Visual Studies II – Online 
Thursday 11th February 2021

Observational drawing/ painting from our 2D/ 3D make

Please have to hand your 2D/ 3D makes (still life set up) to draw from. 
Paper or sketchbook at least A3 if you can.
pencils, paints, pens...all the normal stuff.

We will be working from our mini setups on observational drawing/ painting ideas.

Usually when undertaking a painting you would need to stretch your paper (some of you may have done this before).  Stretching your paper will stop your paper from buckling/ cockling and tearing if done correctly.  Its particularly useful when working with paints and media that have a high water content or using finer weighted papers.  Water absorbs into the paper and stretches the fibres, as it dries it shrinks and cockles, this is why your papers warps and buckles.  I haven’t asked you to stretch your paper and I don’t expect you too, unless you feel the need and have the equipment, but here are 2 guides for reference. 

To stretch paper, you would need:
· Good quality cartridge or watercolour paper (I have chosen a water colour paper for texture and quality)
· Strong base board/ drawing board (smooth wood board/ surface)
· Gum strip
· Sponge and water 

https://www.winsornewton.com/uk/education/guides/the-importance-of-stretching-water-colour-paper/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9c6OWKyYNKI


With your 2D/ 3D makes in front of you, treat them as an observational still life set up (you can do as many of these as you like).  Start by looking at your set up, what’s the best angle? (front, back, side or from above or below) decide on your best option and begin to plot.  Start by plotting out in light pencil the outlines, background structures, shape and form of your observations.  Use artistic licence where you need to or add in other things.  When you have a basic outline and idea of your structure you can begin to add and build in the layers.

You may decide to do a direct copy of what is in front of you, colour for colour, line for line, pattern for pattern etc (hence the observational drawing title) or

You may decide to use the basic outline and structure, or part of the set up that appeals to you in colour or pattern etc and then use some of the other processes that you have in your growing repertoire and include some of these.  

Perhaps it’s a bringing together of process and ideas.  Think outside of the box, make it your own, consider your scale, placement and colour palette.  The all-important media of choice, gouache, watercolour, ink, pen, pencil, pastel and most definitely consider combinations.  This is an exercise in making your own primary research, something to draw from, observe and grow.  It’s also about the willingness to embrace and try something different…you are searching for potential, not polished pieces, but more importantly testing ideas and pushing yourself to explore and as ever keep the notion of a sense of abstraction in mind.  

Some inspiration for your research journals and the session today…buts let’s push ourselves further than this and make it our own. 
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