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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Anti-Social Behaviour: Understanding The Demand Anti-Social Behaviour Is Having On Policing in South Wales and The Tools Available To Reduce Its Effect On Communities. 

INTRODUCTION:

This dissertation will look at the difficulties that South Wales Police face in dealing with Anti-Social behaviour. It will seek to understand the demand that is being created by anti-social behaviour on South Wales Police and explore whether the tools available to South Wales Police are having an impact in reducing its effect on local communities. 

This subject was chosen by the researcher as it is something that every person within a community will have first-hand experience of or know someone who is suffering the ongoing effects of.

In recent memory, tackling anti-social behaviour has remained high on the political agenda and  this is apparent in the amount of legislation introduced to combat anti-social behaviour (Hodgkinson and Tilley, 2011). Anti-social behaviour has also received an increasing amount of media attention and with increased public concerns regarding the long-term implications of anti-social behaviour, the police and local authorities are now under pressure to act (Hodgkinson and Tilley, 2007). The emphasis by the government and media was originally on nuisance neighbours but this has since become firmly focused with concerns over youth disorder  (Burney, 2002).

Contrary to the high levels of public interest and political attention in combatting anti-social behaviour, there remains no clear definition of what the term means. Unsurprisingly, the term can mean different things to different people and covers a wide range of behaviours
(Nixon et al., 2007).

The Crime and Disorder Act (1998) defines anti-social behaviour as acting “in a manner that caused or was likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress to one or more persons not of the same household” (Crime and Disorder Act, 1998). 
This was further updated in Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act (2014) where is defines anti-social behaviour as “conduct that has caused, or is likely to cause, harassment, alarm or distress to any person, conduct capable of causing nuisance or annoyance to a person in relation to that person’s occupation of residential premises, or capable of causing housing-related nuisance or annoyance to any person” (Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act, 2014).

One element of the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act (2014) is the introduction of the Case Review. This gives victims of persistent anti-social behaviour the right to request a review of their previously reported incidents should they feel the actions taken have not been adequate (South Wales Police and Crime Commissionaire, 2022). 

The purpose of the case review is to give victims and communities the right to request a review a local threshold is met, and to bring agencies together to take a joined up, problem-solving approach to find a solution.

Despite the powers being available to police and local authorities, some two million reports between 2019-2021, representing 55% of all calls relating to anti-social behaviour went attended by police (BBC News, 2022).


 Anti-Social behaviour is not specific to one place, and it can affect all persons, especially the most vulnerable in society. It is an important subject which can have devasting effects on people and one in which I believe more awareness is needed. Protecting anti-social behaviour victims is seen as a government priority however implementation of ASB  processes is not mandatory for police forces while the government keeps no record of how widely it is being used (Heap, 2016).

Research that set out to define a concept such as social harm being the negative impact of crime and anti-social behaviour on communities’ security, well-being and resilience. This study found that levels of harm vary markedly and do not necessarily correspond to levels of crime. Some places having very low crime levels but very high social harm (Innes and Leigh, 2011).


Lastly, anti-social behaviour is a significant element of the demands faced by South Wales police. Anti-Social behaviour ranks as the 2nd highest most reported crime type across South Wales for the last three years, ahead of crimes such as theft, public order or criminal damage (Police.UK, 2022).

It would be extremely beneficial for local communities to know the tools available to them in addition to the powers front line police officers have to help tackle anti-social behaviour.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The aims of the study are;
1. Understand the demand Anti-Social Behaviour is creating South Wales Police.
2. It will seek to understand the demand that is being created by anti-social behaviour on South Wales Police 
3. Explore whether the tools available to South Wales Police are having an impact in reducing its effect on local communities.
 
The aims of the research will be met by the following objectives
1. Review the literature surrounding Anti-Social behaviour.
2. To research and evaluate secondary data regarding levels of Anti-Social Behaviour in South Wales. 
3. To conduct questionnaires or surveys with friends, family, Police officers and interested third parties to ascertain their thoughts, feelings and ideas on what is working and what is not.
4. To collate, analyse and present both primary and secondary data to identify trends and areas for improvement.




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans.
Understand the current state of existing research
You can demonstrate the gap and the need for the research
Gives credits to those who have laid the groundwork for your research
Demonstrates your knowledge of the research problem



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

The researcher will seek to utilise a survey / questionnaire when collecting data and will obtain the responses through the use of online tools such as survey websites or social media.
This is best suited to my research as it conforms to the time constrains available and the limited resources at the researchers disposal. 
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The researcher will seek to obtain the responses via a questionnaire of between 50-100 persons consisting of South Wales Police staff and police officers in addition to members of the public. This will allow the researcher the ability to observe individual’s perceptions of the impact of anti-social behaviour on them personally in addition to the wider community. 

A sample size smaller may effect the integrity of the overall trend as individual responses would then have a greater impact on the results. Gathering and analysing a sample size larger than this range, may result in additional time and resources being required to complete than is currently available to the researcher. 
 
Receiving responses from between 50-100 people should be more than sufficient as the primary data gathered from the results of the questionnaires will be used to undertake quantitative research and then comparisons made to secondary data to gain insights. 




	ETHICAL ISSUES:

The researcher will state there will be no significant ethical issues foreseen as a result of this study as victims nor perpetrators of anti-social behaviour will not be specifically targeted. Permission will be requested from persons participating pin the study to utilise their anonymised answers all personal details will be excluded, guaranteeing no individuals can be identified. 

Where as a result of the questions raised in the study, persons present themselves as being victims of anti-social behaviour, the researcher will signpost them to the local authorities most appropriate. 

	TIME SCALE:
	
Will be presented in the form of a Gantt chart 

Research proposal & Ethics Form - 21/11/2022
Literature Review - 23/01/2023
Research Methodology & Planning -13/03/2023
Analysis of Results - 01/05/2023
Findings & Conclusion - 05/06/2023
Final Project Submission - 03/07/2023

I aim to complete all work ahead of the submission dates, allowing me adequate opportunity to communicate with my supervisor and make changes to my academic work as the project advances. 
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