SJSI4017 - The Landscape of Inclusion, Feminism
This assignment will be exploring and discussing the main perspectives of social inclusion concerning feminism. Within this document it will be discussing the three major perspectives in sociology and how this would relate to feminism within society itself.  According to a source on the internet, the three main sociological perspectives are symbolic interactionism, functionalism and conflict theory. It goes on to say Symbolic interactionism is the use of face to face interactions that American philosopher George, H. Mead introduced to American sociology in the 1920’s, although its origins can be traced back to Max Weber’s declaration that ‘individuals act according to their interpretation of the meaning of their world.’ This means people attach meaning to symbols and act on their own interpretation of those symbols. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The website also describes Functionalism, which is how aspects of society function and how the relationships between parts of society work, it is interdependent in a situation where different areas of society relies strongly on one another. For example, the government can afford and provide education and care in the hopes that the people will aspire to work, which means that they would pay tax to the government to provide for the country. You can view the interdependency between both functioning parts of society and how it is able to affect society itself.  Functionalism became popular within American sociology in the 1940’s to 1950’s which explores the functioning of human behaviour, whereas European functionalism concentrated on the inner working of social order. Robert Merton, an American sociologist, divided human functions into two types which are manifest functions and latent functions.  Manifest functions are behaviours that are intentional and obvious, latent functions is the opposite where they are unintentional.  
The last perspective mentioned on the website defines the Conflict theory. The Conflict perspective is a different view than the other two perspectives which both concentrate on the positive parts of society, whereas the conflict perspective focuses on the negative aspects of society, it welcomes social change even if it means a social revolution, challenges status quo (unlike functionalists who defend it) and they believe the rich and powerful force social order on the poor and weak. It was in the 1960’s that the conflict perspective gained popularity with American sociologists after it being ignored in the 1940’s to 1950’s in favour of the functionalist perspective. (Cliffnotes, 2016).
How social inclusion can be explained is by looking into social exclusion. In a video Vikki Butler explores and explains social inclusion by doing this and raises awareness on how it affects society within Wales and the UK. She touches upon the fact that discrimination and very low-income push people into feeling socially excluded, there are five different types of poverty she spoke about which are: Absolute poverty, relative poverty, participation poverty, poverty of aspirations and environmental poverty. 
Absolute poverty is an income line below where people face survival situations such as food and shelter, people who fall under this tend to live on something as little as 2 dollars a day or under and is used globally,(Vikki Butler, 2013), it’s a condition where the household income is deficient making it hard to afford necessities, it’s a standard that does not change by economic growth.  (Tejvan Pettinger, 2017) 
Relative poverty is people who live on a low-income comparative to the majority population of the country they live in. It means they’re living on a lower income than the people around them in the same society, although its relative is below the living standards others have. 
Participation poverty is a type of poverty that leads to social exclusion, people experience this if they’re being discriminated or are on a low income as participating in society becomes less likely both economically, with work, and socially such as activities, hobbies and interests.  Participation poverty is not having or not following any activities, hobbies or interests for months or even years due to either financial or social issues.
Poverty of aspirations is about education and entertainment but also what someone believes they are capable of. An example Vikki used was when she was exploring with children what they perceive their participation in society is, what is their place is in the world and a 7-year-old child said, “there is no point in having dreams, they don’t come true anyway.” Vikki believes this is ‘a stark point of aspirational poverty’. 
Environmental poverty is about the physical location that people live in such as housing, health statistics and the upkeep of the community. Sometimes people face housing problems such as dampness where some people can’t use certain rooms.
Discrimination and low-income force people to fall into these five groups and not necessarily just one of them as they all interrelate, meaning if someone was experiencing relative poverty they may find they can’t participate much because of low income and fall into participation poverty, that could then affect the aspirations of the individual as they stop social activities. Social exclusion is the centre of these groups and discrimination excludes people as much as low-income does. (Vikki Butler, 2013.)
Social inclusion supports people who fall into these types of poverty by improving the terms of participation in society. Social inclusion helps groups who suffer disadvantages on the basis of age, gender, race, disability, ethnicity, religion, origin, economic or any other status by enhancing opportunities, having resources that are accessible to them, a voice and a respect of rights. (United Nations Population Division, page 21, 2013) Social inclusion supports the feminist theory as feminism promotes equality between men and women.  (Sally Peck, 2018) There is a range of perspectives debated by theorists within feminism and the feminist theory. The feminist theory is integrative and reflects the diversity of feminism, it includes perspectives from an extensive variety of the humanities and social sciences as well as the full range of political and theoretical stances. (Sage Publishing, 2016) 
This assignment will also be looking at postmodernism and social constructionism in relation to society and inclusion.
Postmodernism is an approach in psychology which questions the idea of a singular or ultimate truth while looking into its fields. This brings a certain irony when the approach of postmodernism is brought up within the field of social psychology or inclusion, this is because social psychology and the social sciences investigate the study of international relations and how interactions can change for individuals. By all essence relations with individuals is considered a “discipline” by people such as Philip Windsor, and discipline is in essence a known truth in the fields of behavioural and social psychology. (Modernity, postmodernism and International Relations, page 127, 1992). 
Social constructionism takes an important role in Sociology than it would be in psychology 
As Craib (1997) he said that social constructionists are more important to Sociology than psychology and that social constructionism is a good way of showing the separation of sociology and psychology. There is no definitive definition of social constructionism as many social constructionists write about it in different ways.  Many people who are considered social constructionist say that social constructionism has many different characteristics hence why researchers such as Kenneth J. Gergan (1985) say that social constructionist is linked together by more of a “a family resemblance” and not a theory. Similarly, there isn’t one defining feature that can be used to describe a social constructionist. Instead researches loosely think of social constructionist of having more than one key assumptions. (social Constructionism, page 2, 2015)
Feminism; liberal and radical feminists. 
Unlike liberal feminism which promote for equal rights with men and women, radical feminism focuses on the sex war and independence. (The history learning site, 2015) By researching into these two theories of feminism, the confliction of these concepts is apparent in society. Liberal feminist believes that the main reasons for gender inequality is due to ignorance and socialisation. However, they don’t believe social institutions are inherently controlled by men and they take a “march of view” approach when tackling gender related issues, it means men and women become equal over time and move away from a patriarchal society as the movement continues. 
Liberal feminists advance with this trend by pointing to numerous legal modifications that encourage sexual equality, such as the sex discrimination act (1970) This evidence has helped support the fact that girls outperform boys in education, and the fact there are equal amounts of women and men in paid work. Liberal feminists are eager to stress the beneficial impact of women going into paid work has had on gender equality, because of this, women have a lot more independence than they did in the past as studies show women are the main income earners in 25% of households. 
Its not only women that have been impacted, within the family, evidence shows that men are participating a lot more with household and childcare, sharing the responsibilities which makes decision making more equal. Secondly, male and female children have become more socialised and develop similar mannerisms and similar ambitions. 
Liberal feminists do not pursue revolutionary changes as they want changes to take place within the existing economic and social structures. The construction of equal opportunities is the liberal feminists main goal. Therefore, from a liberal feminist’s perspective, over the past century, all major barriers of gender equality have gradually been broken down as women have equal opportunities in a workplace and politics, legal gender equality has been achieved in the UK, apart from some minor changes that need to be made which will develop gender equality further. Changes such as more flexible working hours for mothers and challenging gender labels through subject choice and children’s books. The only criticism of a liberal feminist’s view is that it’s ethnocentric and that means it only portrays the experiences of white, middle class women. 
Radical feminists are a little opposite as they see society and its organisations as patriarchal, men are a ruling class and women are the subject class. They believe gender inequality is the results in the oppression of women by men and that men have benefitted from the subordination of women, radical feminists view women as an oppressed group within society. 
Dissimilar to the liberal feminists view of paid work, radical feminists argue that it has not been liberating. Instead it weighs heavier on women that they deal with paid work and unpaid housework, acquiring a ‘dual burden’ and the family remains patriarchal as men benefit from women’s earnings as well as domestic labour. There are radical feminists who push further and argue a third burden due to paid work and home care with women, they call it the ‘triple shift’ as radical feminists consider the ‘emotional work’ that is expected of a woman who take on the emotional burdens for caring for their children. 
Radical feminists point to the ‘dark side of the family’ as evidence suggests rape, violence and pornography are also other means of how men establish and sustain power over women. According to British crime surveys, almost 1 in 4 women are much more likely to experience domestic violence during their life than men, in total domestic violence makes up a sixth of all violent crimes.
There are two groups of radical feminists distinguished by Rosemarie Tong (1998) One is Radical-libertarian feminist and the other is Radical-cultural feminism. Radical-libertarian feminists believe that it is conceivable for gender differences to be eliminated or reduced significantly and aim for a state of androgyny. Radical-cultural feminists believe in the superiority of the feminine, they celebrate characteristics related to femininity, traits such as emotion and are opposed to characteristics associated with masculinity such as hierarchy.
Radical feminists see the traditional family controlled by men, because of this they promote its eradication of patriarchy for an alternative family structure and sexual relations to be established. According to Rosemarie Tong, these suggested methods include separatism such as women only communities, female centred (matrifocal) households, some also practise political Lesbianism and political celibacy, who view heterosexual relationships in a hostile way. Despite that, radical feminists are involved with aiding and setting up refugees for women who have suffered domestic violence from men. 
Radical feminists have a few disapprovals of their theory as some believe they ignore the current advancement women have made over the years, in a lot of areas in life such as economic labour, divorce, family planning and some also feel like their ideals are too impractical. An example for instance is separatism, it’s highly unlikely because of the attraction that exists between men and women.  (Reverse Sociology, 2016)
These divisions within society give rise to various cultural perspectives, a cultural perspective is perceiving a circumstance or concept through a person’s natural environment and social influence. It is the impact that a culture and society have on an individual’s view of the world and perspective. In social sciences this idea is important and helps consider how groups or an individual may see something differently based on the cultural and societal standards they are accustomed to. (Allydog.com psychology students’ best friend, 1998) 
Feminism links to the conflict perspective, according to the changes which have been made by the women’s movement, are result of growing power with women. As this movement advances, there are a lot more women seen in occupations that were once limited to men. Due to these circumstances, women have a lot more input in decision making with business, politics, medicine and law. It’s not just within the work area that there are changes for women, as far as gender relations go a lot more women are remaining single for longer, marrying later in life and give birth to fewer children or have no children at all. The female supremacy that has been gradually gained in society brings up the feminist theory, which is a branch of conflict theory and ties the lives of women and men to the structure of gender relationships within society. 
Each theoretical perspective underlines different aspects of social life, pros of one perspective highlights the cons in another perspective. Functionalism concentrates on explaining the agreement, stability and teamwork in society and conflict theory looks at the restraint, struggle and change. Each perspective has captured an important side of society’s nature, their combination is the next step as some attempts of functionalism and conflict theory have been made. According to the page, conflict, constraint and competition occur when scarcity doesn’t threaten survival, and everyone has more than enough. Therefore, a society moves from a subsistence economy to a wealthy one where conflict, competition a constraint increase. Groups that become more deprived questions the legitimacy of its conditions and are more likely to compare and conflict with privileged groups of society, this causes social division with groups in society, illustrated by the civil rights and the women’s movement. (Sociology, page 24, 2010)

Sociological theories have affected themes in modern society such as marriage. For support of this point, sociology in the classical era will be examined, as insights from past theories compared to present theories will accentuate the shifts that now make up society. According to ‘The Monogamous Family’ section, the transitional period of upper and middle stages of barbarism helped decide the beginning of civilisation. It’s based on the rule of men who’s articulated purpose is to produce children, such paternity mattered as the children would come into their father’s property as his natural heirs. The pairing of marriage meant that men were in control back then as the man could be the only one to dissolve their marriage and put away his wife. The right of wedded adultery was secured with the man if he didn’t bring his woman of lower status (concubine) home, and as a man’s social life developed he exercised his rights more and more. The wife would be punished severely if she attempted to revive the old form of sexual life. It goes on to say that monogamy was specifically for women and not men, as a man saw their wife as nothing but the mother of their legitimate children and heirs. 
Over the years changes of perspectives allowed women to become more independent, Charlotte Perkins was a woman born in 1860 and was described as a ‘wilful’ child. She didn’t want to marry or pursue much interest in activities for women, as she grew up she rejected the traditional roles fixed to women.  Eventually she did marry, it says that Charlotte was depressed with her marriage and it became more apparent when she gave birth to a daughter, it wasn’t until she had time away from them she realised social activities benefitted her instead of the prescribed bed rest used to treat women’s melancholia. She divorced her husband, who later married her best friend, and allowed her daughter to live with them as she mentioned ‘’its better to have separated parents than a lunatic mother.” She moved to California and looked for work, lecturing on women’s rights and published works important to sociology that effect modern society today. 
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