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Introduction
This is a Health and Wellbeing report which will include the current situation of the progress made in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), (SDG3 Good Health and Wellbeing, SDG11 Sustainable cities and communities, and SDG17 Partnerships to achieve the goals), to improve the health, wellbeing, and sustainable development within the UK.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
What is “Sustainable Development”? This is defined as “making our needs last longer now and for the future generations”. Sustainable development is making the world a better place for everyone, without destroying the possibilities for the next generations. It identifies as the stability of the economy and environment long-term (Selectra, 2021).
The words “Sustainable Development” first emerged in the 1980s when there was growing concerns for the world’s social environmental problems. It was officially named “sustainable development” in 1987 (Five Talents UK, 2021).
The smarter we use our natural resources and the better systems we create for fair distribution, the more sustainable we are. To do this, we must contribute into even distribution and be more aware of what we buy and how it is produced. As well as maintaining fair rules which comply with everyone’s consent will get us to reach our sustainable goal (Sustainable Development Goals Fund, 2021). 
This growth can only be accomplished with respect for nature and humankind with three main aspects in mind. The three main objectives which you need to think about for sustainable development, which impact and act together as a one-dimensional concept are: environmental, economic, and social aspects. Within these aspects there are 17 goals to be achieved which are called “sustainable development goals”, also known as Global Goals and 169 strategies which can help with the development (United Nations, 2021).
The three pillars of sustainable development consist of social aspect which recognises the needs of everyone looking into civil rights and social progression and equality and justice. Environmental aspect concentrates on effective protection of the animals and nature such as the earth in general, and then you have the economic aspects which consists of stable growth and employment (Sustainable Environment, 2018).
From the three aspects comes the 17 goals which were issued by the United Nations (UN). They include: “No poverty, zero hunger, Good health and well-being, Quality education, Gender inequality, Clean Water and sanitisation, Affordable and clean energy, Decent work and economic growth, Industry, innovation and infrastructure, Reduced inequalities, Sustainable cities and communities, Responsible consumption and production, Climate action, Life below water, Life on land, Peace, justice and strong institutions, and finally, Partnerships for the goals” (GOV.UK, 2021d). The UK also has its goals and strategies that it wants to accomplish.
GOALS
Each goal has its own strategies to combat its challenges. Out of the 17 goals, three goals will be evaluated further which are SDG 3 – Good Health and Well-being, SDG 11 – Sustainable Cities and Communities and SDG 17 – Partnerships to achieve the Goals.
Goal 3
The sustainable development goal 3 is “Good Health and Well-being”. This goal is “to ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages. This goal is influenced by the settings in which we live. The Public Health England (PHE) team make this goal their main target as this is the one that concerns the community’s health as a whole, so they promote healthy lifestyles to all (PHE, 2020).
As Zarocostas (2006), indicates in his article, 23% of deaths are caused by environmental factors, which was reported by the World Health Organisation (WHO). Also reported by WHO was that more than 90% of the world population breathes unclean air which is not at the recommended air quality. 
Cities provide excellent opportunities for governments to help promote health and wellbeing at many levels, however, 235 million people are affected by asthma which is the most common disease in children with urbanisation being a cause (WHO, 2022). Obesity is also another concern and is a worldwide health issue considering 39% of people are overweight.
According to the United Nations Regional Information Centre (UNRIC, 2022), before the pandemic there was considerable development in achieving improvement to millions of people’s health. However, this pandemic has had an unpredictable impact on the world and the healthcare system has been stretched beyond their capacity and has halted or even overturned the growth in health and shortened life expectancy. This has setback the progress on global public health gains by decades. In recent years national budgets have declined and the percentage that was spent on global health has shrunk.
The UN has defined 13 targets and 28 indicators for SDG 3 which needs to be looked at, and in order to overcome the challenges, these targets are interconnected to other goals which must be considered and also to address the “core determinants of health and wellbeing including socio-economic determinants like education, income and gender”. To achieve these, adequate funding needs to be a main priority and guaranteed. Political leaders need to mobilise money and stick to their commitment to invest in health. This will enable countries to reach the SDG 3 and achieve the Universal Health coverage (Future Learn, 2022).
Goal 3 aspires to guarantee that all people of all ages enjoy healthy lives and promote well-being. Starting at the beginning of one's life, one's health and well-being are critical. All major health priorities are addressed in this goal, including reproductive, maternal, new-born, child, and adolescent health; communicable and non-communicable diseases; universal health coverage; and universal access to safe, effective, high-quality, and affordable medicines and vaccines for all (UNICEF, 2022).
Strategies
There are many strategies/programmes that are being implemented to complete this goal, the two strategies that this assignment is looking at are:
[bookmark: _Hlk109895678]Tackle climate change and improve air quality by decarbonising transport.
A sustainable and resilient local government sector that delivers priority services and empowers communities. 
According to the Department of Transport (2021), the first strategy, “Tackle climate change and improve air quality by decarbonising transport” is a very important concern and once this is solved or improved, many other issues which connect to cleaner air such as health and traffic/pollution consumption will also be resolved. The government plan is to eradicate all vehicle exhaust emissions before 2050 (GOV.UK, 2021c). Carbon emissions reductions strategies are low and not as effective as it should be (Renukappa et al, 2013).
The UK has introduced clean air zones to try and help in implementing the progress of this goal. The government aims to reduce emissions in 2030 by 68% at least and the goal is 78% by 2035 (GOV.UK 2021b).
To every strategy created there comes the pros and cons of it and in this evaluation the cons seem to outweigh the pros.


PROs
De-carbonising vehicles will help the environment with cleaner air which will also result in better health for people, especially those that suffer with breathing problems such as asthma or lung disease,
Vehicles will be of newer technology and have a better long-term result,
Clean air zones,
Possible more use of public transport.
										(GOV.UK 2022).
CONs
Expensive Hybrid vehicles – affordability issues,
Additional clean air zone charges – if you are unable to change your vehicle then you will have to pay the charges which defeats the whole purpose of a clean air zone,
Finding electric outlets to charge the vehicles will be difficult if you do not know the area,
Inconvenience in regard to journeys – route change.
										(GOV.UK 2022).
Progress
In comparison to its first and second carbon budgets, the UK outperformed them, and it is on track to do so for its third carbon budget, which expires in 2022. By 2050, the government hopes to have completely eliminated the UK's role in causing climate change. They have also published a blueprint, “Industrial Decarbonising Strategy” which is the world’s first low carbon industrial sector. The United Kingdom is putting up ambitious plans that outlines its own goal for achieving a net zero economy and how the government can assist the people in switching to low-carbon technologies (GOV.UK, 2021a).
The UK upholds its historical commitment to a high-quality health service that is free for everyone at the point of care, despite the challenges of a growing, ageing, and diversified population, as well as the rising burden of behavioural and lifestyle diseases. The UK are facing challenges in fulfilling this goal, such as: Tackling Child Obesity, Evaluating Mental Health, and Addressing Global Health Security (The UK’s Voluntary National Review 2019).
One of progresses that the government has made in the UK regarding the SDG 3 is that the Department for International Development (DFID) has committed to including HIV and AIDS to achieve universal Sexual Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR).  This is a significant improvement as previously HIV was not mentioned.
They also want to include family planning high on the agenda in regard to neglected areas of safe abortion, adolescent SRHR, gender-based violence and infertility. In order to do this, they will commit to new funding for the Global Financing Facility for Every Woman and Every Child (GFF). Therefore, this mean that they are financing areas that need it the most. The funding will reduce infant mortality (Bond, 2019). 
Impact on the health sector
Sustainable development depends on encouraging well-being at all ages and ensuring healthy lives. The COVID-19 pandemic is causing unprecedented levels of human suffering, causing economic instability, and upsetting the lives of billions of people worldwide. But more work is required to entirely eliminate a variety of diseases and deal with a number of ongoing and new health problems. Significant progress can be made in saving the lives of millions of people by concentrating on improving sanitation and hygiene, funding health systems more effectively, and expanding access to doctors (United Nations, 2022a).
Challenges
According to the Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era (DAWN: 2016), there are four major issues that need to be addressed: the issue of health funding, both in terms of amounts and patterns; the poorly regulated and expanding role of private parties in various capacities; the intersectionality of inequality and the limitations of many current approaches to UHC that concentrate primarily or exclusively on economic inequality; and the difficulty of the conservative religious opposition to women's human rights and to sexual and reproductive health and rights generally. 
Recommendations
Some of the ways in which this goal can be achieved are: 
· If schools and colleges get the support, they will be able to improve character, resistance, and wellbeing in young people
· Improving people’s mental health by connecting them to the environment is a great way of achieving this goal with the help of the DFE and organisations such as, “Children and Nature Programme”, the “Mental Health Programme” with Public Health England and NHS England.
· Assisting the NHS in providing high-quality, secure, and long-lasting hospice care while also securing the necessary staff
· Offenders would need treatment for their drug and alcohol misuse and mental health issues; this could be done if the Ministry of Justice collaborated with NHS England, Public Health England, and the Department of Health and Social Care. 
(GOV.UK, 2019)

Goal 11
Sustainable Development Goal 11 is Sustainable Cities and Communities. The SDG 11 consists of 10 targets and 15 indicators. These targets define the objectives, and the indicators are the measures used to assess whether these objectives are being attained. This goal consists of many in depth actions the UK will eventually use to enforce the goal. This includes access to safe and sustainable transport systems, improving resilience to disaster, air quality in cities, access to safe and public spaces, access to safe and affordable housing for all, inclusive planning and supporting community cohesion, safe guarding cultural and national heritage (SDG Tracker, 2018).
Strategies
One of the strategies is “Ensure the benefits of the Union are clear, visible, and understood by all citizens”.  The Office of the Secretary of State for Scotland, the Northern Ireland Office, and the Office of the Secretary of State for Wales all contributed to this cross-cutting decision. Their obligations are:
delivering location-specific guidance
fostering economic growth in the concerned nations 
collaborating with UKG departments, devolved institutions, and partnering stakeholders
leading on nation-specific communications and teaming up with CO on Union communications, 
focusing on individual devolution settlements, their legislation, and implementation
										(GOV.UK 2021a).
In order to strengthen the Union, we are driving the implementation of the government's priorities, and we are collaborating with local governments to successfully implement the elections and constitutional policies (Department for Levelling up, Housing and Communities, 2022).
Another strategy that this goal is trying to implement is “Improve the environment through cleaner air and water, minimised waste and thriving plants and terrestrial and marine wildlife”. 
This strategy is all about:
Cleaner air and water, less waste, flourishing plants, and wildlife on land and in the sea are all ways to improve the environment (this is a cross-cutting outcome with the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) and Department for Transport (DfT) as contributing ministries (HM Government, 2017).
To assist in achieving net zero emission, reduce greenhouse gas emissions and increase carbon storage in the agricultural, waste, peat, and tree-planting sectors (Defra's contribution to the Department for Business, Energy, and Industrial Strategy (BEIS)-led cross-cutting net zero outcome is reflected in this outcome (Committee on Climate Change, 2019).
Reduce the chance of flooding and the effects it has on communities, companies, and the environment.
Enhance border biosecurity, strengthen standards for animal welfare, and increase the sustainability, productivity, and resilience of the food, drink, and agriculture sectors.
PROs
Quality of housing has improved over the last 10 years (Eurostat, 2022). 
To balance the pollutants, they release into the atmosphere with the emissions they remove, businesses have set net zero emission goals (ACT, 2021).
CONs
Exposure to air pollution is considerably increased by dense populations and economic activity, which poses serious threats to the environment and human health and lowers city quality of life (Eurostat, 2022). 
Progress
One of progresses that the government has made in the UK regarding the SDG 11 is that the UK government has committed up to £165 million over the next five years to the Cities and Infrastructure for Growth programme, which is funded by DFID, and the Community Led Infrastructure Finance Facility, which is run by Reall and has been working since 2002 to provide affordable housing in the Global South (Bond, 2019).
Another progress point is that building resilience is a key component of DFID's strategy for both development and humanitarian programs, according to the UK government. In 2018, ICAI came to the conclusion that "between 2011 and 2015, DFID resourced and implemented a largely successful disaster resilience mainstreaming process," awarding a "green-amber" rating for DFID's work in this area.  In recognition of the fact that humanitarian aid in the initial response is rarely simply for the short-term, the humanitarian Rapid Response Facility now supplies transitional shelters rather than tents and materials (Bond, 2019). 
Impact on the health sector 
Many communities that served as the COVID-19 crises' epicentres experienced deficiencies in their public health systems, basic services, well-developed and connected public transportation networks, and open public spaces, in addition to the negative economic effects of lockdowns. The epidemic will therefore probably lead to an increase in slum inhabitants. There is an urgent need to concentrate on measures that would promote health, affordable housing, basic services, sustainable mobility, and connectivity in order to better the lives of more than 1 billion slum residents (United Nations, 2022b). 
Air quality in cities, since 2010, emissions of sulphur dioxide, nitrogen oxide, and PM2.5 (fine particulate matter) have decreased by 62 percent, 29 percent, and 10 percent, respectively. By 2020, the steps outlined in the UK-wide Clean Air Strategy should reduce the annual cost of air pollution by £1.7 billion, rising to £5.3 billion annually by 2030. To minimise people's exposure to a variety of harmful pollutants, including particulate matter (PM), which the World Health Organization has recognised as the most harmful pollutant, the UK will set an ambitious, long-term goal (GOV.UK, 2019).
Challenges
The challenges this goal has are over 50% of the world's population presently resides in cities and urban regions, and that percentage is projected to rise to over 70% by 2050, with almost all of the expansion taking place in the developing world.
Today, there are 700 million slum dwellers, and that figure is steadily increasing.
Pressure from rapid urbanisation is being placed on public health, sewage systems, and fresh water supplies.
Increasing climate disaster sensitivity of coastal towns, including floods, storms, and sea level rise (Takase, 2018). 
Recommendations 
Cities can be growth engines that spur development and poverty reduction in a variety of industries. For instance, by encouraging the supply of safe, high-quality, affordable housing, positive effects are seen across a number of variables, including Improvements in household income are frequently brought about by the provision of informal services, and rents in slums or informal settlements are frequently higher than those in formal dwellings. Safety, particularly for women and children, is also boosted.
While DFID (Department of International Development) has now changed to Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office it has a sizable number of programmes, there are some areas where they could play a more helpful role to encourage more private sector investment towards the achievement of Goal 11. These include supporting governments to change policies on land access, approval rates for inclusive developments, and formal banking systems that cater to low-income communities. Staff working on urban development and the private sector should be aware of and able to make the most of each other's programmes (FCDO, 2022).
It was stated that DFID's work on urban infrastructure and transportation "lacks a coherent approach to inclusiveness." Particularly, DFID programmes frequently place more weight on economic growth than the effects on the underprivileged, women, and those with disabilities. 
The Independent Commission for Aid Impact advise DFID to specifically address poverty reduction in its work on urban development, including targeting marginalised groups, women, and people with disabilities, while making sure to monitor "intended and unintended impacts on target groups." Economic growth and the reduction of inequalities cannot be assumed to go hand in hand.
This has been acknowledged by DFID, who also stressed the need to draw lessons from successful initiatives and move "work on inclusive infrastructure ahead following the Disability Summit in July 2018." (Bond, 2019).

Goal 17
Sustainable Development Goal 17 is strengthen the means of implementation and revitalise the global partnership for sustainable development. 
As economic growth generates resources for development, technology is offering employment prospects. Science and technology can also provide suggestions and possible answers for reaching the Goals.
This goal consists of Finance, Trade, Science and Technology, Capacity building, Systematic Issues, Policy and Institutional Coherence, Data, Monitoring and Accountability, Multi-stakeholder Partnership.
In regard to Finance, it develops into four aspects which are Domestic Resource Mobilisation, Private Finance, Remittances and Debt. 
In Domestic Resource Mobilisation, countries must have the ability to generate income and allocate them to domestic programmes that would help them reach the Goals. The policies of HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) in the UK are designed to maximise the collection of taxes and charges that are legitimately owed and to crack down on tax evasion and avoidance.
For private finances, governments understood the vital need for private funding and direct investment when they committed to the AAAA (Addis Ababa Action Agenda) in order to accomplish the Goals. The Economic Development Strategy (2017) of the UK government's Department for International Development (DFID) outlines how the UK government collaborates with counterparts in developing countries to enhance the enabling environments for the private sector. The Strategy also outlines the strategy being used to encourage businesses to take advantage of fresh chances to enter these markets, offer goods and services, and generate revenue.
Another significant resource that goes to underdeveloped nations is remittances. US$9.7 billion in remittances were transferred from the UK alone in 2017. In 2017, personal remittances received by the UK made up 0.17 percent of GDP, which is essentially constant from 2015.
Strategies
To implement goal 17, the two strategies are:
“We will maintain taxpayers’ consent through fair treatment and protect society from harm”
Debt and debt payment levels continue to be a barrier to financing the Goals. They have increased across a wide spectrum of developing nations with low incomes and emerging market economies due to factors like negative shocks (falling commodity prices, fluctuating exchange rates, and civil unrest), laxer fiscal policies, and occasionally fraud and corruption. In the end, sovereign nations are responsible for ensuring the sustainability of their debt, yet many of them require assistance to develop the capacity to manage their debt effectively. The World Bank-IMF Debt Management Facility, which offers resources to assist nations review and plan their debt, has received a commitment from the UK to provide £4 million (United Nations, 2022c).
The UK also takes the lead in urging the World Bank and IMF to address debt risks, and it backs the work programme that was started in 2018.
“Extend and amplify the UK’s influence in the world, including through successful application for ASEAN dialogue partner status”
The UK reaffirmed its commitment to the Buenos Aires Plan of Action at the 2019 UN High Level Conference on SSC and acknowledged South-South Cooperation (SSC) and Triangular Cooperation as crucial mechanisms for achieving the Goals. The UK is strengthening its ties with emerging nations like China and India, who are giving the country more and more aid.
The UK is in favour of a robust and resilient international order where institutions and relationships between states are governed by laws and agreements. The UK promotes policies and changes that encourage sustainable development by utilising its membership in the UN and other institutions related to the economy, law, and security (United Nations, 2022c).
Progress
The progress made by the government in finance, due to regulations in the Overseas Territories and Crown Dependencies, the UK had a low score on financial secrecy and was recently ranked tenth out of 27 donors (see Goal 16). 361 Additionally, from 2014 to 2015, UK foreign direct investment in LDCs decreased by 29.5%. Recent commitments to increase government and business sector investment in Africa by £8 billion demonstrate a desire to close this gap, but this should not unnecessarily prioritise UK actors' interests over sustainable development (GOV.UK, 2019).
For capacity-building, numerous programmes run by the UK government, INGOs, trade unions, the commercial sector, and other organisations help Southern nations, institutions, and communities exchange talents, knowledge, and resources. It is commendable that DFID has pledged in its Civil Society Partnership Review to support the development of a pluralistic, resilient, and effective civil society and to advise the UK to increase its capacity-building support across its portfolio in accordance with the goals of regional organisations (GOV.UK, 2019).
Impact on the health sector
In order to ensure that nations have the resources to recover from the epidemic, rebuild properly, and achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, strong international collaboration is required now more than ever (United Nations, 2022c).
Challenges
The Goals emphasise the connections between different policy areas. This puts pressure on governments to adopt a whole-of-government strategy to achieve the Goals. Each department of the UK government has a single departmental plan that outlines its aims and outlines how it will contribute to intergovernmental agreements like the Goals. The plans provide for public reporting of progress toward the Goals in the Departments' Annual Report and Accounts as well as public and parliamentary review of that progress (GOV.UK, 2019).
Recommendations
To achieve goal 17 on Finance the government should: make sure that the UK's investment, tax, and debt sustainability policies and practises are consistent and promote sustainable development. Examine the effects of tax evasion by entities with UK registration. Boost the ability of the Global South to collect taxes and other forms of money. Support international system reform to lessen tax rivalry and tax evasion.
To achieve goal 17 on capacity-building the government should: fulfil the obligations made in the Civil Society Partnership Review and the Disability Strategy of DFID for the development of civil society. Stress the involvement and inclusion of important left-behind communities.
To achieve goal 17 on Trade the government should: create appropriate procedures for monitoring trade discussions and agreements and increasing transparency. Make sure UK trade policy is consistent with its SDG commitments, human rights, combating climate change, and making sure there are no other detrimental effects on the Global South (Bond, 2019). 

Conclusion
To conclude, the UK is making some progress in achieving sustainable development within the 17 goals. However, there are still some aspects that need improvement. In relation to the 17th goal if the United Nations work collaboratively with undeveloped countries masses of progression can be achieved successfully.
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