This assignment will look at the history of child protection legislation in the United Kingdom (UK) from the 1800s onwards, and will evaluate how child protection has been emended and improved to the present day. Serious case reviews will be used as examples to pin-point exactly where child protection measures and agencies failed to effectively safeguard children in the past. Evaluations will be made as to what has been done to resolve these issues. Finally, this assignment will conclude what child protection legislation is like today in the UK, how effective it is and what limitations it faces. 
According to the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, also referred to as the NSPCC, safeguarding is how children (and adults) are kept safe. Safeguarding includes all procedures designed to prevent harm to a child when providing safe and effective care. A child is considered anyone under the age of 18 (NSPCC [1], 2019).
Children are safeguarded to keep them safe from maltreatment, i.e. sexual, physical and emotional abuse; and exploitation, for example: child prostitution, trafficking, or child labour (work) (Hempton and Williams, 2011). There are many different ways children are kept safe in all environments and ways of life, one example is safeguarding policies. A safeguarding policy is a clear set of guidelines that tell an organisation how to keep children safe and respond to child protection concerns appropriately (NSPCC [2], 2019). 
As children are so vulnerable, many organisations have set up with the aim of raising awareness of child abuse, neglect and exploitation by protecting children through safeguarding measures. Some organisations consist of: Barnardo’s (Founded 1866), The Children’s Society (Founded 1881), The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (Founded 1950), Childline (Founded 1986), and The Child Exploitation and Online Protection Command (Founded 2006).
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, also referred to as the UNCRC, have developed ‘Rights of the Child’. This is “the most complete statement of children’s rights ever produced and is the most widely-ratified international human rights treaty in history” and applies to every single child (Unicef, 2019). The convention lays out 54 rights in total; 42 of these apply directly to children, while the other 12 apply to adults and governments, outlining how they must protect and include children’s rights (Unicef, 2016). This gives children a voice in society and the chance to be seen and heard, which in previous decades children were always ‘seen but not heard’. The UNCRC lets children make a difference to the way they want their choices implemented and included in society, and lets children play a bigger part in the role they have in society today. 
Before laws, policies, charities and organisations, and children’s rights were introduced, children were never protected. They were put to work, exploited and abused. 

During the 1800s, children were expected to work and gain an income for their family for a living. The likelihood was children were to work in factories and labour jobs, such as chimney sweepers. They were exploited and made to work long hours for poor pay. When the Factory Act came into force in 1802, it regulated the number of working hours and improved the conditions children were to work in and made it illegal for textile factories to employ children less than 9 years of age (Virtual College, 2017). Over a century later, in 1933, the Children and Young Person’s Act combined all child protection laws into a single piece of legislation, this raised the minimum working age for children to 14 (Virtual College, 2017). In 1872 the Education Act brought in compulsory education for all children between 5 and 13. The Education Act of 1996 made education compulsory for children age 5 to 16, finally making child labour illegal (Gillard, 2018).
In 1982, The Prevention of Cruelty to, and Protection of, Children Act was passed. This allowed the police to enter homes to prevent danger to children and arrest anyone suspected of child cruelty (Virtual College, 2017). This Act was a big step in child protection legislation history, but it has taken a series of high profile child abuse deaths cases to establish the child protection system the UK has today. For example, in 1945 the UK seen the first formal child death inquiry into the death of 12-year-old Dennis O’Neill who was killed at the hands of his foster father (NSPCC [4], 2019). Soon after this, the UK was to see half-a-dozen more serious child abuse cases and deaths before in 1989, The Children’s Act was introduced. 
The Children’s Act 1989 set out to create a “single statutory framework which would reflect a coherent set of legal concepts and principles”. The Act “brings together public and private laws relating to children to create a comprehensive set of rules for child law” (Bridgeman, 2017). For example, the Act amended the law with respect to children’s homes, community homes, voluntary homes and voluntary organisations (Community Care, 2018). The Children’s Act 1989 to this day, underpins the legislative foundation of each child protection system and law in the UK. This Act places a duty on local authorities to support families who are seen to be in ‘need’ as well as investigate cases where children are considered to be at risk of ‘significant harm’. Finally, this act meant children were starting to be protected better as children’s welfare became a matter of the court, rather than a ‘private family matter’. Once again, this act meant legal action could be taken via the courts to punish anyone abusing children (British Journal of Social Work, 2018). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In 2000, The UK seen, what professionals say is “the worst case of child abuse and neglect ever seen” (Laming, 2003). An inquiry was published in 2003 by Lord laming highlighting the failure of intervention from child protection services following the death of 8-year-old Victoria Climbié. Laming’s inquiry looks at how child protection, health and judicial services failed to communicate and work together effectively to implement their child protection policies into practice. From the many findings Laming came across in his inquiry, he made recommendations surrounding how improvements could be made into services responses to child protection concerns. Laming’s main proposal is aimed at holding those in senior positions accountable for the failure of their services (The Guardian, 2005). The Laming inquiry brought significant changes to the way children were to be protected in the future by services. Laming made a total of 108 recommendations for fundamental changes in the way services supporting children and families are organised and managed. Some major recommendations include the creation of A National Agency for Children and Families and the creation of a national children’s database (Laming, 2003). These changes were soon implemented and seen in The 2004 Children’s Act. 
Since the 21st century, the UK has seen an increased emphasis on the development of inter-agency protocols between professionals working with children that focus on information sharing and structured inter-agency cooperation (Bunting et al, 2010). As evidenced, inquires such as the Climbié Inquiry (Laming, 2003) and the Bichard Inquiry (2004) identified continued failures in child protection measures and inter-agency information-sharing processes. Due to this, The Children’s Act (2004) in England and Wales came into force and gave professional bodies a statutory duty to “safeguard and promote the welfare of children”. The Act also brought about the development of information-sharing databases which were to be implemented by law to hold information on all children and the professionals who work with them (Bunting et al, 2010).
Under the Children’s Act 2004, every children’s service authority, by law, have to establish a children’s board for their area, this is what is known as the Local Safeguarding Children’s Board (LSCB) in each area. The objective of the LSCB, according to The Children’s Act 2004, is to – 
“coordinate what is done by each person (professional) or body (organisation i.e. social services, police) represented on the Board for the purposes of safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children in the area of the authority by which it is established” 
(The UK Government, 2004).
This ensures the effectiveness of professionals and organisations involved in safeguarding children work at a high standard. It also maintains the level of inter-agency communication as regular meetings are undertaken on the board to evaluate the practice in each individual area (The UK Government, 2004). In Wales, the LSCB brings together local representatives onto the board that will work in partnership with children’s services authorities in order to safeguard children effectively. These representatives have to fall within the area of the authority and should include a chief officer of police, a local probation board, a youth offending team, a local health board, a director of the NHS trust, and a governor of any prison in the area which ordinarily detains children (The UK Government, 2004; NSPCC [3], 2019). Other representatives from community organisations relating to children may be included on the board, for example, the NSPCC or Barnados. Together each LSCB must draw up their own procedures for dealing with child abuse; their procedures must be in line with legislation and government guidance (Citizens Advice, 2019). Due to this, child abuse cases can be dealt with much more effectively as services do not have to be over-stretched as they only work within their LSCB area. 
In 2009, it was proven that after many decades of changes in child protection services and the introduction of new laws and policies, there was still a massive fault in the child protection system surrounding the safeguarding and welfare of children. These faults became prominent 8 years after the death of Victoria Climbié, the UK was shook by yet another death of a young child; this was 1-year-old Peter Connelly, who came to be known as ‘Baby P’. What was so surprising about this case was that ‘Baby P’ was looked after under the same social services as Victoria, and died of similar causes. This shows all changes made to the way social services were to respond to child protection were not being implemented into practice well enough (British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), 2013). From this high-profile case came along another inquiry into the way child protection services functioned. In 2009, Lord Laming published The Protection of Children in England: A Progress Report. The report was published after the death of Victoria Climbié and ‘Baby P’ to outline appropriate measures to safeguard children effectively. This was an ‘urgent report on the progress being made across the country to implement effective arrangements for safeguarding children’ (Laming, 2009). Laming says the report was written to:
“evaluate the good practice that has been developed since the publication of the report of the Independent Statutory Inquiry following the death of Victoria Climbié, to identify the barriers that are now preventing good practice becoming standard practice, and recommend actions to be taken to make systematic improvements in safeguarding children across the country.”
(Laming, 2009)
Laming found that professionals were unclear about their role when responding to safeguarding concerns, organisations weren’t communicating efficiently, staff were untrained and overstretched, and organisations were underfunded and didn’t have the necessary resources to respond to the needs of the most vulnerable children. Laming made a total of 58 recommendations that were to hopefully be implemented properly by child protection agencies and organisations (Laming, 2009). 
In 2014, Wales introduced mandatory reporting for local authority ‘partners’ through the 2014 Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act. This placed a legal duty on professionals to report ‘known’ cases to other organisations necessary; this made changes to information sharing and inter-agency cooperation and meant many children facing child abuse and neglect were identified at an earlier point than later. Before this Act, inter-agency organisations had to rely on a system of voluntary reporting; due to voluntary reporting, many children slipped under social services and went un-noticed (British Journal of Social Work, 2018; HM Government, 2016). 
Today, policies and legislations are being changed and upgraded all the time. For example, there are plans for new reforms to come into force in 2020 that will affect the way services and organisations working with children and young people provide their services. An example of this is the new working in partnerships scheme which lies accountability on organisations and individuals for any wrong-doings involving the safeguarding of children. 
To conclude this essay, child protection has come a long way since the 1800s but there are still gaps where improvements can be made. Many mistakes may still be made along the way to developing the ‘perfect’ system, but in turn, these mistakes leave room for the development of new laws and policies to make child protection better and more efficient. 
This essay has looked at the history of child protection legislation in the United Kingdom. It began by looking into what child protection was like in the 1800s; it then went on to look at the laws that were introduced to protect children such as The Children’s Act 1989. Furthermore, this essay has looked into some failures of the child protection system in the past and evaluated what has been done to resolve past issues and the impact of new laws and policies. Finally, this essay compared child protection today to what it was like in the 1800s to show how much of an impact it has made to improving to protection of children. 
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