


Poverty means different things to different people (Social Metrics Commission, 2018). Definitions do vary depending on who is asked and talked to and what perspective it is looked from.
Poverty means having to wake up every day facing insecurity, uncertainty, and impossible decisions relating about money. It means facing marginalisation and even discrimination because of an individual’s financial circumstances and state (Joseph Rowntree Foundation, 2021).
The COVID-19 pandemic is estimated to push an additional 88 million to 115 million people into extreme poverty this year with the total potentially rising all the way to 150 million by 2021 (COVID-19 to Add as Many as 150 Million Extreme Poor by 2021, 2020)


There are two extreme focuses that need to be decided on when defining poverty, these are what is going to be looked at in perspective to people’s lives, and how the threshold will be defined between who is in poverty and who is not. Being in poverty means completely different things to a lot of different people. That is exactly why there are so many possible ways of measuring poverty here in the United Kingdom (O’Leary, 2019)








The world bank organisation (2008) provides a description of what poverty is like for many “Poverty is hunger. Poverty is lack of shelter. Poverty is being sick and not being able to see a doctor. Poverty is not having access to school and not knowing how to read. Poverty is not having a job, is fear for the future, living one day at a time.” Putting it briefly it is when someone cannot accord the basic needs of life such as; shelter, clothing, food, resources and more, many people across the whole world are affected this way and are not receiving the help that they need and deserve
The United Kingdoms, House of Commons Library (2021) stated that in the years between 2019-2020 there were 11.7 million people were in relative low income before housing costs were deducted, which is around 18% of the general population correspondingly to the same levels as the year prior. There were also 14.5 million people in relative low income after housing costs were deducted from their wages which is as much as 22% of our general population, also correspondingly to its prior year statistics.
The Trust for London (2021) charity states that The United Kingdom views houses that earn the income of 60% below the median household income after housing costs are already deducted for that year puts them in the poverty line 
Poverty has many negative effects on people and children’s lives, it effects the point of view that people and potential future employers might have on them. Unfortunately meaning that due to some of the population being affected by poverty they will not be able to escape it as most look down upon other that have been affected as such.

People living in poverty are more likely to unfortunately live-in disadvantaged neighbourhoods, and in overcrowded or unsuitable housing in the mid-1800s it was indicated that Swansea showed that a lot of its population had been living in tiny, boxed rooms with around 16 other people living together with rooms covered in human feces and highly unsanitary conditions. In the 1800s this was how poverty was shown with Swansea being split having Upper class living in one part and working class in the other.
Children from low-income families often are forces to miss out on events that they would like to attend, they miss out on school trips, are unable to invite their friends’ round to their house as they are embarrassed and cannot afford to be able to go and do things that most children can do with no issues. Living on a low-income increase’s parents’ stress levels affecting them mentally in turn affecting their relationships and family dynamics on a major level (The effects of poverty, 2021). Mental health is majorly affected when someone cannot afford to live a good quality of life as they are able to see that others are succeeding, and they will force themselves to believe that they have no other option but to continue and stay in poverty.
Many are biased towards viewing the behavioral and cultural factors that cause poverty as something that can't do changed or effected (Ozimek, 2018). There is a lot of societal bias towards anyone that isn’t earning the minimum income, Cheek and Shafir (2020) found that there is consistent evidence for a thick skin bias in social judgment towards people effected by poverty, according to which many people believe, that the poor have been toughened by the hardship of living in poverty, making them less susceptible to any future harms that come their way. Which clearly indicates that people in general poverty have grown to being used to living in those conditions and most won’t try to do anything about it.
A big comparison to the United Kingdom’s way of dealing poverty is South Africa which is “both a third and first world country, because of insufficient amenities and extreme poverty” (Kovachek, n.d.) A charity that was created in 1998 by Tom Hewitt MBE named Durban Street Team and renamed to Surfers not street children in 2012 aimed to do something about homelessness and poverty. Durban has a very long history of homelessness and street crime, so a surfing project as such that is able to engage young street-children and give them some life-changing guidance has and is making a huge impact. Their main goal was to identify any homeless street children and assist them in any possible way they could. They focused on the fact that they could force these children out of crime, out of poverty and leave the street life and do things they actually were passionate about, and the charity provide jobs and activities for these children so they could turn away from crime. The children that got involved continued to engage in global advocacy and fight for right of local street children helping their community. The Charity and children that worked with Surfers not street children had a great impact on changing how society considered and handled street children in South Africa (Surfers Not Street Children, 2021).
The United Kingdom deals with poverty in many different ways, there are benefits available from the government to help people. However, the UK is still unable to help deal with homelessness that correlates to poverty. GOV.UK (2021) states that 66,040 households re assessed as being homeless or threatened with being homeless, which was up by 1.0% from April to June of 2020. we

The media tend to speak about the fact that there is a lot of poverty and that the United Kingdom is not doing much about it however, statistics have changed majorly for the past years and many areas not in extreme poverty as it is labelled by the media.

















The Welsh Government’s official measure of relative deprivation for small areas in Wales is the Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD), it looks at 1,909 geographical areas labelling each as either the least or the most deprived, the domains used in Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation relate to both material and social aspects of deprivation (Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation, 2019). The full index is updated every 4 to 5 years and It helps us develop a sharper understanding of the issues which affect people’s lives at the community level. Having a government organised organisation helps the public services see what the statistics look like, they’re organised in the correct manner with accurate statistics. The Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation can be used to identify the most deprived small areas, compare relative depravation, compare the proportion of small areas within a larger area that are very deprived (GOV.WALES, 2019)
In specific spots around a city like Swansea there are many hot topics for crime to occur, unfortunately these crimes correlate with the hot spots of poverty around Swansea. These areas have less financial support and are observed to be more affected by alcohol and drugs usage and addiction, some of this can be found on the high street of Swansea and/or on Wind street, Swansea’s notorious Nightlife street where a lot of crime occurs. Project ADDER (Addiction, Diversion, Disruption, Enforcement and Recover) is part of a drive by the UK Government to cut down on drug-related crime and violence the UK Government announced the £1 million will be invested into Swansea Bay area to help reduce drug crime that occurs in that area. The project will bring together in cooperation partners in the local area which include the Police force, health services, social services and councils with the project running for 3 financial years (£1 million to cut drug crime in Swansea Bay, 2021).
Swansea has many organisations that help people that are vulnerable and in poverty there is the Safer Swansea Partnership (SSP) where a lot of organisations in and around Swansea work together under one name and Community Safety Partnership (CSP) 
Another organisation called Swansea Poverty Truth Commission (SPTC) focuses solemnly on creating safe spaces for people who have lived the experience of poverty so they are able to tell their stories to others, build relationships with others that have shared similar experiences as them, and help become influential decisions makers in the local area so better decisions can be made that will actually provide change (Swansea Poverty Truth Commission, 2020).
A Community like such is needed as if there is community spirit then more people will try to work together and in the moment of more people being aware of all of these issues then they will work together in their respective communities then they will be more willing to spin their life around.
Children that are born or raised in poverty turn to crime as there are no other opportunities waiting for them. Out of all the UK countries, Wales has the highest child poverty rate before and after housing costs were deducted (Anon, 2016). There are many negative connotations on how children are affected by poverty such as; poor educational outcomes, no qualifications to be able to use in their future life, poor literacy, unable to find a job that would take them out and away from poverty, poor health, drink and drug abuse that they have witnessed in their daily lives and believe ids the only way of life, being forces to go into public care that is traumatising for many children.
 If children are not preoccupied with studying, being at school, or having out of the house hobbies then the cycle indicates that they might turn to crime. If children, are exposed to seeing crime happening in their family due to living in poverty then they will be conditioned into thinking that it is the correct thing to do and the whole cycle of crime and poverty having a correlation will continue. Reoffending rates remain stubbornly high (Anon, 2016). If nothing is done, then children in these situations will continue the cycle of reoffending and it will result in the statistics going up and no one being helped.
Community is needed as when there is community spirit then more people will try to work together and the moment more people will work together in their community then they will want to spin their life around.


Being able to Have a roof to sleep under and live in is life changing. In Swansea it appears that there are a number of rough sleepers located around the city centre, sleeping rough can mean any person who is living and/or sleeping on the streets, parks, in doorways of buildings, at bus shelters or on benches these are not designed to be lived in or for use as any form of shelter in the night (Helping rough sleepers in Swansea, 2021).
However a positive insight is that there are now more beds for the homeless than homeless people in the vicinity of Swansea which is high positive as it shows the work that the organisations do has been successful such as Swansea Council (2021) aiming to prevent homelessness whenever they can, aiming to keep people in their home or by finding new places for them to locate to, they have many advisors who can help in the long term with securing people and providing any help that they can.
Many communities are worrying to look at as they have not improved in any time that they have been observed in. However, it is not all bleak and miserable as communities do help and take action to help in any way, they can by turning lives and communities around. For example, Townhill Landore in Swansea is identified as number four out of one hundred in the UK crime score for district and nineteen out of one hundred for UK crime score for sector (Arman, 2019). Townhill in Swansea has always been an issue even since 1987 as even back then it was extremely deprived and had high crime rates. The Public services of Swansea realised that the large community needed to be helped 
BBC Wales reporter Chris Wood (2021) stated that South Wales Cottage Exhibition spoke out and expressed that “A hundred years ago, in an age when many of the poorest families lived in cramped, unsuitable slums, Swansea took an innovative approach to the design of affordable rented housing.” Another thing that the community completed for Townhill was the organisation from a couple of Police officers back in the 1980’s who created a boys club building out of their own budget to allow boys in the area to have something to do and be distracted to not turn to crime, but the club was shut down a couple years later and once again the young population of Townhill had no place to go to, to turn to positive and fulfilling activities. 





To Conclude, Poverty is an issue going on in many people’s daily lives all the time and regrettably poverty will not go away any time soon. In 2016 the United Nations adopted the World Banks target of trying to end extreme poverty by 2030. They stated that the number of people in poverty would have to decrease by around 50 million each year. That is the equivalent to about a million people each week for the next 15 years (Yueh, 2015).  
However, this could be successful, if people try more to help others around them things might change. The Police force has started helping more vulnerable people in communities and helping any that are affected by poverty, Problem orientated policing in England and Wales started in 2019 focusing on working together to problem solve, the OSARA (Objective, Scanning, Analysis, Response and Assessment) model was introduced to help with problem solving, the police adopted the model for use in identifying issues within communities and developing solutions to any recurring problems (Sidebottom et al., 2020). Now and in the ongoing future a stronger and more consistent focus is needed on any early intervention that can occur and prevent anyone if possible, ending up in poverty. Acting very early on in the stages of poverty will help to distract children and help families steer away from anti-social behaviour and crime that could have occurred without the intervention.





Bibliography-
· Anon (2016) The well-being of children in the UK. 4th ed. Bristol, England, Policy Press.
· Arman, R., (2019.) NiceAreas - Bad Areas In Swansea, Wales. [online] NiceAreas.co.uk. Available at: https://niceareas.co.uk/where-are-bad-areas/in/swansea/ [Accessed 3 November 2021].
· Cheek, N. and Shafir, E. (2020) “The thick skin bias in judgments about people in poverty,” Behavioural Public Policy. Cambridge University Press, pp. 1–26. doi: 10.1017/bpp.2020.33.
· CPAG. (2021.) The effects of poverty. [online] Available at: https://cpag.org.uk/child-poverty/effects-poverty[Accessed 1 November 2021].
· GOV.UK Department for Levelling Up, Housing & Communities (2021) Official Statistics Release Statutory Homelessness Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1028979/Statutory_Homelessness_Stats_Release_Apr-Jun_2021.pdf [Accessed 2 November 2021]
· GOV.UK. (2021). £1 million to cut drug crime in Swansea Bay. [online] Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/1-million-to-cut-drug-crime-in-swansea-bay [Accessed 2 November 2021].
· GOV.WALES. (2019.) Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation: index guidance. [online] Available at: https://gov.wales/welsh-index-multiple-deprivation-index-guidance#section-33789 [Accessed 2 November 2021].
· Joseph Rowntree Foundation, 2021. What is poverty?. [online] JRF. Available at: https://www.jrf.org.uk/our-work/what-is-poverty [Accessed 5 November 2021].
· Kovachek, M., (n.d.) Is South Africa a Third World Country? – Destination Scanner. [online] Destinationscanner.com. Available at: https://destinationscanner.com/is-south-africa-a-third-world-country/ [Accessed 1 November 2021]
· O’Leary, J. (2019) ‘Poverty in the UK: a guide to the facts and figures’ Full Fact. Available at: https://fullfact.org/economy/poverty-uk-guide-facts-and-figures/ [Accessed 31st October 2021]
· Ozimek, A., (2018.) The Biased Ways We Look At Poverty. [online] Forbes. Available at: https://www.forbes.com/sites/modeledbehavior/2018/02/17/the-biased-ways-we-look-at-poverty/?sh=28beffdb5f2f [Accessed 2 November 2021].
· Sidebottom, A., Bullock, K., Armitage, R., Ashby, M., Clemmow, C., Kirby, S., Laycock, G. and Tilley, N., (2020.) Problem-Oriented Policing in England and Wales 2019. 1st ed. [ebook] Yorkshire: College of Policing, p.35. Available at: https://whatworks.college.police.uk/Research/Documents/Problem-oriented_policing.pdf [Accessed 3 November 2021].

· Social Metrics Commission (2018) A new measure of poverty for the UK, Social Metrics Commission Available at: http://socialmetricscommission.org.uk/MEASURING-POVERTY-FULL_REPORT.pdf#page=7 [Accessed 2 November 2021]
· Surfers Not Street Children, (2021). Video Surfers Not Street Children. [online] Surfers Not Street Children. Available at: https://www.surfnotstreets.org/media
[Accessed 1st November 2021]
· Swansea Council. (2021.) Helping rough sleepers in Swansea - Swansea. [online] Available at: https://www.swansea.gov.uk/article/3268/Helping-rough-sleepers-in-Swansea [Accessed 2 November 2021].
· Swansea Council. (2021.) Housing Options - Swansea. [online] Available at: https://www.swansea.gov.uk/housingoptions [Accessed 2 November 2021].
· Swansea CVS. (2020.) Swansea Poverty Truth Commission. [online] Available at: https://www.scvs.org.uk/swansea-ptc [Accessed 2 November 2021].

· The World Bank Organisation (2008) What is Poverty? Available at:https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/esic/overview/content/what_is_poverty.html [Accessed 31st October 31 2021]

· The World Bank. (2020.) COVID-19 to Add as Many as 150 Million Extreme Poor by 2021. [online] Available at: https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/10/07/covid-19-to-add-as-many-as-150-million-extreme-poor-by-2021 [Accessed 2 November 2021].

· Trust for London (2021) Poverty definitions and thresholds. Available at: https://www.trustforlondon.org.uk/data/poverty-thresholds/ [Accessed 31st October 2021]
· UK Parliament (2021) Poverty in the UK: Statistics. Available at: https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/sn07096/ [Accessed 31st October 2021]
· Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (2019), Statistics for Wales, available at https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/statistics-and-research/2020-06/welsh-index-multiple-deprivation-2019-guidance.pdf [Accessed 2 November 21]
· Wood, C., (2021.) Mayhill: What is the history of the area?. [online] BBC News. Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-57199922 [Accessed 3 November 2021].
· Yueh, L., (2015.) Is it possible to end global poverty?. [online] BBC News. Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-32082968 [Accessed 3 November 2021].


image2.png




image3.png




