Empirical Research Methods M6X00966
Draft Session Plan 2019: Module Leader: Beverly Cole

	
LESSON

	
CONTENT AND CONTEXT
	
LEARNING
	
LECTURER

	Week 1:  
28 January

	Module overview … setting the scene 
What does research involve at Level 6 and what purpose does it serve? 
Why is research important at this stage of your learning? 
Brief Historical overview – research and counselling 
Research terminology
Academic convention/integrity
Introduction to assignments
What is thematic analysis?
Research question … initial ideas
Developing a research question 
Practical exercises

	By the end of this lesson, you will need to have firmed up your research question and have the information you need to write your research proposal

Feeding forward – read up on the ethics of focus group research ready for lesson on 11th February

	Beverly Cole

	Week 2
4 February  


	Social Justice and Inclusion undergraduate day.  An opportunity for students from Carmarthen and Swansea to engage with lecturers and students of other programmes. Further information to follow nearer to the date
	Please check the detailed timetable and workplan for the day
	Various

	Week 3:
11 February


	The ethics of focus group research
Research informed practice
Practical exercises
Independent research time – start a brief literature review on your topic and start to write your research proposal
	By the end of this lesson, you will need to be aware of the ethics of focus group research
and have your research documentation ready

Feeding forward – read up and be ready to discuss how you should open and moderate a focus group.  Prepare a checklist for your opening statement.

	Sharon Langford

	18 February 

	Research process
Types of research questions 
Finding research material 
Focus groups as a data collection method
Doing thematic analysis
The nuts and bolts of doing research  
Practical exercises
Focus Group Practice
Opportunity for individual tutorials
	By the end of this lesson, you will need to have an understanding of how to moderate a focus group and understanding the research method of thematic analysis
	Beverly Cole

	Week 4:  
25 February


	Reading week
	By the end of reading week. you need to have consolidated your work on your research proposal ready for hand in on 12th March, understand, the purpose of focus groups as a data collection method and have a basic understanding of thematic analysis
	  

	Week 5:
4 March 
 


	Critical thinking and research
Finding patterns in data
Evaluating research
Practical exercises
Focus Group practice
	By the end of this lesson, you should have an understanding of how to use thematic analysis to find themes in the data
	Beverly Cole

	Week 6: 
11 March

	Using research after your degree, links between research and employability
Motivation for the last stage of your degree programme - Discussion and motivational exercises
Graduation – What’s next?  Employability and following steps
Question and answers on your research project and independent work on your assignment in readiness for hand in next week
	By the end of this lesson, you should have some ideas on how to keep motivated for the final weeks of your degree and considered life and employability after university.

Feeding forward – Read the paper on Thematic Analysis posted on Moodle, ready for next lesson 




	Sharon Langford

	
	12th MARCH:  ASSIGNMENT 1: HAND IN: Project Proposal 20%


	Week 7:
18 March


	Conducting a thematic analysis
Research Design
Focus Group facilitation
Analysis of qualitative material
So what?
Practical exercises Disseminating research findings
The research process 
Publication in peer reviewed journals
The presentation process
Practical exercises
Focus Group practice
	By the end of this lesson, you should have an understanding of how to use thematic analysis to find themes in the data
	Beverly
Cole

	[bookmark: _Hlk535954485]Week 8:
25th March


	Methodologies and/or methods? Introduction and overview 
Sampling 
Ontology and Epistemology 
Choosing methods
Quantitative and Qualitative research
Qualitative methods
Conducting a Thematic Analysis
Practical exercises
Focus Group practice
	By the end of this lesson, you should have an overview of research methodologies and methods and be confident in focus group moderation
	Beverly
Cole

	Week 9: 
1st April – full day
(To be confirmed) 

	ASSIGNMENT 2 & 3 (Practical Assessments):
Focus Groups 40% and 20%


	 
EASTER BREAK:  MONDAY, 8th APRIL 2019 ~ FRIDAY, 26th APRIL 2019



	Week 10:  
29 April  

	Review of work undertaken
Analysis de-brief and exercises
Presentation format and schedule
Presentation skills practice
	By the end of this lesson, you should be confident in your findings and your presentation context and content
	Beverly
Cole

	
6TH MAY 2019 : BANK HOLIDAY
[bookmark: _GoBack]


	Week 10
Full Day TBA

13 May 
	Assignment 4 (Presentation) 30%



 

	



Please Note: This table is provisional and may be subject to modification as the semester progresses due to the timetable for ethical approval, the availability of guest speakers and the number of students/time taken for practical assessments.  We will discuss this within our first lesson 
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