David John Reginald (Rhees) Davies, 
Service Number 1301, 
Sergeant, 3rd Battalion, 
Australian Imperial Force, 
Born 1889, Died August 10 1915 Galipoli.
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David John Reginald Davies also known as David John Rhees Davies, or simply known as D.J. R. Davies was born on February 20th 1889 in the county of Glamorgan, Wales.[footnoteRef:1] His family were of a farming background and lived in the area around Bettws Bledrws in “Goitre-Isaf, Derry Ormond.”[footnoteRef:2] The West Wales War Memorial Project states that “Bettws Bledrws is a village and parish which lies astride the A485 to Tregaron, just over three miles northeast of Lampeter, and about a mile from Llangybi. At a short distance from the road is Derry Ormond.”[footnoteRef:3]  David John Reginald (Rhees) Davies’ father was David Rees Griffiths and his mother was Jane Griffiths.[footnoteRef:4]  [1:  Tutors register, 1899-1959, UA/A/18 (Yates 2007). P 72. ]  [2:  William Lewis, Town and Parish of Lampeter War Memorial Book. (Lampeter Town Council, Lampeter, 1921) page 19. ]  [3:  Bettws Bledrws War Memorial [online]. West Wales War Memorial Project, 2003-2018, [cited March 12, 2018]. Available from: <https://www.wwwmp.co.uk/ceredigion-war-memorials/bettws-bledrws-war-memorial/> ]  [4:  Ibid.] 

There seems to be conflicting evidence, accessed via Ancestry.com, wherein the 1911 census states that a ‘D J R Davies’ son of Jan Griffiths was born around 1889 and was the stepson of William Griffiths who married Jan Griffiths around 1890.[footnoteRef:5] There is however no record that can be found of David Rees Griffiths’ death, although the fact of him being David John Reginald Davies’ father can be documented by several sources.[footnoteRef:6]  [5:  Ancestry.com [online]. 1911 Wales Census for D J R Davies, [cited March 12, 2018] Available from: <https://www.ancestrylibraryedition.co.uk/interactive/2353/rg14_33375_0069_06?pid=689021&backurl=https://search.ancestrylibraryedition.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db%3D1911Wales%26indiv%3Dtry%26h%3D689021&treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true.]  [6:  Casualty, David John Reginald Davies [online]. Commonwealth War Graves Commission, 2018, [cited March 12, 2018]. Available from: https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/716445/DAVIS,%20DAVID%20JOHN%20REGINALD   ] 

David John Reginald (Rhees) Davies came to the Lampeter Campus in 1909 wherein he attended The Saint David’s School, while living off campus, which he continued to do for his entire enrolment at St. David’s College.[footnoteRef:7] After schooling at Saint David’s School he entered the University proper on October 14th, 1909.[footnoteRef:8] In June 1910 David John Reginald Davies gained a Class III in his Responsions in his undertaking of his Licence of Divinity.[footnoteRef:9] However, David John Reginald Davies seems to not have been very concerned about his studies as he appeared to be more interested in other activities on campus. D.J.R Davies appears to have been a member of the campus cricket club and is complimented on his batting in the Student Magazine.[footnoteRef:10]  [7:  The Saint David’s School Balance Sheets 1888-1916, ]  [8:  Tutors register, 1899-1959, UA/A/18 (Yates 2007). P 72.]  [9:  Exam book 1828-1952, page 263. ]  [10:  St. David’s College Magazine (bound vol), 1908-12. p. 210.] 

We learn more about D.J.R Davies’ conduct in The Minutes Book, where on December 12, 1910, D.J.R Davies and several others are cited for insufficient attendance.[footnoteRef:11] D.J. R Davies’ attendance is once more brought into question in the Minutes Book on March 21st 1911 wherein Davies is cited, and  “for absence from several courses was ordered to lose his term”.[footnoteRef:12] There is no graduation record for David John Reginald Davies and The Town and Parish of Lampeter War Memorial Book states that he “was once a student at S.D.C., but emigrated to Australia before completing his course…”[footnoteRef:13] Thus, it is fair to posit that D.J.R Davies never finished his degree and did not graduate.  [11:  UA/C/1/7 Minutes of the College Board, 1901-18, page 142.]  [12:  Ibid., page 144]  [13:  William Lewis, Town and Parish of Lampeter War Memorial Book. (Lampeter Town Council, Lampeter, 1921) page 19.] 

David John Reginald Davies’ actions are most documented in the Beer Account Book and it is this book which sheds the most light on his time on campus. After D.J.R Davies arrives on campus in 1909 he can be documented over the course of 10 weeks drinking 16 glasses during the Michaelmas term.[footnoteRef:14] During 1910 he is documented as having 5 glasses during the Lent term 1910, and  13 glasses during the 1910 Michaelmas term.[footnoteRef:15] In 1911 during the Easter term he is documented as having drunk 10 glasses and finally in 1911 during the Michaelmas term he drinks 2 glasses.[footnoteRef:16] After this instance during the Michaelmas Term 1911, he no longer appears on any record and can be assumed to have emigrated to Australia after this time.       [14:  Beer Account Book. 1888-1964.]  [15:  Ibid. ]  [16:  Ibid.] 

David John Reginald Davies can thus be found in the college records from 1909 until around September 1911, after which he traveled to Australia.[footnoteRef:17] It is unknown when he arrived in Australia but in his service record it states that he lived in Liverpool, New South Wales.[footnoteRef:18] There he lived as a schoolteacher until 28/10/14 wherein he signed up with the Australian Infantry, Australian Imperial Force and was assigned to the 3rd Battalion.[footnoteRef:19] David John Reginald Davies is recorded being aboard the SS Dunluce Castle, however it is not stated whether he served on board or if this was the vessel from which he received his burial at sea.[footnoteRef:20] David John Reginald Davies:  [17:  Ibid. ]  [18:  National Archives of Australia [online]. Discovering Anzacs 2014-2018, profiles David John Reginald Davies, [cited March 12, 2018]. Available from: <https://discoveringanzacs.naa.gov.au/browse/person/20310>  ]  [19:  Lampeter (St. David’s College) War Memorial[online]. West Wales War Memorial Project, 2003-2018, [cited March 12, 2018]. Available from: <https://www.wwwmp.co.uk/ceredigion-war-memorials/lampeter-st-david-s-college-memorial/>]  [20:  3rd Battalion AIF- Revisiting ‘Randwick to Hargicourt, [online]. Burial at Sea: A Sailors Funeral, January 5, 2014 [cited March 12, 2018]. Available from: https://3rdbattalionaif.wordpress.com/category/gallipoli/ ] 

“After undergoing basic training in Australia, David embarked as part of the 2nd Reinforcements for the 3rd Battalion aboard HMAT Seang Bee on 11 February 1915, and on 7 May 1915 was taken on strength by the battalion at Gallipoli, where it was attached to the 1st Brigade, 1st ANZAC Division, at Anzac Cove. He was in the trenches for a month when he became ill, and was hospitalised at Lemnos for a week, prior to rejoining the battalion, in time for the attack on Line Pine, David was shot in the thigh during the assault on Lone Pine on 8 August 1915 he was evacuated aboard the Hospital Ship SS Dunluce Castle but died of his wounds at sea on route to Malta on 10 August 1915, aged 27. David was buried at sea, and so is commemorated on the Lone Pine Memorial, Gallipoli. He is named on several memorials as David John Rees Davies, but enlisted under the name David John Reginald Davis.”[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Lampeter (St. David’s College) War Memorial[online]. West Wales War Memorial Project, 2003-2018, [cited March 12, 2018]. Available from: <https://www.wwwmp.co.uk/ceredigion-war-memorials/lampeter-st-david-s-college-memorial/>] 

David John Reginald (Rhees, Rees) Davies is commemorated in several places. The first being at the Lampeter War Memorial, he is also mentioned on a plaque outside the Roderic Bowen Archive on the UWTSD Campus, The Bettws Bledrws War Memorial, The Llangybe War Memorial, and finally on the Lone Pine Memorial in Gallipoli, Turkey. It appears that David John Reginald Davies had no children and as of the date of this paper he does not have any living descendants who claim ancestry from him. 
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(accessed at National Archives of Australia [online]. Discovering Anzacs 2014-2018, profiles David John Reginald Davies, [cited March 12, 2018]. Available from: <https://discoveringanzacs.naa.gov.au/browse/records/50541> 
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