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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

Explore the public’s perception regarding criminal behaviour and if they believe that it is a product of an offender’s nature or their nurture.

INTRODUCTION:

Charles Darwin maintained that man’s behaviours, just as the ones of the lower animals, are not cultural products of learning, but constitute evolutionarily selected innate traits that can be transmitted through biological inheritance. (Baschetti, 2008).

The debate between Nature and Nurture, first coined in the 1870’s by Sir Francis Galton, continues to be a relevant topic of debate in the field of criminology some 142 years following Charles Darwin’s death in 1882. 

The nature vs nurture debate in psychology concerns the relative importance of an individual’s innate qualities (nature) versus personal experiences (nature) in determining or causing individual differences in physical and behavioural traits. (Mcleod, 2023)

Nature is generally taken as being something you are born with, like the colour of your eyes, but nurture is something that a person may have learnt. This could be through observing behavioural traits of their parents or through circumstances of their settings and surroundings that they have grown up in or currently living in. 

Now whilst Charles Darwin maintained one side of the argument, philosopher John Locke (1632-1704) believed that humans were born as blank slates and overtime the slates accumulates individual difference that only develop because of the environment (Perry, 2020)

Currently, the Crime Survey for England and Wales showed an estimated 8.5 million criminal offences occurring in England and Wales in the year ending September 2023 for households and persons aged above the 16.  (Office for National Statics, 2024)

And although there is a vast amount of information regarding the nature or nurture debate relating to criminology and criminal behaviour the aim of this research will be to gauge a publics perception involving this debate against those who work within the law enforcement industry and give those involved a better understanding on the topic in order to concentrate on the source of criminality, which could lead to both police and public initiatives in the aim of understanding criminal behaviour in attempts to reduce criminal activity/offences. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

This research will be conducted and undertaken through both research of openly sourced literature and through the means of an online questionnaire. 

Although at this time the number of participants can not be confirmed, it is intended that approx. 30-50 people will partake voluntarily. The objectives being:

· Identify the overall persons participating in this questionnaires knowledge and understanding of what criminal behaviour is defined as.
· Identify the overall persons participating in this questionnaires knowledge and understanding of what is meant by a person’s nature or nurture.
· Evaluate the overall persons participating in this questionnaire’s views on whether an offender’s behaviour is due to their nature or nurturing.
· Outline whether a public’s perception differs from those within the law enforcement industry.
· Explore the overall persons participating in this questionnaire knowledge about any known or potential initiatives that are aimed at targeting the source of criminal behaviour and if they believe that this would reduce criminal activity. 

The aim of the online questionnaire will be to explore the different mindset between the general public and those working within the law enforcement industry with regards to the nature vs. nurture debate. 


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

This research will draw upon openly sourced literature already available, a wide range of sources will be used, such as Darwin’s legacy 11: why biology is not physics, or why it has taken a century to see the dependence of genes on the environment, written by Signh, Rama or The nature versus biosocial debate in criminology: on the origins of criminal behaviour and criminality, written by Beaver, K,  et al. 

As this is a relevant and topical area within law enforcement, there are many journals and articles and potential models that will be utilised. 

Alongside the literature review, the online questionnaire will identify the overall knowledge and understanding from the public and those in law enforcement and their individual viewpoints. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

A proposed online questionnaire containing multiple open and closed questions would best compliment the openly sourced research that will be undertaken. Due to the timescale that this research will need to be undertaken, an online questionnaire would be considered a timely asset and come at no monetary cost to the research being undertaken. This questionnaire will be sent via emails and alternative links to a wide range of people, those not working within law enforcement and those who are. The questionnaire will be voluntary and confidential, thus allowing the participant to complete it in their own time and with no repercussions on them. This will allow a fair and true reflection toward the nature vs nurture debate. 

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

A target of between 30 and 50 people will be requested to complete the voluntary questionnaire. It is the aim of the research to have an evenly based spilt between of those persons completing it, with half of those completing it working within law enforcement, and half not.  This should allow a fair a concise reflection on the findings. Those completing it will be over the age of 18 years and will not be sent to any person who may be deemed as being vulnerable.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

All ethical issues have been considered for this proposal and no ethical issues have been identified. This is due to the questionnaire being aimed at consenting participants over the age of 18.


	TIME SCALE:

On completing and acceptance of the research proposal form, a carefully designed online questionnaire with a multiple of open and closed questions for the participants to answer. This will then be sent via email or alternative link to approx.30 -50 people. A deadline for completing of the questionnaire will be determined so that the research findings can be assessed and analysed for use within the dissertation project. 
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