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One of the UK’s rarest birds of prey (Holmes, 2023).

Male hien harrier

Female hen harrier

03. Habitat requirements

« Areas of mixed heather and rough grasslands - Male and females have different preferences when hunting.
* High availability of prey required (Holmes, 2022).

« During breeding season, young and adult grouse are preyed upon

« Over grazed, intensively managed, agricultural, and fragmented habitats mean reduced opportunity for nesting.

‘Red Grouse amongst heather

01. Why are these birds so rare?

« Most persecuted bird of prey in the UK.
* lllegal killing is the main cause of death for adult birds (Barrett, 2023).
* 75% of deaths in birds between one and two years old are due to illegal

2 (RSPB, no date a)

killing.
« Listed as a species of least concern on IUCN red list (IUCN, 2020). . .
« A priority species for combatting wildlife crime - (Fielding et al., 2011). 04. Habitat assessment 05. Conclusion

 six regions identified in SW England (Hodgson, D.J. et al., 2017) « Breeding programmes and reintroduction
r % projects will have limited success with

02. What is being done to aid their recovery?

« Dartmoor

Al q 0 * Exmoor engagement with the public and local
* Recolonising efforts started in the 1960's. « Dorset 99 °
. business interests.
e  Joint action plan to increase hen harrier ® 3areasin Wiltshire « Greater protection for hen harriers is
population (DEFRA, 2016). required in order for the projects to be
q successful
*  Supported by Natural England breeding + Habitat management around nesting areas

programme. requires creating mosaics of heather and

i i i rassland.
* Captive hen harriers from rescue centre in 9
France transported to UK. & LR
e Returning to their natural range is limited . P
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