

UWTSD – English for Academic Purpose (EAP)/Reading Skills/Inference

A definition
[bookmark: _GoBack]Inference refers to the fact that the meaning of any word can be guessed          (inferred) by looking at the rest of the words in a sentence (or sentences).  It is all about understanding the exact context in which language is used. Native speakers of English use this technique all the time when reading quality newspapers and journals as new language is entering the lexicon on a daily basis.  

An example to demonstrate inference 

(1) She raised the DRAK to her lips.

(2) It fell to the floor and broke into many pieces.

(3) Only the handle remained.


Notes

(i)  Based on the first sentence the meaning of DRAK could be any of the following:-

- cigarette       	- knife			- fork			-lipstick     
-cup	   		- glass	    		-mobile

(ii) The second sentence gives us more information about DRAK and so the field has been narrowed down to only a few choices:-

	- glass?		- cup?		- mobile?

(iii) The final structure gives the answer… 

Cup! 

[It could also be glass but I am excluding beer glasses here and thinking more along the lines of a wine glass or a straight glass, i.e. a glass without a handle]





