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Assessment tasks
Part 1
Iceland and other Nordic countries believe it is important to children that they have outdoor play. The government has written in papers that outdoor play is good for children. In the curriculum guidelines outdoor play is compulsory as outdoor learning environments are a place for children to enjoy the nature, natural beauty begin a healthy lifestyle as Noradahl and Johannesson said.
The emphasis on outdoor play has been ongoing for some time in Iceland. Children ages 1 to 6 have outdoor play every day at school, but children aged 6 to 16 only have outdoor play at scheduled break times. We do not know a great deal on how the teachers help outdoor learning it depends on the individual teacher and the school. There are signs that teachers in Iceland are using outdoor learning and play more, as 70% of schools in Icelands capital city Reyjkavik have said they use it more frequently. 
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Part 2a 
This essay will be about forest Schools. The definition has been made by the Forest School Network, it says that ‘it is an inspirational process that offers children, young adults and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment’. People are becoming worried that schools today do not use outdoor learning and play as much as it was used when the parents were younger as an incident may occur and there are more activities to be done inside. 
There is also research that has been carried out that shows if children do not use outdoor learning while younger they may not enjoy outdoor learning when they are older. They may also miss out on the physical and emotional benefits of access to nature, because learning outdoors is a different environment to learning in a classroom and the Welsh government are encouraging teachers to do forest schools at their own schools, especially in the foundation phase. (O’Brien and Murray 2014)
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Part 2b 
If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism? Why is it important that students avoid this? 
Students should avoid failing to acknowledge their source of information as they cannot be accused of plagiarism and they have the proof of where they found their information.

You only have to reference when using a direct quotation is this True or False? 
Explain your answer. 
I believe this to be true because if you are taking a direct reference that means it is written down somewhere by a specific person where as if it is an indirect quotation then it does not mean that you have not come up with it yourself. 

Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments?
Explain, with reasons, weather you believe this statement is true or false. 
Wikipedia is not a good place to search for information as it is not 100% accurate. Wikipedia is available for anyone to change and add their own facts and information therefore it may not all be true. 

Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation. 
· Enter the quotation as a separate paragraph 
· Indent the paragraph
· Quotation marks are not needed  
· Follow with the in-text citation




Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study. 
To begin researching for you assignment you will need to find information on the subject you are working on. Once you have found that information you can then begin to find sources that may help you find the information that you want. 
Five sources I believe to be acceptable are: 
· Books
· Written articles
· Professional organization websites e.g .gov sites
· Published reports 
· Unpublished reports kept at a university library



















Part 3
This article is based on the teaching assistant’s role and what they bring to the special educational needs environment. The study uses qualitative data to examine the experiences of TA’s within inclusive contexts and focuses upon how their backgrounds and experiences impact upon their role within the classroom, as well as how their experiences within inclusive classrooms demonstrate ambiguity, tension and contradictions (Suzanne Mackenzie 2011) The aim of Suzanne’s text is a brief description of what to expect while reading the article. It is an insight as to what the role of teaching assistants are and demonstrates how they help shape the minds of the children.   
 I believe that the main finding within this article is concerns for the teaching assistants and uncertain contractual arrangements and poor pay. I feel that Suzanne’s intensions with this article are to help people have a better understanding and knowledge of the role of a teaching assistant especially in a special educational needs environment. They have proven to be more than just ‘help’ in a classroom and considered as someone who guides and supports the needs of the children. 
The structure of the article is in great order to enable a good read. The article is split up in to sections for different topics to give a better understanding on the whole of the article. Each section is then split in paragraphs in order to have a full understanding of the topic. She has kept each paragraph short enough to hold all of the relevant information. Each paragraph is a different view of the teaching assistants in what the topic is about such as ‘The voice of a TA’ the working conditions were seen to undermine the important work that they do with children with very complex and challenging needs. (O’Brien and Garner, 2001). The links between paragraph help create a flow in the reading as she continues to talk about the teaching assistants and how they are misunderstood and in the following paragraph Suzanne then continues to write about hoe dedicated they are to their work such as ‘TA’s very often have a strong commitment to their work and an emotional connection to the people they work with. They have ‘strong and principled’ views on the work that they do and can give valuable input into how inclusion successfully (O’Brien and Garner, 2001, p.4). 



Suzanne has used few statistic numbers in her article but it has made a big impact on how we now look at teaching assistants and see the impact they have in the school environment ‘the numbers of TA’s have grown since the 1990’s and there are 178,900 full-time equivalent TA’s employed in English mainstream and special schools, an increase from 70,300 in 1999’ (DCSF, 2009).
The language of the article is formal but easy to read, it grasps the interests of the intended audience. She has also used persuasive language to too draw the audience in to the article to give them a new perspective of teaching assistants. She has also quoted the views of teaching assistants to give us a way of understanding from a teaching assistant’s side.
I do not believe that this article has a clear statement, I believe by reading this you are becoming known of the many issues teaching assistants have encountered over the years and just how much of an impact they make in schools. Claims were made that some staff had unrealistic expectations of what children with special educational needs should be able to do; many respondents felt that mainstream schools could not cope with children with challenging behaviour and had negative perceptions about teachers’ ability to meet the needs of children with emotional and behavioural difficulties (Avramidis et al., 2002). I do believe there is a consistent argument within the article, which is to demonstrate the benefits of having teaching assistants in mainstream and especially having them in special education to maintain a close environment within the school continue to be a positive figure for guidance.
The text is based on facts by many resources, there is plenty of evidence to show how beneficial it is to have teaching assistants and how teaching assistants care for their career. ‘TA’s tended to discuss children with special educational needs in terms of a ‘caring’ discourse (Avarmidis et al., 2000) and often talked about ‘caring’ and ‘love’ for children were seen to be a major part of TA’s and teachers’ role and they were particularly critical of those who were critical of those who were seen not to ‘care’. TA’s also almost uniformly used a more musicalized, category approach to discussion of children with special educational needs with expressions such as ‘special needs children’ being common, and children were often discussed in category terms (ADHD, dyslexia, Down’s syndrome and EBD)(see Pearson 2009). On one hand the evidence could be used as valuable because most of it has a reference to back it up and has been checked over to make sure that it is true, but on another hand it is not, as some evidence is made by a teaching assistants personally and there is only one side that we are hearing and there is no way to be 100% sure of what they are saying as it is just their thought on the matter. On that note the evidence is very effective in supporting the argument as it is gives the readers the perspective of teaching assistants and shows them the benefits of having them with special educational needs pupils. From this article the conclusions are that schools would be better if teaching assistants were more involved in schools as children benefit from having them there. I believe the conclusions are justified as there is evidence to show schools benefit more by having teaching assistants. 
My overall opinion on the article is that it is very insightful and has a good amount of information in there to show that teaching assistants deserve and enjoy their job. Some recommendations would be ‘Yes, but…’ by Suzanne Mackenzie, The Guardian, Making the best use of teaching assistants. I do believe that teaching assistants are needed in school and I also believe that they make the school environment feel more homely as there are more people there to care for and help the children with any needs. I do not believe that it has been widely noted that there is a lack of clarity about the TA role and to TAA’s moving closer to the role of a classroom teacher (Adamson,1999; Howes et al., 2003; Cajkler et al., 2007a) together with concerns that TA’s need effective management, training and a clear career structure (Alborz et al., 2009). This article is a good academic article. 
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