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On the 25th of September 2023 the home secretary, Suella Braverman, addressed the American Enterprise Institute (Home Secretary Suella Braverman delivers speech on immigration, 2023). The AEI is a right wing, libertarian think tank that has interests in government, politics and social welfare ( Sourcewatch ). Within her widely publicised, yet sparsely attended speech, she expressed that a reform to the 1951 refugee convention was necessary to make it “fit for the modern age”. Effectively to redefine the term refugee, 18:20-18:36 mins). With the rise of irregular arrivals to the UK, Braverman states that the convention has lowered the defining threshold of proof for accepted asylum, to a broader level of discrimination rather than a genuine threat of torture, violence or death.
In January the Prime minister, Mr Sunak pledged to “Stop the Boats” (Prime Minister Rishi Sunak’s plans to Stop the Boats, 2023) and the Home Secretary, Ms Braverman has tried, and has so far failed to do this.  Braverman has demonstrated increasingly extreme methods in which to achieve this goal. 
In august this year, a £1.6bn contract was given to a private Australian firm to manage the Bibby Stockholm asylum seeker accommodation barge (Syal and Taylor, 2023). The barge, which has widely been likened to a prison, was set to house 500 single men. This could be an attempt to address the accommodation issue. At present there are around 45,000 people housed in UK hotels (Syal and Taylor, 2023). Braverman’s plan to use the barge has been held up in in the courts due to legionella bacteria found within the barges water systems (Syal and Taylor, 2023). A Freedom from Torture charity spokesperson commented that legionella found on the barge was “just another shocking revelation that’s has been seen lately and that this government’s punitive policies and deliberate neglect of the asylum system is not just cruel, it’s dangerous” (Syal and editor, 2023).  While this plan may still go ahead, the controversy around it has led to a shambolic atmosphere surrounding the government’s decisions and the Home Secretary’s actions.
Another deal being held up in court proceedings is the £140m Rwanda deal (Syal, 2022). Braverman set up the deal to deport people who arrive irregularly on UK shores by small boat, to Rwanda. The deal has been deemed by many of the UK refugee charities and by the UKs refugee agency, UNHCR , to be “ incompatible with the letter and spirit” of the 1951 refugee convention (UNHCR News Comment on the importance of the International Refugee Convention, 2023).
These are just two recent examples of how the UK government and the home secretary are continuing and escalating a legacy of hostile environment from previous governments (Travis and editor, 2013).
[bookmark: _Hlk147849044] In reaction to the legal hold ups, the home secretary made the speech in Washington, addressing members of the right-wing think tank, AEI. Braverman’s speech was directed at world leaders to reform and tighten the 1951 refugee convention rules. The rules she wishes to change are those used to define a refugee. Braverman states that they are “more akin to a definition of discrimination” rather than of persecution”(Home Secretary Suella Braverman delivers speech on immigration, 2023, 19:20 to 19:44 mins). She says that as the numbers of applicants has risen to “unsustainable” levels and that while  “case law has developed what we have seen in practice is an interpretive shift away from persecution in favour of something more akin to a definition of discrimination”(Home Secretary Suella Braverman delivers speech onimmigration, 2023, 19:20 to 19:44 mins)
The 1951 refugee convention is an international legal framework that holds up the principle of protection and asylum. Sweeping categorization of people is not helpful as cases are dealt with on an individual basis and what we need, according to Shabia Mantoo of the UNHCR, is “compassion and a fair and expedient and effective asylum process to quickly determine who is in need of protection and who is not” (Inside Story, 2023).
None of the people fleeing their country desire to have such horrific situations in their lives and no one wants to be a person with the label of refugee. To lend clarity to our current intake of people on the move, there are “35.3 million refugees worldwide, of which 70% are hosted in low to middle income neighbouring countries” (UNHCR News Comment on the importance of the International Refugee Convention, 2023).
The poorer countries have taken the lion’s share of people on the move through the refugee and migration crises. Conflict and instability are the reasons for migration. We need to address these core issues if we wish the situation to change. Asylum systems need to be sufficiently resourced. A holistic approach is the only way to stem the flow of people on the move. The anti-immigrant and refugee rhetoric is growing the world over, raising global hostility and only serves to create more refugees. If countries follow the home secretary’s and the UK government’s call to change the convention, global safety will become even more insecure. 
It is easy to imagine that behind Braverman’s commentary looms a leadership pitch to right wing voters in the run up to the general election in 2024. Braverman’s deliberate use of inflammatory language and stoking anti migrant and refugee rhetoric creates a distraction from her recent failures and has been widely condemned by human rights groups (Demianyk, 2022; Letters, 2022; ‘“I am calling her rhetoric racist!”: Tory Peer condemns Home Secretary Suella Braverman’, 2023).




Bibliography
Demianyk, G. (2022) ‘Braverman Condemned For Migrant “Invasion” Rhetoric – But Farage Says “Well Done”’, HuffPost UK, 31 October. Available at: https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/suella-braverman-migrant-crisis-invasion_uk_63601bb0e4b046b39ca0e907 (Accessed: 10 October 2023).
Home Secretary Suella Braverman delivers speech on immigration (2023). Online. Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PrpAMttlIkQ (Accessed: 5 October 2023).
‘“I am calling her rhetoric racist!”: Tory Peer condemns Home Secretary Suella Braverman’ (2023) James O’Brian LBC. Online. Available at: https://www.lbc.co.uk/opinion/tory-peer-condemns-home-secretary-suella-braverman/ (Accessed: 10 October 2023).
Inside Story (no date) ‘Why does the UK Home Secretary want international migration law overhauled?’ (Inside Story). Available at: https://omny.fm/shows/the-inside-story-podcast/whats-behind-the-un-rejecting-the-call-to-overhaul (Accessed: 26 September 2023).
Letters (2022) ‘Suella Braverman’s incendiary rhetoric is truly shameful’, The Guardian, 2 November. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2022/nov/02/suella-braverman-incendiary-rhetoric-is-truly-shameful (Accessed: 10 October 2023).
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak’s plans to Stop the Boats (2023). Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EK3uxKmpqhg (Accessed: 10 October 2023).
Syal, R. (2022) ‘Rwanda dream could still become a nightmare for Suella Braverman’, The Guardian, 19 December. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2022/dec/19/rwanda-dream-could-still-become-a-nightmare-for-suella-braverman (Accessed: 10 October 2023).
Syal, R. and editor, R.S.H. affairs (2023) ‘Braverman to ask world leaders to make refugee rules “fit for the modern age”’, The Guardian, 25 September. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2023/sep/25/suella-braverman-to-ask-leaders-to-rewrite-refugee-rules-that-are-fit-for-modern-age (Accessed: 10 October 2023).
Syal, R. and Taylor, D. (2023) ‘Suella Braverman under pressure to scrap refugee barge plan after legionella found’, The Guardian, 11 August. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2023/aug/11/legionella-discovery-forces-asylum-seekers-off-bibby-stockholm-just-days-after-arrival (Accessed: 3 October 2023).
Travis, A. and editor,  home affairs (2013) ‘Immigration bill: Theresa May defends plans to create “hostile environment”’, The Guardian, 10 October. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2013/oct/10/immigration-bill-theresa-may-hostile-environment (Accessed: 10 October 2023).
UNHCR News Comment on the importance of the International Refugee Convention (2023) UNHCR UK. Available at: https://www.unhcr.org/uk/news/press-releases/unhcr-news-comment-importance-international-refugee-convention (Accessed: 10 October 2023).







