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Thinking about the materiality of death

TASK – random material objects
Interpret the objects in front of you – either all or a choice you are picking. Discuss in groups of 5 how they could draw a light on the deceased one in whose tomb the things might have been found.
Usually, interpreting tomb assemblages involves analysing the spatial, typological and contextual relationships of objects deposited with the deceased to reconstruct past mortuary practices, social identities, and belief systems. 
In the case here, we have seemingly random objects devoid of the archaeological context, so that we cannot use relational typology or assemblage theory.
Nevertheless, think what such objects could tell us about the deceased.
You could try to answer questions such as:
· How could they be used?
· Why might they be in the tomb? What could be their significance?
· What is the objects’ function during life and during death? Is there a difference?
· What does the specific object tell you?
· If you look at objects combined, how does this change your perception?
· By whom might they be used / needed?
· …
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