it is similar to article 12. 
At a children’s school setting, practitioners should work together to help and support a child’s needs. This involves information sharing which should provide a positive outcome for any children. This could include key persons, teachers and teaching assistant or learning support assistants. Observing, planning and note taking on a child’s Physical, intellectual, emotional and social skills helps to keep information about a child’s skills and learning needs.
Effective communication is vital as it allows links to be made to build support for children. This will allow information to be shared to relevant people who are trying to support the child. 

Article 31
Article 31 of the UNCRC states that “you have the right to play and rest”. 
The foundation phase pedagogy states that active learning through play allows children to be stimulated and ready to learn. According to the Welsh assembley Government (2008) organised play helps to support children’s development by actively involving children in different environments. This will help them to develop transferable skills.
Article 23
Article 23 of the UNCRC states that “You have the right to special education and care if you have a disability”. This is related to the previous articles because it should not matter if you have a disability because every child should be treated equally and given the same opportunity. 
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