Independent Project – Proposal form 2024/5

	Student Name: Abbie (Charlie) Bowsher

	Proposal Title: Your title should be a ‘heading’ that gives a flavour of what you will be exploring – eg: “Apron Strings and the Kitchen Sink drama” 

Making The Man: Characterisation on paper and in practice.

	Proposal Subtitle: Your subtitle should give a little more detail of what you will be looking at – eg “An exploration of the rise of feminism and the way women are portrayed in the plays of the 1950s and 60s in the UK”

An exploration of what makes a character engaging and interesting, both in the context of a written script and an acted performance.

	Proposal aims and objectives: This section should outline your main focus of your project including some of your research aims and areas of interest that you would like to include.
(Max 200 words)

Through this project, I aim to develop my own skills in the field of character-writing. I have always had an interest in the topic and have made a hobby of creating original characters since I was young, but I have never made an effort to educate myself on the intricacies of effective characterisation. I intend to use this project as an opportunity to do just that. By the end of the project, I aim to have gained skills that will aid me in my future professional endeavours: having an understanding of what makes a good character will help me both as a writer and an actor.

I also hope to include some of my own creative ideas where possible: I have ideas for stories and characters that I’ve wanted to put down on paper for several years now, but never found the motivation to do so. Hopefully this project will give me a chance to knuckle down and finally do something with them.

	Proposed Collaborations: This section should highlight some of your collaboration ideas including ‘why’ you think they would be useful in your project and what you hope to achieve.
(Max 200 words)

Many of my fellow students have project ideas that could easily relate to the topic of characterisation. My first idea involves Tommy Hewitt, who (I believe) is doing a project based around bringing the slasher horror genre to stage, and this genre places a great deal of importance on its main characters. Collaborating with Tommy by (for example) helping him develop characters for a hypothetical horror play would be mutually-beneficial, as it would give us both a chance to put our ideas into practice.

Other students I could collaborate with include Ellie Hooker, Alex Haycock and Tim Benning, who all presented project ideas based around the representation of certain disabilities and health conditions in the industry. I could potentially involve them by consulting them on how to respectfully write characters with these disabilities/conditions.

In addition, while it’s a far-away idea at this stage, I could potentially write a script for a character-driven scene and ask my fellow acting students to do a table read, in order to see if the characters translate well off the page. This would obviously be a late-stage part of the project, but it’s an idea I don’t want to leave unsaid.



