Slide 1 – Introduction
Today I am going to be talking about how key historical milestones have shaped youth work today.
 I have chosen to focus mainly on the 1960s, as this was a really important decade for youth work, especially because of the Albemarle Report.
I will be comparing what life was like for young people in the 1960s with what it is like for young people today. I will also look at how changes in society, culture and world events have influenced how youth work is delivered, while still keeping its core values, such as voluntary participation, informal education and relationship-based practice.
Slide 2 – What is the purpose of this PowerPoint
The purpose of this PowerPoint is to explain the historical milestones in youth work and how they have shaped how youth workers practise today.
By using key reports, particularly the Albemarle Report from 1960, I am able to compare youth work in the 1960s to modern youth work. I will focus on how changes in society, culture and world events have affected the way youth workers operate, while also showing how the core values of youth work have stayed the same over time.
Slide 3 – What is youth work
In the 1960s, youth work mainly focused on guidance, citizenship and character building through informal education. According to the Ministry of Education in 1960, youth work aimed to help young people become responsible adults and good citizens.
Today, youth work is much more focused on empowerment, wellbeing and youth voice. While informal education is still used, there is now more emphasis on listening to young people, supporting their mental health and helping them influence decisions that affect their lives. This is supported by organisations like the National Youth Agency.


Slide 4 – Why is the history of youth work important
Learning about the history of youth work is important because it helps youth workers today understand where practice comes from and why certain values are still so important.
By looking at historical reports such as the Albemarle Report, youth workers can understand why voluntary participation and informal education are central to youth work. Jeffs and Smith explain that understanding past challenges helps youth workers respond better to current issues, while still keeping the original purpose of youth work at the centre of practice.
Slide 5 – What it was like to be a young person in the 1960s
In the 1960s, Britain was still being affected by the impact of the Second World War. However, teenagers had more freedom and spending power than ever before. This led to the rise of youth subcultures such as mods and rockers.
Young people began expressing themselves through music, fashion and leisure, for example listening to bands like The Beatles. Despite this cultural optimism, the Albemarle Report highlighted that many young people lacked safe recreational spaces, support and guidance outside of school. This showed a clear need for better youth services.




Slide 6 – The significance of the Albemarle Report
The Albemarle Report was extremely significant because it was the first time the government officially recognised youth work as an important service, rather than just leisure activities.
The report found that young people lacked safe spaces and support outside education. It stated that youth work should focus on personal and social development through voluntary participation and informal education.
As a result of the report, youth work received more funding, more youth centres were opened, and youth workers received better training. This report shaped youth work practice and values that are still used today.
Slide 7 – Transition to modern youth work
Although youth work started to develop in the 1960s, it has continued to change as society has changed. While the needs of young people are different today, the foundations created by the Albemarle Report still influence modern practice.
This shows how youth work has evolved rather than completely changed, adapting to new challenges while keeping its original purpose.
Slide 8 – What it is like to be a young person today
Young people today face very different challenges compared to the 1960s. Issues such as education pressure, social media, mental health, the cost of living crisis and global events have a major impact on young people’s lives.
Many young people experience stress and anxiety linked to exams, employment and online pressures. Youth workers respond by offering safe spaces, building trusting relationships and supporting young people through informal and non-formal learning.

Slide 9 – Youth voice and participation today
Today there is a strong emphasis on young people shaping youth work provision. Youth work is designed to be more inclusive and responsive to young people’s real-life experiences.
Youth workers actively listen to young people’s voices, helping them build confidence, improve wellbeing and feel empowered. This shows a big shift from adult-led services in the 1960s to young person-centred practice today.
Slide 10 – World events that have changed youth work
Several world events have influenced how youth work operates. These include post-war Britain, the growth of youth culture, globalisation and digital technology.
More recent events such as the 2008 financial crisis, the Covid-19 pandemic, climate change and global conflict have increased pressure on young people. As a result, youth work has had to adapt by supporting mental health, offering outreach and even using digital spaces to engage young people
Slide 11 – Differences between youth work in the 1960s and today
Youth work in the 1960s focused on guiding young people into responsible adulthood, whereas today it focuses more on empowerment, wellbeing and participation.
Practice in the past was more adult-led and structured, while today it is young person-centred. Safeguarding has also changed significantly, with legal duties, DBS checks and professional standards now in place.
The role of youth workers has developed from organisers and supervisors to facilitators, mentors, advocates and safeguarding professionals.




Slide 12 – Conclusion
In conclusion, this PowerPoint has shown how the Albemarle Report of 1960 and key world events have shaped youth work practice.
Although society and the challenges faced by young people have changed, the core values of youth work have remained the same. Voluntary participation, informal education and relationship-based practice are still central to youth work today, showing the lasting impact of historical milestones on modern youth work.

