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[bookmark: _Toc80809490]Introduction
The provided case study is dealing with a situation where two children of a family are at high risk and are registered in the social service registers. The daily consist of four members, the mom, the dad and two daughters aged between 5 and 9. The family has a long history of drug problems and mental health issues. The mother and the father both have mental health problems. There are significant concerns that the children are subject to sexual abuse while the oldest daughter has special needs too. The children are considered to be in a grave situation and are in the need for immediate attention from the social service workers.
[bookmark: _Toc80809491]Factors contributing to the risk of the child and its impact
The major factor that is contributing to the risk of the children in the given case is that the family is completely dysfunctional. The father has 23 criminal convictions against him and both of the parents have mental health problems. The family is also subject to a prolonged exposure to domestic violence and drug addiction. This shows that it is highly probable that the children are currently witnessing domestic violence themselves. Witnessing domestic violence at a small age could have prolonged psychological effects on the children for the later stages of their life (Lloyd, 2018). The parents both have mental health problems and the father is addicted to drugs which makes the children to be more vulnerable towards witnessing physical abuse themselves. Parents with mental health problems, drug addiction with a family history of domestic violence are one of the major contributing factors towards the risk of the children. The current financial condition of the parents and the risk of them getting evicted from the property is also another major factor that is contributing towards the risk of the children in that household. There are also concerns of sexual abuse on the children by a family member of the given family which is highly dangerous for the children as they are quite small to understand the things that might be happening with them and raise their voice against it or to seek help for their situation. Another factor is that the oldest child has mental health problems and has special educational needs. These factors have placed the situation in grave danger. The children are at the danger of having long and deep psychological impact for the later stages of life (Callaghan et al. 2017). While the younger child has not been diagnosed with any mental disorder, she might develop certain mental problems due to the circumstance in which she is currently growing up. Moreover, the older child who is in need of special services would not be able to have the required assistance that she would require to treat her medical needs. 
[bookmark: _Toc80809492]Case study 
Intervention is one of the most important activities of social workers. There are several factors that contribute towards the proper and healthy development of a child. Apart from heredity and genes, the social-environment in which the child grows up, has a deep impact on their upbringing. These social environments are created at very early stages of their upbringing by their primary caregivers that mainly consist of people that are closest to these children (Razgale et al. 2014). Now, if the environment is maintained to be positive, the child grows up with their having positive experiences and their overall upbringing is quite positive. Whereas if the environment in which the child is growing is negative, it can have a long lasting psychological impact on the child and impact the development of their mental and physical health. Thus, it is important for social workers to intervene in situations where the children might be growing up in a dangerous environment.
The policy, under which the social worker intervened, is the Troubled Families Program which is dedicated for the families that are dysfunctional. The policy is aimed at providing assistance to the dysfunctional families to make them self-sufficient and help them to create a positive and healthy environment for every family member that are involved in the situation (Woods, 2018). This program helps to ensure proper, healthy and positive environment for the family members especially the children that are involved in the situation.
[bookmark: _Toc80809493]Analysis
[bookmark: _Toc80809494]Professional interventions made in the given case
As discussed in the above sections, the children in the family were in great danger. The mother and father both suffer from mental health problems and also have drug problems. There were also concerns that the children were probably being sexually abused at the hands of their family members. Thus, professional intervention was provided by the social services which have helped to make significant changes in the family. The intervention was made to make the parents realize about the current situation of the house and the threat that their children are facing. The intervention helped to delay the eviction order that was issued by the property owners. The social worker also arranged for a skip that was arranged to assist the parents in cleaning their house. The skip helped the parents in cleaning the house and their garden as well. The social worker helped the father to understand the ongoing drug problem that the father is currently encountering. 
The social worker assisted the father to recognize the effect that his drug use is causing and has encouraged him to seek help from a treatment service in their area. The social worker also helped the parents to understand the importance of education and the consequences that their children might be required to face due to their absence from their school. The worker also worked directly with the elder daughter and encouraged her to regularly attend the schools. The mother was also suffering from mental illness. The social worker worked with the mother to get required support for her mental health problems and also assisted her to develop a strong relationship with her general practitioner to gain regular treatment for her illness. The social worker has also worked with the parents to help them understand the sexual abuse that their daughters might be facing in their house from one of their family members. 
[bookmark: _Toc80809495]Point of intervention
The social worker intervened in the given case study when the family was provided with the eviction notice from their house. Continuous absence of the oldest daughter from her school and the significant low attendance at her school is also another factor that caused the social worker to intervene. The continuous absence of the child from their school was a point of serious concern as it is considered as a serious point of concern as it might be the result of neglect or abuse against the children in the hands of their primary caregivers (Levey et al. 2017).
[bookmark: _Toc80809496]Current policy
The current policy under which this intervention has been made is the Troubled Families Program that is prevalent in the United Kingdom (Bate & Bellis, 2017). The aim of this program is to help the families to change. It is an instrument to help nearby specialists and their accomplices, who have requested direction on how best to function with pained families, and for the proof about family mediation to be united in one spot (Department for Communities and Local Government, 2021). There are various criteria that care providers need to consider before determining if the family qualifies to be considered under the Troubled Families Program. The families that could be considered under this program must meet at least three of the given four criteria. The criteria are:
· Members of the family are involved in anti-social behaviors or are involved in any type of youth crime.
· The families have children that are not in school or are regularly truanting.
· Adults in the family are dependent only upon benefits.
· Are causing high costs for the taxpayers.
The family given in the case study qualifies for all the given criteria (Department for Communities and Local Government, 2021). The father of the family has been in prison. The children have not been attending their school on a regular basis.  It has also been given that the parents in the family have also been living off of benefits for the most part of their adult lives and do not have any stable income. The given family meets the three out of four criteria which qualifies them to be considered under the program. 
Other multi-disciplinary services that were involved in the case study are the skip services that were arranged to assist in cleaning the house and the garden and help the mother to keep the house clean (Parr, 2017). Treatment services were contacted to work with the father and help him with the drug treatment. Health services were also contacted to provide the essential medical assistance to address the mental illness needs of the mother. 
[bookmark: _Toc80809497]Potential impact
The impact of the services has also been discussed within the case study. The social service intervention has helped to increase the attendance of their oldest daughter which has increased from 38% to 94%. The parents of the children are also currently seeking help for their drug problems and mental illnesses. The father of the family has also been working stably and has been financially independent for 6 months. There has also been significant change in the behavior of the father as he has stopped socializing with other drug users and has also started to actively participate in football to improve his health. The direct result of the intervention that their tenancy is currently is no longer under any risk (Wenham, 2017). The service has also helped to increase the confidence levels of the mother and is now able to make plans for the future. 
[bookmark: _Toc80809498]Evaluation 
[bookmark: _Toc80809499]Critical analysis
 In the given situation, the social worker has provided all-round assistance to all of the family members. The social worker has assisted the mother to keep the house clean. Cleaning the house was important because the family was served an eviction notice. Moreover, it was important because the children were growing up in a dirty and unorganized environment. It is important for children to grow up in a clean and organized house as it helps to build self-confidence and the sense of responsibility among the children from a very small age (Zeanah & Humphreys, 2018). Entrusting small tasks to children such as putting away their toys after their play contributes to their learning process and helps them to understand the beginning and end process of tasks. The skip services have helped the family to keep their house clean whereas the treatment services have helped the father to overcome his addiction problems. The medical services that have been provided to the mother have helped her to get the medical help that she needed to address her mental health problems (Cairney, 2019). Providing assistance to the parents has helped to increase the attendance of the children in their school and has also helped to completely stop the probable sexual abuse that they might be facing at their home. 
[bookmark: _Toc80809500]Recommendation
While the services have improved the condition of the family, the social service could provide more assistance to the family. Other assistance involves providing medical services for the children as the older child has been diagnosed to have mental problems and also has special educational needs. The social service must also provide assistance to the older child and her to get admitted in a specialized school that hosts children that have special educational and mental needs (Briggs & Hawkins, 2020). This would ensure a proper upbringing for the oldest child. Moreover, as the family has a history of mental health problems, the youngest child must also be provided with sufficient medical assistance to conduct her thorough check up. 
[bookmark: _Toc80809501]Conclusion
From the above case study, it could be concluded that the family is quite dysfunctional and needed immediate intervention. Along with financial problems, the parents suffered from drug addiction and mental illness. The situation was so bad that the family was on the verge of addiction. This created a very negative environment for the children and was affecting their growth. Thor attendance was getting low and they were probably getting sexually abused by one of the family members. However, the intervention from the social service along with the multi-disciplinary services has helped to mitigate the risks that the family was facing and has been able to create a safe environment for all the family members. 
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