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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and email to mike.durke@uwtsd.ac.uk 

	NAME: Olivia 

	 ID No.: 2115551

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Evaluate the effectiveness of residential homes for low-risk female offenders in England and Wales


Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation? 


For an undergraduate dissertation I have decided on this title question as it can help express the necessity for residential housing for low-risk female offenders. For example, when they come out of prison and are in need of some place to go. These residential homes can also be used instead of a prison for low-risk crimes. 60% of female inmates may not have a home upon release, and many women lose their homes while they are in custody (Prison Reform Trust, 2018). Women are not being able to change their lives after being released due to a shortage of accommodation, this shows how important housing is for low-risk offenders. Furthermore, released from prison, 6 out of 10 women are homeless (Women in Prison, no date). There is a persistent lack of appropriate housing options for women who commit crimes, which contributes to an increase in crime, victims, and needless and expensive incarceration. To end that cycle and the devastation it does to our communities, the women who are engaged, and their families, safe, secure housing is essential (webster, 2016). By women having secure residential housing it can help manage multiple problems such as, reoffending, homelessness, costs of imprisonment etc. These are only some of the concerns surrounding women’s residential homes, which is why I believe it is strong and worthy for a undergraduate dissertation. 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 

The assessment specification has broken down the structure of the dissertation or placement-based project. Here, you are required to clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives: 

The aim of this research is the evaluate the effectiveness of residential homes for low-risk female offenders in England and Wales. To do this I will be focusing on identifying the needs and vulnerabilities of female offenders in England and Wales, as well as this, to compare the effectiveness of residential homes in comparison to prisons for meeting the 
needs of low-risk female offenders in England and Wales and lastly evaluating public perception on the use of residential homes for low-risk female offenders in England and Wales 





	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans, and list a short bibliography of these key sources. This need not be extensive but will give your supervisor a good point to start from.


I believe this research area is of value because there is a wide range or problems and concerns around residential housing for women. The government released its Female Offender Strategy in 2018, outlining three strategic priorities: a higher percentage of women who are successfully managed in the community, improved conditions for those in custody, and a decrease in the number of women entering the criminal justice system particularly those serving short-term sentences (House of Commons Justice Committee 2022). Women’s needs are not being met in prison and needs to be dealt with.  As well as this, in 2021, the National Women's Prisons Health and Social Care Review was founded with the goal of enhancing the health and social care experiences of all incarcerated and released women. When compared to both women in the general community and their male counterparts in jail, women in prison have disproportionately greater levels of health and social care demands. A large percentage of women incarcerated have poor mental and physical health, and many are traumatised (NHS England, 2023).  Women’s centres play a massive role in behaviour which is why believe it to be an interesting and broad dissertation topic. Women's centres offer compassionate settings that consider trauma survivors' reactions and engage with women in an accepting manner (Women in Prison, 2022).  





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Summary of qualitative or quantitative methods, and survey techniques being considered.

I will be making an online survey in order to help my research strategy via on my social media account regarding residential homes for women. The survey will consist of an age for 18+ so that the audience will be older than 18, they will also be from England and Wales as that is where my social media following are based. The survey will also be anonymous as no names will need to be mentioned.
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? 

I will be making an online survey in order to help my research strategy via on my social media account regarding residential homes for women. The survey will consist of an age for 18+ so that the audience will be older than 18, they will also be from England and Wales as that is where my social following are based. The surveys will also be anonymous as no names will need to be mentioned. I have decided on a questionnaire for my research method because large populations may be evaluated very easily with the help of questionnaires, which are a very helpful survey instrument ( National Library of Medicine, 2013) and I believe it will be very helpful for my dissertation in order to gather information for my topic title. 
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