This chapter will look at the findings of the research carried out and will look at any recommendations that could arise from the data. 
Findings 
Firstly, it was interesting that there were more males than females available to fill in the questionnaire, 12 females to the 19 males. This could have an influential factor in the number of officers who choose to carry Taser. The preference of whether female officers are less comfortable carrying Taser is unknown as there is no data or research found to have been carried out.
There is data on the ratio of male to female officers employed by the police and females are found to be significantly less. 
A report from South Wales Police shows the following statistics.
“As of March 2021, South Wales Police employed 3,211 Police Officers. 2,135 were male and 1,076 were female. This equates to 33.5% of our officers being female and represents a 1% increase from 2020 and a 1.6% increase from 2019. more than women.” (South Wales Police, 2021)
Exactly half of the participants are front line officers, however 25 of the 30 participants believed that carrying a Taser should be the personal choice of the officer. 
A BBC article written by Keiligh Baker in 2019 states that a petition demanding all police officers in the UK are issued with Tasers had received more than 95,000 signatures.
The article also stated that John Apter, national chair of the Police Federation, believes the Home Office should pay for all frontline officers to undergo the training.
He told the BBC: "Officers are telling me daily they are feeling vulnerable and often isolated due to the lack of this vital protective equipment.
"Ultimately, having a Taser gives them the capability to defend not only themselves but also the public they want to protect. (Keiligh Baker, 2019)

This could mean that officers lose the personal choice to carry Taser and may be forced to carry out the training and carry Taser without being comfortable using it as a tactical tool. 

99% of the participants believed that Taser was used in a lawful and professional manner by officers during incidents. 
In the public survey however, the similar questions asked gave a different perception. For example, only 18 of the 30 participants stated that they believed that the police used Taser in a professional and lawful manner, however 28 of those stated that they felt safer if an officer attending a violent incident was carrying Taser. Only 20 of the 30 believed that the police effectively reduced crime and protected the public. 
It would therefore seem that the public perception lacks confidence in the police as a whole, however, rely on them to take the more serious tactical options when dealing with violent incidents. 

In November 2016 the Police Federation commissioned Ipsos MORI to do a survey of public opinion on Taser. The results showed that 71% of respondents considered it acceptable for police officers to carry Taser when on patrol. There were also other findings such as: 
“Four out of five surveyed said it would make no difference to their decision, or they would be more likely, to approach an officer for assistance if they were carrying a Taser. 
89% said forces should be allowed to train and equip officers if the use of Taser is automatically recorded by Body Worn Video.
97% of respondents said they were aware of what a Taser is.
79% said that forces should be allowed to train and equip officers if Tasers were to be issued to police officers working alone; and
Only 17% disagree that all police officers should be given the option of being equipped with Taser.” (Police Federation, n.d.)   
Recommendations 
The first recommendation that can be made is that both the majority of current serving members of the police service and the public they serve believe that having a further behavioural and/or personality test to be carried out before Taser training would eliminate officers that both feel like they would use Taser as their go to option when less invasive method could be effective. It could also distinguish officers that react to threat I different ways and react to different offenders in certain ways that may cause concern. The contents of the test would have to distinguish the individual’s personal opinions and their ability to separatee that and remain neutral in all circumstances. The test would need a lot of further research and prototypes to test its effectiveness and whether it makes a difference to the safety of the officers carrying Taser and the safety of the public and offenders. 
Another recommendation would be to commission further research into the police and their use of Taser as there is very limited data available. This would better measure the effectiveness of the Taser and its uses, the volume that Taser is used and the impact it has on the officers using the Taser, the short- and long-term effect if any that it has on the individual being Tasered and the public perception of the police and the use of Taser. 
In order to reassure the public more information and education on the police use of Taser may also be beneficial as they will have a better understanding of the circumstances that the Taser is used in and how the Taser is always the last tactical option that an officer would undertake.

Conclusion 
There are many factors to consider when exploring the police use of Taser, and to understand the limitations and justifications for its use. Some of the considerations are the physical aspect, the health effects, the public confidence and consent, the fear of force and many different accountabilities that have been visited I previous chapters. 
From the research carried out and the surveys and questionnaires carried out, it was found that public perception of the police, taser and their ability to deal with violent crime was not negative as initially believed. 
Although only a small sample of data was collected, it seems as though the public are supportive of front-line officers carrying Taser and are more fearful of the lack of accountability taken by police than use of force. 
Research found that Taser is effective and enables officers to carry out their roles safely without the need for firearms. Nevertheless, the research is limited and the questionnaire and survey were also limited and may not have been diverse enough. 
The research showed that Further research is undoubtably required, however, all front-line officers in England and Wales should be able to carry Taser and have a choice whether they wish to.
Word Count 1100
References 
 Keiligh Baker (2019). Should all frontline police officers use Tasers? BBC News. [online] 23 Aug. Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-49405999.
Police Federation (n.d.). Taser. [online] www.polfed.org. Available at: https://www.polfed.org/our-work/operational-policing/taser/#:~:text=It%20showed%20that%2071%25%20of.
South Wales Police (2021). Gender Pay Gap Report. [online] South Wales Police. South Wales Police. Available at: https://commissioner.south-wales.police.uk/media/2334/c22-0053_swp_gender_pay_gap_2021.pdf [Accessed 23 Jan. 2023].


	




