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What does it mean to commemorate? How do memorials create personal meaning in a public 

place?


Introduction:

This document will explain to its reader what it is to be commemorated and how public
 
memorials help us to remember those who have passed in recent memory or in time 

forgotten, we will explore what commemoration is, different kinds of commemoration and 

memorials, examples of public commemorations and memorials and what they represent and 

mean to the populace as well how it’s supposed to make them feel, each example will have a 

quote from a famous poet or author to back up the point that will be discussed. We will finish 

with a conclusion on what I think it means to be commemorated at the end of this document 

for the reader to see. We will also be looking at my opinion on 3 examples of public 

commemoration these will be;

· Statues

· Tombstones/Tombs

· Annual remembrance


Each of these examples will be followed with an example image followed by my opinion on 

that select type of commemoration. My conclusion will mention that types of 

commemoration with why people believe it is important to be commemorated followed by 

my final opinion on the overall question and my opinion on commemorating 

What is Commemoration:

Commemoration can take many forms depending on where you are from, culture 

background, religious background or societal upbringing E.g. in most religious groups when 

someone passes, they would host a funeral or a special ceremony where they would say a few 

prayers and talk about all the good that person has done, in short it would be a ‘memorial 

service’ for the lost where family, loved ones and anyone else who knew the person and 

wished to commemorate them could attend before the person is buried/cremated and taken 

away from them for good. “There is a sacredness in tears. They are not a mark of weakness, 

but of power. They speak more eloquently than ten thousand tongues. They are the 

messengers of overwhelming grief, of deep contrition and of unspeakable 

love.” (Washington Irving, The Legend of Sleepy Hollow and Other Stories 1820)

Statues:

One of the main public sings of commemoration of others is the use of statues or memorial 

sculptures, these will usually be placed in high foot traffic areas and in plain sight and would 

have a plaque displaying a short quote with and a list of names, these are usually for soldiers 

and leaders who have proven themselves in battle or have shown great acts of valour however 

“Death leaves a heartache no one can heal, love leaves a memory no one can steal.’’ 

(Richard Puz, The Carolinian 2009), these aren’t saved just for acts of war or violence they 

can be created for political figures, emergency service workers as well as those who have left 

a huge impact on their local communities or larger nation or have done something worth 

commemorating in their lives. Usually these statues or memorial sculptures are reserved for 

people who have performed great feats in certain fields or activities that have been noticed by 

the public and have been deemed commendable and as a result have a had a monument built 

on their behalf. As well as memorials for people they can also be used as remembrance for 

events that have occurred such as war memorials, war memorials can be found across the 

world that commemorate the fallen or commemorate a certain time or date during times of 

war e.g. The Welsh War Memorial in Cardiff, this Memorial was unveiled in 1928 after 

being designed by Sir Ninian Comper, this commemorates times of war for the welsh people 

during World War One where many soldiers lost their lives in battle for freedom across the 

globe, a plaque for soldiers who died during World War Two was added in 1949

[image: Image result for Welsh National War Memorial]
(Welsh War Memorial, Cardiff, Alexandra Gardens, Cathay Park, May 13th 2014)

In my opinion, there are far less memorials that cover the acts of regular people and their

actions compared to the memorials of soldiers and generals, this is not an attack on veterans 

and heroes from battles gone by but I feel that there is still dozens if not hundreds of people 

out there who have acted out great feats that deserve to be remembered and memorialised as 

well, people who have above and beyond for others or for their community such as the 

emergency services staff or just brave civilians deserve the same respect and memory as the 

brave soldiers who have given their lives or have performed similar feats in a battle situation.


Tombstones/Tombs:

Tombstones are the most common sort of commemoration that we see in our day and age this 

is the last thing people leave behind to be remembered by, it is usually a small slab of stone 

with the person’s name, year of birth to year of death and a small quote over where they are 

buried or cremated depending on the persons last wished before death. ‘’The bitterest tears 

shed over graves are for words left unsaid and deeds left undone’’ (Harriet Beecher Stowe,

 Little Foxes: Or, the Insignificant Little Habits Which Mar Domestic Happiness, 1923). 

Some people take it to the next level however by being buried in Tombs, large structures 

where their coffin would be on display where people would usually leave small offerings at 

the site or come to maintain the structures cleanliness, a famous example of this is the 

Egyptian pyramids from the earlies years of 2630BC (Before Christ), these were used to bury 

the country’s Pharos and other political figures during that time. Tombs can also be used for 

practical reasons as well as providing a status symbol for example the graveyards in New 

Orleans are made up of small tombs above ground as the earth is to moist to bury people 

without mishaps.

[image: St. Louis Cemetery No. 1]
(St. Louis Cemetery No.1, Paul Broussard, 2016)

In my opinion a simple grave stone should really be all a person needs when they are buried, 

they will not see it, they will not feel anything and not many people outside of close Friends 

and Family will even see it anyway and the majority of those buried in tombs are usually 

from a much wealthier background and the fact they are buried in a tomb is a display of 

wealth and status which in my opinion is rather petty that someone would care that much 

even after death to show off their wealth, it may not be their choice sometimes but the 

families instead who also want to show off the wealth by building these extravagant 

structures on their past relatives behalf, some may believe that building these tombs for the 

dead maybe giving them more comfort in the afterlife but I am sure that if it were up to them 

they would not want such expenses uses on them after death in most cases.


Annual Remembrances:

One of the most well-known and communal forms of commemoration is remembrance this is 

when a community big or small get together to remember or celebrate a person or a time 

period, usually an event that takes place yearly at a certain time where people can get 

together in public to commemorate people, events or time periods with one another, 

unfortunately, these times of remembrance are usually saved for dark moments in history or 

recent years one of the most famous examples is remembrance of World War 1 that takes 

place every year at 11:00am on November the 11th where here in the UK there is a moment of 

silence across the country, in the run up to this day and on the day itself much of the general 

population where a Red Poppy to symbolise the poppy fields that grew after the end of the 

first World War over the battlefields of the conflict. This is a important time of year where 

the whole country comes together to pay respects for the fallen. “To live in hearts we leave 

behind is not to die.”(Thomas Campbell, Hallowed Ground, 1825)

[image: remembrance2017.jpg]
(The Duke of Cambridge (right) and Prince Harry laying their wreaths at last years’ service (PA))

In my opinion I think forms of remembrance is a great way to pay respects to those who have 

past and is a great way to bring a community or a country together for one cause which these 

days is rather difficult to do in this current climate we live in, on days like these everyone is 

equal and is there for the same reason as everyone else and is a great show of communal 

strength.


Conclusion:

In conclusion I believe that there is several types of public commemoration that we can see in 

our day to day lives such as statues, monuments, memorial sites, graves and tombs as well as 

being able to take part in more community driven forms of commemoration such as 

remembrance events and religious practices such as sermons, praying and burial routines that 

draw people closer together.




I think that commemoration is usually a physical manifestation of a sad time in history or in 

someone’s life such as a loss of loved ones or a mass loss of life in a conflict and there is not 

much positive things that are commemorated as much. People do good things and it deserves 

to be noticed but it is usually over shadowed by bigger and darker events in history such as 

war and other acts of violence which is unfortunate, although it is a great thing or pay 

respects to these events and to the ones who lost their lives its always paired with sadness.


Some people use commemoration is a way to show their power when they were alive and to 

show of the wealth of their family and themselves, the Egyptians did this with the creation of 

the Pyramid when they buried themselves with all their earthly possessions and now in 

modern day not much has changed when it comes to the use of tombs, I feel this makes the 

whole thought of commemoration and remembrance almost tacky by flaunting their wealth 

by building extravagant structures just to place a single corpse, death should be humble and 

sacred and usually the friends and loved ones of the person will be the only people to see this 

structure so why should people waste money on such things and why not remain humble in 

death?


Overall, I think that commemoration is a key part of remembering history and a key part of 

bringing society and communities together under one identity making them far stronger than 

if they were all separated, it shows that that society can put its differences aside and come 

together to comfort one another in times of darkness and that we can show respect to one 

another and have a great respect for those who have given their lives to prove this point for 

us.
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