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What do you consider are the best aspects of this piece of work?
Hopefully it meets the learning outcomes for the module.    
Which aspects do you consider could have been improved in this piece of work?
It is not one my best works, I know. It could do with some more references, and I also found it quite hard to structure.
What have you found most satisfying whilst undertaking this submission?
Refinding it after my laptop crashed.

Critically analyse how one ‘hot topic’ has been covered by the media in the last six months. As well as referencing all of the media sources that you use you should also make reference to appropriate research and theory where possible.

This essay will investigate how Oxfam has been portrayed in in the last six months. It has not been a good year for the charity publicity wise, in January it found itself in the centre of a capitalist debate, then only a few weeks later, the allegations surfaced against Oxfam workers in Haiti, who had been paying for local prostitutes. The essay will analyse how different medias sources covered the story. First created in 1942, Oxfam is a charity made up of millions of people, a global movement who believe that poverty does not have to be inevitable. They say that extreme poverty has halved in the last fifteen years. Oxfam has six goals, that it believes are the best chance of ending poverty, these goals are:

Champion equal rights for women, Help people claim their right to a better life, Save lives, now and in the future Safeguard global food supplies, Help people claim a fairer share of natural resources, Increase money for basic services (Oxfam, 2018)


At the beginning of February this year, the news first broke that allegations had been made that Oxfam workers had been using the charities money to hire prostitutes while providing aid overseas in Haiti following the 2010 earthquake. The devastating earthquake hit the island in January 2010 killing over 230.000 people and injuring at least 300.000 more. As well as this, it left over 1.5 million people homeless, resulting in a major humanitarian crisis. 
A little over two weeks before the news of the Oxfam sex scandal was first broken by the Times, the Telegraph, which is widely thought of as being a largely right wing newspaper (YouGov, 2017) published an article accusing the charity of alienating the government by having a left wing political bias (Freedman, 2008) and suggesting that it is now a mere front group for radical Left wing supporters (the Telegraph, 2018) and claiming that it was anti wealth, anti capitalist and anti conservative. These accusations were in retaliation to the following tweet by an employee on the Oxfam twitter account:
At the moment we have an extreme form of capitalism that only works for those at the top. That is why we are calling for governments to manage our economies so that they work for everyone and not just the fortunate few - Grace 2/2 (Oxfam, 2018)
Unsurprisingly, Britain’s most right wing newspaper, the Daily Mail (YouGov, 2017) shares the Telegraphs pro capitalist view,  claiming that the tweets were left wing and “controversial” (Daily Mail, 2018). Fortunately however, not all the newspapers and media outlets agree with the right wing, capitalist viewpoint, only a few days before, the Guardian, which is widely accepted as Britain’s most left wing newspaper, closely followed by the Mirror (YouGov, 2017),  published an article written by the executive director at Oxfam, claiming the richest 1% of the worlds population will by next year be more wealthy than the 99% of the worlds population combined. She recommends that for growth to be inclusive, the poorest in society should gain the greatest shares at the expense of richest (the Guardian, 2018)
On the 9th of February, The Times newspaper published the article entitled “Top Oxfam staff paid survivors for sex” (The Times cited in bbc 2018). From there, the scandal unfolded. This article claimed that Oxfam was aware of, but covered up the allegations made, which claimed that a number of senior staff members who were working in Haiti after the 2010 earthquake had been using prostitutes, some of whom were thought to be underage. Oxfam strongly denied that it had attempted to cover up the accusations and claimed that once it uncovered the accusations in 2011, it started its own investigation. The charity also claims that it did inform the public of the investigation at the time (bbc, 2011) although the bbc article only mentions that “The director of Oxfam's operations in Haiti has resigned amid an inquiry into allegations of misconduct by staff” and that a small number of the staff had been suspended. It does not make clear the severity of the accusations towards the staff members. It is also unclear how it managed to, for the most part, avoid major media coverage in 2011. A few days after the revelations were first published in February 2018, the Independent called for all funding being sent to Oxfam to be stopped, claiming that “If the Government doesn’t cut all funding to Oxfam nothing will change” (the Independent, 2018) believing that an example must be made as less people are donating to charities, and the ones who are looking for a reason to stop. On the 21st of February, the Guardian published and article claiming that the prime minister, Theresa May, had confirmed that Britain would not be cutting the aid budget (the Guardian, 2018), although there is no specific mention of whether or not Oxfam would still receive any government funding. Not quite a month later, on the 18th of March, the Sun reported that the £32 million that the charity receives in funding from the central government has been put on hold (the Sun, 2018).
Oxfam eventually made their report available for the public to view for the final internal investigation from 2011. The report was into allegations of sexual misconduct and other behaviour that have made against them. They released the following statement:
We are making this exceptional publication because we want to be as transparent as possible about the decisions we made during this particular investigation and in recognition of the breach of trust that has been caused. We are also meeting with the Government of Haiti to apologise for our mistakes and discuss what more we can do, including for the women affected by these events. We hope this also contributes to rebuilding trust with those who support our work (Oxfam, 2018).
They naturally changed and identifiable characteristics in on order to maintain anonymity and confidentiality, which is mandatory by both the UN guidelines on the issue (United Nations, 2018) and by privacy law.
Sadly but not surprisingly, the repercussions from the Oxfam scandal appear to be affecting other charities too, and there have been fears as to how it may affect the wider charity sector. This year’s sport reliefs on-the-night appeal only made approximately two thirds of what it raised last year. On the sport reliefs website it lists Oxfam as supporting partner (Sport Relief, 2018), so potentially donators could be offended or put off donating by the connection. However, the majority of Oxfams donations and fundraising, comes from a from a semiotic approach (Devereux, 2003) and humans will always be susceptible to strategically taken photographs of hungry children in less wealthy countries, and so they should.
To conclude although the reaction and opinions across the top British newspapers varied by a massive amount when it came to political bias and the subject of capitalism and wealth, as we saw by comparing the articles by the Telegraph, the Daily Mail and the Guardian, regarding the distribution on wealth and the charity Oxfam’s comments on capitalism, when it comes to something as serious as the sex scandal claiming that senior members of Oxfam staff were taking advantage of a country recovering from a disaster and hiring themselves prostitutes using the charities money, fortunately the media was in agreement that this was unacceptable behaviour, as was the charities attempts to conceal the severity of some of the allegations from the public. It is still unclear whether Oxfam will recover from the scandal, as the damage to its reputation in the eyes of the public was detrimental. However, hopefully it will improve, as the charity has achieved many great things so it would be a shame for this to be the end.














References:

BBC (2011) Head of aid agency Oxfam in Haiti resigns amid enquiry. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-14514905 (Accessed: 20th April, 2018)
BBC (2018) Oxfam Haiti Allegations: How the scandal unfolded. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-43112200 (Accessed: 20th April, 2018).
Daily Mail (2018) Oxfam facing backlash over anti capitalist tweet. http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5309479/Oxfam-facing-backlash-anti-capitalist-tweet.html (Accessed 22nd April, 2018).
Devereux, E. (2003) Understanding the media. Sage: London.
Freedman, D (2008)  The Politics of Media Policy. Polity Press: Cambridge.
Oxfam (2018) Goals and Values. https://www.oxfam.org.uk/what-we-do/about-us/how-we-work/our-goals-and-values (Accessed: 21st April 2018)
Oxfam (2018) Twitter. https://twitter.com/oxfamgb/status/955457195969216513?lang=en (Accessed: 22nd April, 2018).
Sport relief (2018) Supporting Partners. https://www.sportrelief.com/partners (Accessed: 23ed April, 2018). 
The Guardian (2018) May says UK will not cut aid in wake of Oxfam scandal. https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/feb/21/may-says-uk-will-not-cut-aid-because-of-oxfam-sex-scandal-affecting-sector (Accessed: 23rd April 2018). 
The Guardian (2018) Our economic system enriches the most powerful at the expense of the 99%. https://www.theguardian.com/public-leaders-network/2015/jan/20/economic-system-enriches-most-powerful-oxfam (Accessed: 22nd April, 2018).
The Independent (2018) If the government doesn’t stop all funding to Oxfam, nothing will change. https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/oxfam-prostitution-scandal-government-funding-international-aid-budget-a8206616.html#r3z-addoor (Accessed: 21st April, 2018).
The Sun (2018) Sex scandal. https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/5554879/oxfam-haiti-sex-scandal-allegations-resignations-mark-goldring-100m-cost/ (Accessed: 23rd April 2018).
The Telegraph (2018) Charities like Oxfam have alienated government by left wing bias and we are all worse off as a result. https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/01/25/charities-like-oxfam-have-alienated-government-left-wing-bias/ (Accessed: 21st April, 2018).
United Nations (2018) Preventing Sexual Exploitation and Abuse. https://www.un.org/preventing-sexual-exploitation-and-abuse/ (Accessed: 22nd April, 2018).
YouGov (2017) YouGov Survey Results. https://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/n34shyp79t/InternalResults_170215_Left-RightScale_ExtraCB_W.pdf (Accessed: 22nd April, 2018). 


